HINTS FOR HOMEOWNERS

Roofing Disasters And How To Avoid Them

(NAPSA)—The roof on your
home is the first line of defense
against the elements of nature,
such as high winds, heavy rain,
sleet and snow. Conducting a com-
plete inspection—inside and out—
each spring can help avoid costly
problems later on. Look for these
key danger signals that indicate
your roof is not adequately pro-
tecting your home:

e Water, water, anywhere?—A
home inspection should start with
a check for leaks in the attic. This
can occur and be most obvious
after heavy, driving rains. Also
walk through each room of the
house and inspect walls and ceil-
ings. Ceiling spots can be another
warning sign your roof needs
repairs. And peeling of interior or
exterior paint or wallpaper, some-
times from excessive moisture or
high humidity, can be a sign of
possible inadequate attic ventila-
tion. If more ventilation is needed,
it can be relatively easy and inex-
pensive to install—even if you
don’t need a new roof.

¢ Crack down on cracks—The
most common leak sources on the
outside include cracks in flashing
around the chimney and vents, or
worn-out, decayed or missing shin-
gles. Check your gutters for debris,
including granules in the gutter. If
you find an excessive amount of
granules, it may indicate aging
shingles that should be replaced.
While up there, check for any
missing, cracked or curled shin-
gles. These should be replaced
quickly to avoid structural damage
to your roof deck and the interior
of your home. If any shingles are
blistered, decayed or “dirty look-
ing,” they need to be replaced, too.

If you find any of these poten-
tial problems and are in need of

Conducting a thorough home
inspection—inside and out—can
help prevent problems or keep
them from becoming costly.

repairs, the first and most impor-
tant step to take is to find a com-
petent roofing contractor.

Poorly installed or constructed
roofing systems waste American
homeowners billions of dollars
every year, according to GAF
Materials Corporation, North
America’s largest roofing manu-
facturer. Fortunately, most risks
can be avoided with a professional
roofing system that’s correctly
installed, maintained and/or
repaired.

GAF offers access to a data-
base of factory-certified, prequali-
fied roofing contractors. Every
contractor is licensed and insured,
and pledges to work on the home-
owner’s roof as if it were its
own. Simply call (888) LEAK-
SOS or check the Web site at
www.gaf.com. The site also has
graphics that will help you under-
stand how to spot problems, pro-
vides a list of certified roofing con-
tractors in your area and even
offers a free video entitled “Avoid-
ing Roofing Disasters.”





