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(NAPSA)—There are hundreds
of small companies that build
their businesses around the media
and entertainment industry. This
includes offering their creative
computer animation talents for
the development of new movies
and video games.

These smaller firms—though
respected and applauded for their
creative expertise—don’t always
show the same respect toward the
developers of the software they use.
Often, animators are hired on a proj
ect basis and the firms that hire
these animators try to minimize
their expenses by cutting corners.

One of the primary areas where
they cut corners is in the purchase
of legitimate software. With illegal
copies of software available at
rock-bottom prices over the Inter-
net, it’s easy for these firms to sim-
ply download the software for the
project at hand. 

Other firms invest in a single
legitimate copy of the software,
yet ignore the license agreement
that entitles them to install the
software on one computer.
Instead, they make illegal copies
of the software and install them
on all the computers in their com-
pany.

Intellectual Property in the
Software Industry

Thirty-five percent of the pack-
aged software installed on per-
sonal computers worldwide in
2005 was illegal, amounting to
$34 billion in global losses due to
software piracy. This is according
to a study released by the Busi-
ness Software Alliance (BSA) that
was conducted by IDC market re-
search firm.

Autodesk, Inc. is a founding
member of the BSA and is one of
the world’s leading software and
services companies. Its animation
software portfolio for digital
image creation, 3-D animation

and visual effects has been used to
create popular video games and
Academy Award®-winning films.

“Smaller firms in the media
and entertainment industry can
be creative while still being prof-
itable and license compliant,” said
Sandy Boulton, director of License
Compliance at Autodesk, Inc. “We
are investing millions of dollars in
research and development to cre-
ate the software they use. As such,
we see ourselves as partners with
our customers and hope they
would respect our intellectual
property as much as the world
should respect theirs.”

Motion Picture Industry
Losses Reach Record High
A new study from the Institute

for Policy Innovation estimates
that motion picture piracy amounts
to $20.5 billion annually. According
to the study, “Absent piracy,
141,030 new jobs would have been
added to the U.S. economy. Of this
total, 46,597 jobs would have been
created in the motion picture
industries while 94,433 jobs would
have been added in other indus-
tries.” The study concludes that
this type of piracy impacts not only
the movie producers, but the own-
ers of the intellectual property and
all U.S. consumers and taxpayers.
As a result, the small animation
firms that pirate software are actu-
ally hurting the industry in which
they hope to thrive. 

To learn more about the soft-
ware piracy issue or to download
free resources to help you remain
compliant, visit www.autodesk.
com/piracy or call (800) NO-COPIES.

Stealing Software For Creativity Is Not Fun And Games

“Absent [computer] piracy, 141,030 new 
jobs would have been added to the U.S. 
economy." 

—Institute for Policy Innovation study

(NAPSA)—Preparing family
meals shouldn’t become just
another routine chore in your
household or an additional task at
the end of the day. There are simple
tips to help make any at-home din-
ing experience a fun and special
treat for you and your loved ones.
From experimenting with different
table settings to offering a new take
on traditional dishes, a few easy
steps can truly change the look and
feel of any meal. Below, Lulu Pow-
ers, renowned Hollywood caterer
and celebrity personal chef, offers
straightforward tips that will add
fun and flavor to everyday dining! 

Destination Dining:
No need to jet set around the

world to taste different cuisines—
mix things up by setting a theme
for your next meal and serve inter-
national dishes from your favorite
country. Experimenting in the
kitchen can be hassle free by using
Pepperidge Farm® Puff Pastry
sheets and shells; they’re easy to
use and very versatile for a variety
of meals. For example, Blueberries
Vol-au-Vent from France or Mexi-
cali Napoleons from south of the
border will impress diners and
please their palates, too! 

Amazing Atmosphere: 
Arrangement often enhances

even the simplest of dishes and it’s
easy to spice up any meal with a
fabulous presentation. Serve food
in colorfully lined baskets or on dif-
ferent geometric-shaped platters.
Scour flea markets for vintage-
looking serving pieces. Don’t worry
about matched place settings; the
more variety, the more original
your table will look. 

Family Time:
Quality time shouldn’t be

reserved for weekends or special
outings. Invite everyone into the
kitchen and make mealtime a fam-
ily time by assigning each person a
key job. For example, kids love
dessert, so let them create their
own with the Easy and Delicious
Sumptuous Pepperidge Farm® Puff
Pastry Fruit Tart—a dessert even
the tiniest chefs can make! Or have
someone make homemade bread-
sticks and place them in the mid-
dle of the table so everyone has
something to share throughout the
meal.

Mix it Up:
Good food doesn’t need to be

served during specific times of day.
If your specialty is eggs Benedict
or French toast, serve breakfast for
dinner as a special treat! Make it
fun for kids and let them wear
their pajamas to the table. Or, for a
Friday night treat, serve up finger
foods and treat family members to
their own mini-cocktail party. 

Incorporating little personal
touches and exciting dishes will
help make everyday dining a little
more fun. For more information on
puff pastry tips and recipes, visit
www.puffpastry.com.

Easy and Delicious 
Sumptuous Pepperidge

Farm® Puff Pastry Fruit Tart
Thaw: 40 minutes 
Makes: 10 servings
Prep: 20 minutes
Bake: 20 minutes
Chill: 30 minutes

1⁄2 of a 17.3-ounce package
Pepperidge Farm®

Frozen Puff Pastry
Sheets (1 sheet)

1 package (8 ounces) cream
cheese 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1⁄4 cup sugar
2 cups assorted fresh fruit

(kiwi, blueberries,
strawberries, bananas
and/or raspberries) 

1⁄4 cup apricot jam
1 tablespoon water

1. Thaw the pastry sheet at
room temperature for 40 min-
utes or until it’s easy to han-
dle. Heat the oven to 350°F. 

2. Beat the cream cheese,
vanilla and sugar with an elec-
tric mixer in a small bowl. 

3.Unfold the pastry sheet
on a lightly floured surface.
Roll the sheet into a 12-inch
square. Trim the pastry to fit
into a 10-inch springform
pan.

4. Bake for 12 minutes. Re-
move from oven and prick the
pastry thoroughly with a fork.
Bake for 8 minutes more or
until golden. Cool in pan on a
wire rack.

5. Spread the cream cheese
mixture on the crust. Arrange
the fruit over the cheese. 

6. Heat the jam and water in
a small saucepan over medium
heat until jam melts. Brush
the jam mixture over the fruit
to coat. 

7.Refrigerate for at least
30 minutes or until cheese is
firm. 

Individual Tarts: Use a 2-
or 3-inch cookie or heart-
shaped cutter. Makes about
12 pastries.

Timesaving Tip: Microwave
the jam and water in a
microwavable cup on HIGH
for about 30 seconds.

Make Ordinary Dining An Extraordinary Experience

(NAPSA)—It may sound like
a cell phone, but it’s an insulin
pump. That similarity means
Erin, 15, often has to educate
her teachers and coaches about
the device she uses to treat her
diabetes.

“When I took my SATs the
teacher told us that if she heard
anything beeping, she would take
the test away,” said the Bay
Shore, Long Island, teenager.

Life can be a challenge for a
child with type 1 diabetes, one of
the fastest-growing health epi-
demics in the country. That child
faces a daily physical regimen that
includes multiple insulin injec-
tions or an insulin pump, numer-
ous pricks to test blood sugar lev-
els and carefully balancing both
food intake and exercise. Even so,
the psychological and social chal-
lenges can be the most difficult
parts of the disease—and that
applies to the entire family.

“I worry about what happens
when my son gets older and I’m
no longer involved in nearly all
his activities,” says Nancy,
another New Yorker, of her 6-year-
old, Jack, who has to test his
blood sugar six to eight times each
day. 

For families like hers, organi-
zations such as the Juvenile Dia-
betes Research Foundation
(JDRF) and the American Dia-
betes Association (ADA) offer Web
sites and support groups, includ-
ing chat rooms, tailored specifi-
cally to children, teenagers and
parents coping with the disease.

People with diabetes can also

use the Internet to purchase pre-
scriptions and supplies online,
often at a discounted rate, through
companies such as Better Living
Now.

In addition to managing insur-
ance claims and paperwork over
the phone toll-free (877-238-5486)
or online at www.betterliving
now.com, the company—a present-
ing sponsor of the JDRF “Walk to
Cure Diabetes”—offers resources
including diabetes educators,
pharmacists, links to diabetes
research and education resources.

When 6-year-old Jack was
asked what he wanted to say
about diabetes, Jack said, “I want
a cure.”

Until one is found, JDRF, ADA
and Better Living Now will keep
working to help make life a little
easier for those with diabetes.

Resources Aid Those Growing Up With Diabetes

Life can be a challenge for chil-
dren with type 1 diabetes and
their families. Fortunately, online
resources can help.

Note to Editors: November is National Diabetes Month.
�

(NAPSA)—Considering invest-
ing on your own but nervous you
don’t know what you’re doing?
Author Dan Solin says that mak-
ing the most of  your  money
without the help of a financial
advisor is not as difficult as you
may think. Here are some of his
tips: 

•Avoid any broker or advi-
sor who claims he or she can
“beat the market.” The same
goes for trying to beat the market
yourself by trading online—don’t
do it. Dan explains that very few
brokers or advisors can “beat the
markets” over the long term. In
fact, most of them will underper-
form the markets. 

• Invest in the Market. In
his book “The Smartest Invest-
ment Book You’ll  Ever Read”
(Perigee Books, $19.95; Harper-
Collins audio CD, $22.95), Solin
says that the most important
decision that investors can make
is deciding how much of their
portfolio should be in stocks and
how much should be in bonds.
There are many questionnaires
available online that will assist
them in doing so. Once that deci-
sion has been made, they should
only invest in broadly diversified
index funds or Exchange Traded
Funds. 

•Understand that market
returns are superior returns.
Solin notes that the average

investor achieves far less than
market returns and that fewer
than 5% of mutual funds equal or
exceed market returns over the
long term. Solin says that the
goal of investors should be to
achieve market returns all the
time. 

A leading securities arbitra-
tion lawyer and a principal in
Academic Wealth Management,
LLP, Solin is a Registered Invest-
ment Advisor. He has appeared
on “The O’Reilly Factor,”
“MSNBC’s Week-end Economic
Review” and “CNN/Money.” 

Financial Advisor Empowers People 
To Invest On Their Own

***
It’s better to feed one cat than
many mice. 

—Norwegian proverb
***

***
Wherever you see a successful
business, someone once made
a courageous decision. 

—Peter F. Drucker 
***

***
The most important thing in
communication is to hear what
isn’t being said. 

—Peter F. Drucker
***

***
You must look within for value,
but must look beyond for 
perspective. 

—Denis Waitley
***

***
Happiness is like a butterfly
which, when pursued, is always
beyond our grasp, but, if you
will sit down quietly, may alight
upon you.

—Nathaniel Hawthorne
***


