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(NAPSA)—With a dizzying ar-
ray of colors, patterns, species and
prices, choosing the right hard-
wood floor for your home can be a
daunting task. When visiting your
flooring retailer, the experts at
Bruce hardwood floors recommend
asking the following questions:

How is this flooring 
constructed?

Solid hardwood flooring is man-
ufactured in varying thickness
milled directly from the source
hardwood. Solid hardwood floors
can be bought unfinished and fac-
tory finished. Factory-finished
floors are often UV-cured, which
creates a stronger, more durable
finish than site finishes. Factory
finished floors are typically less
messy and faster to install.

Engineered hardwood floors con-
sist of cross-ply layers of wood
glued together under tremendous
heat and pressure. It is then
stained and finished. Some engi-
neered floors are injected with 
liquid acrylics to make the product
up to 3 times as hard as the non-
treated species, utilized in commer-
cial applications but available resi-
dentially. Manufacturers are also
treating engineered floors with a
distressing process for a more
antique look. Engineered floors are
very durable and more stable than
solid hardwood flooring, and they
can often be refinished a number of
times if necessary. 

What styles are available?
Strip flooring is typically

defined as flooring that is 2 1/4”
wide, the most traditional look.
Planks are typically 3” or wider.
Because they are more stable,
engineered floors are often avail-
able in much wider widths than
solid hardwoods, up to 7 inches or
more. Edge and end treatments
vary as well. Square edges create
a uniform, almost seamless look.
Treated edges are used in more
casual settings to emphasize each
individual strip or plank. Treated
edges range from a very shallow
edge to a deeply beveled edge.

Where can I install this floor?
Solid hardwood floors must be

nailed or stapled to a wood sub-
floor and cannot be installed below
ground (i.e., in the basement).
Engineered floors can be installed
on, above or below ground over a
multitude of subflooring products
including many pre-existing floor-
covering products. Hardwoods are
not recommended for moisture-
prone or high humidity areas like
full bathrooms.

What is the grade?
Solid and engineered hardwood

floors are graded to consider nat-
ural character marks including
knots and mineral streaks. Your
personal preferences will deter-
mine the amount of character you
want to see in your floor. The
length and breadth of the war-
ranty coverage usually indicates a
higher grade of wood. In general,
manufacturers use the ratings as
a classification system. Good
floors usually contain more nat-
ural characteristics, while best
floors are more selective in allow-
ing character marks.

What species will achieve 
the look I want?

Consider the characteristics of
the species. Oak is harder and
more durable than many hard-
wood species, making it less prone
to show dents and wear over time.
While oak is the most commonly
used, exotic species like kempas
and merbau are becoming more
popular. Exotic and domestic
hardwoods have their own inher-
ent style and grain pattern, so the
best hardwood flooring is simply a
matter of your own personal taste.

What To Ask When Choosing A Hardwood Floor

✁
Editor’s Note: This article is the sixth in a series.

Designing Great Gifts
(NAPSA)—Picture this: Make

your favorite photographs worth a
thousand words this Holiday Sea-
son.

Web sites such as iPrint.com
let consumers decorate gifts for
friends and family with their own
pictures or graphics. The sites
offer consumers great ways to cre-
ate fun, useful, personalized gifts
without breaking the bank.

iPrint.com has over 20 person-
alized photo gift-items, all for
under 25 dollars. Consumers can
use a number of design features to
quickly and easily create photo
mugs, mouse pads, sweatshirts,
coasters and golf balls—as well as
holiday cards, photo greeting
cards, and more—all in a matter
of minutes. The site also offers a
range of customizable business
items for the small office home
office (SOHO) consumer.

iPrint.com’s user interface
makes the site a cinch to use,
regardless of a person’s computer
proficiency. Plus, its “proofing”
features let users see exactly how
their finished designs look before
printing, and the site lets them
review orders before they buy.

The Web site operates 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, and
guarantees delivery to customers’
homes—making it a “one-stop
shop” for personalized holiday
gifts.

For more information, visit
www.iPrint.com.

Gift givers can go online to
www.iPrint.com to design per-
sonalized gifts.

(NAPSA)—A better education
for more children. A stronger econ-
omy. Revived communities. These
may be the results of a program
that offers families more of a
choice among schools, say educa-
tion experts.

Many low-income parents don’t
have much of a choice when it
comes to finding the best school
for their children. Because these
parents cannot afford to move
from the neighborhood in which
they live and in which their chil-
dren often attend chronically fail-
ing public schools, their educa-
tional options are limited, even if
their children have special needs.

Nor can low-income families
afford private schools.

Organizations such as The
Black Alliance for Educational
Options (BAEO) work to expand
the options available to low-
income African-American and
other families. Some of the options
begin explored are charter schools,
publicly financed scholarships
(vouchers) and private scholarship
programs. Thirty-eight states now
have charter school laws, more
than 80 cities have privately
funded scholarship programs for
low income chlidren, and five
states have taxpayer-supported
voucher programs.

Several studies have docu-
mented statistically significant
gains in the test scores of voucher
students.

Critics of these alternatives say
that they weaken the public
school system by taking away
needed funds, but statistics have
not shown this to be true. The
BAEO rejects such arguments
pointing out that the current sys-
tem traps low-income children in
failing schools.

“It’s immoral to put the needs
of a system ahead of the needs of

our children,” said BAEO presi-
dent Kaleem Caire.

When parents have choices,
schools respond and work to
become competitive.

Voucher programs not only
benefit the children who leave to
attend private schools, they bene-
fit the children who remain in the
then improved public schools.

For example, between 1997-98
and 1999-2000, when the choice
program grew rapidly, the scores
of Milwaukee Public School stu-
dents rose substantially. 

In 1997-98, fewer than half of
fourth graders were proficient in
reading math, science and social
studies. By last year, a majority of
the fourth graders achieved profi-
ciency in all four categories.

For more information, visit
www.BAEO.org or call toll-free 1-
866-865-BAEO.

Raising Scores For Students Across The Board�
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Where voucher  programs
exist, achievement scores rise for
all students, including those who
remain in public schools.

OF SCHOOLS

(NAPSA)—Breakfast on a roll.
That’s what you can get by adding
casters to a table. It’s just one of
the clever projects in a free 12-
page booklet that inspires do-it-
yourselfers to find new and innov-
ative uses for furniture in their
homes. The booklet, created by
Minwax®, is aptly called Easy
Weekend Projects™. It is filled with
simple tips and easy-to-do pro-
jects. Here are just a few:

• Four-Wheel Furniture.
From a kitchen island to break-
fast table, one basic piece can lead
a double life just be adding a set
of wheels. Simply giving the piece
a two-toned stain takes it beyond
basic.

• Vanity Flair. In just a few
easy steps, an antique chest is
turned into a bathroom beauty.
The booklet tells readers how to
bring this trendy, expensive style
into their bathroom for a fraction
of the cost. It advises readers how
to select the appropriate chest,
find the right top and give the
vanity a beautiful finish.

• Chest Game. When it
comes to kids’ rooms, it’s all about
filling the present need while
anticipating the future function.
The Easy Weekend Projects book-
let shows readers how they can

use two dressers and plywood to
create a bunk bed/desk/storage
center for a young child, and how
to later adapt the piece to suit the
needs of a teenager. 

Consumers can pick up a copy
of the booklet at participating
Minwax retailers or they can
request one by visiting www.min
wax.com, or by writing to Week-
end Projects Offer, P.O. Box 1023,
Grand Rapids, MN 55745.

Easy Weekend Projects

FREE BOOKLET—Master Car-
penter, Norm Abram, host of the
popular PBS “The New Yankee
Workshop” gives words of advice
in a booklet that helps homeown-
ers turn their house into a beauti-
ful home.

(NAPSA)—As part of an educa-
tional partnership to raise public
awareness about limiting expo-
sure to triggers that can cause
asthma attacks, the American
Lung Association and McNeil Con-
sumer Healthcare, the maker of
Tylenol®, are offering consumers a
free “Taking Control of Asthma”
tip card in both English and Span-
ish. To order a card, call 1-800-
556-3725 or visit www.lungusa.
org.

The Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards honors young-
sters who improve their commu-
nities. More than 30,000 other
young volunteers have been hon-
ored with local,  state and
national Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards in the six
years since the program was cre-
ated by Prudential and the
National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals. The
program seeks young people in

grades 5-12 who deserve recogni-
tion for their volunteer activi-
ties. Applications are available
through middle level and high
schools, Girl Scout councils and
county 4-H organizations. They
may also be obtained at www.
prudential.com or by calling 888-
450-9961. Applications must be
submitted by October 31.

To clean candle stains, wipe
with alcohol.

***
We cannot always build the
future for our youth, but we can
build our youth for the future.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt
***




