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(NAPSA)—The Civil War, many
say, defined the United States as
a nation. Now, many of the nation’s
most significant Civil War battle-
fields are in danger. 

According to Brian Pohanka,
Civil War author and preservation-
ist, “Real people risked their lives
at these battlefields for ideals they
cherished above life itself. Allowing
these sites to fall prey to develop-
ment dishonors the memory of
their courage and sacrifice.”

Among the organizations fight-
ing to protect these national trea-
sures is the Civil War Preserva-
tion Trust (CWPT), the largest
non-profit battlefield preservation
organization in the United States.
CWTP recently released its
annual report on America’s most
endangered battlefield sites.

CWPT’s goal is to preserve
battlefield land through outright
purchases, conservation ease-
ments and partnerships with
federal, state, and local govern-
ments.  Among the historic prop-
erties CWPT has rescued from
the bulldozer’s blade are Brandy
Station and Manassas in Vir-
ginia, Mansfield in Louisiana,
Ft. Moultrie in South Carolina,
and Shiloh in Tennessee. Over
the years,  CWPT has helped
save more than 14,000 acres in
18 states.

Said James Lighthizer, presi-
dent of CWPT, “Our Civil War
history is disappearing at an
alarming pace. Without decisive
action, many of the sites listed
in our report will be little more
than a memory within a few
years.”

Among the sites the Trust
hopes to preserve are:

• Franklin, Tennessee was
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a g o n i z i n g

defeats suffered by the South
during the entire Civil  War.
Today, another agonizing fight
rages as local preservationists
work tirelessly to save the
remaining vestiges of this bloody
battlefield, including the former
Battleground Academy site.

• Chancellorsville, Virginia is
recognized by most historians as
General Robert E. Lee’s greatest
victory. Nevertheless, Chancel-
lorsville has long been among
the most threatened battlefields
in the nation. Recently, the state
announced plans for a bypass
road that will cut very close to
the battlefield.

• Harpers Ferry, West Vir-
ginia, is at the intersection of
rivers and history. Harpers Ferry
was a favorite haunt of Thomas
Jefferson, the scene of John
Brown’s 1859 raid, the focus of
Confederate General Thomas J.
“Stonewall” Jackson’s 1862
famous siege and the birthplace of
the NAACP. Now, key parcels of
the park are threatened with con-
struction and development.

To learn how you can become
part of efforts to preserve these
and other historic sites, visit
CWPT online at www.civilwar.org,
or call 1-800-606-1400.

Saving Our Historic Sites

Keeping urban sprawl from
wiping out historic civil war bat-
tlefields and similar sites is the
work of a non-profit organization.

Tips for Small
Business Success

(NAPSA)—Starting a small busi-
ness is no easy task—but you can
get help. Many who don’t, fail in
their first two years of operation.  

Fortunately, there’s the Ameri-
cans for Financial Security (AFS),
a national association dedicated to
helping entrepreneurs realize
their own definition of success.
For small businesses to succeed in
today’s competitive marketplace,
the AFS recommends:

• Start a business you will
enjoy.

• Have some experience or
background in the business you
start.

• Know the financial demands
of both the business and your per-
sonal needs.

• Develop a good business
plan.

• Establish a good routine of
financial reporting practices.

• Commit at least 25 percent of
your time to marketing.

• Never stop learning. Con-
tinue to educate yourself by read-
ing, attending college courses,
seminars, and small business
groups.

• Meet with other business
people regularly (at least weekly).

• Don’t be afraid of risk, and
most of all, don’t be afraid to 
succeed.

AFS offers its members a com-
prehensive package of benefits to
help them aspire, focus and succeed
in their businesses including free
access to professional business con-
sultants. For more information, call
1-800-492-1016 or visit the Web
site at www.afswebsite.org.

(NAPSA)—If April is the cru-
elest month, then April 15 is the
cruelest day (for taxpayers, at
least). There are more than 400
changes to tax laws due to take
effect over the next several years.
This year’s crop of tax software
has been designed to take some of
the agony and worry out of filing
taxes and offers plenty of assis-
tance. Better yet, using software
can save you time and money.
These 10 tips from Roy Santos
and Mick Lockey, software ana-
lysts for TechTV (www.techtv.com)
are designed to help ward off com-
mon mistakes when using tax
software. 

1. Choose the right software
so you don’t pay for more than you
need. If you’re filing a 1040EZ
form, use one of the cheaper alter-
natives or basic versions of the
TurboTax or TaxCut software, the
two industry leaders. Another
option, TaxAct 2001, won’t provide
many bells and whistles, but it’s
free and works well.

2. Double-check numbers, par-
ticularly your Social Security
number. Statistics show that this
number is the one most prone to
error. Many tax returns are sent
back because Social Security num-
bers have been transposed or
incorrectly entered.

3. Consider doing Web-based
filing, especially if you have a
broadband connection. All of the
major software companies, such as
Intuit and H&R Block, offer online
ways to file, and you don’t have to
install software. It’s also generally
cheaper, and you can access your
information from almost anywhere
via a Web browser.

4. If you’re using tax software
and filing electronically, don’t be
in a rush to file too early. There
may be updates to tax software
that could make a difference in
your calculations. Check the com-
pany’s tax software site for
updates before you file.

5. On the other hand, don’t
wait to prepare your taxes too late
because tax software is generally
quicker than visiting your neigh-
borhood tax office. You’ll be more
prone to mistakes if you rush
through tax forms, software or no
software. 

6. Instead of using the fee-
based tax advice that software
packages offer, try calling the IRS
first. Over the last few years, it’s

made big strides in being con-
sumer-friendly. It may have an
answer for your particular situa-
tion, free. If your question is too
difficult, it may require research,
but the IRS promises that someone
will call you back with an answer.

7. The well-worn homily, “A
good beginning makes for a good
ending,” applies especially to tax
software. Instead of lumping
statements and receipts in one big
pile, organize them first by sepa-
rating them into income items and
items for which you can claim
deductions, since this is the way
software is broadly organized.

8. As you’re using tax soft-
ware, save your work frequently.
H&R Block’s TaxCut Deluxe offers
this feature, but not every soft-
ware package does. In the event of
a system crash, it will be easier to
return to the form you were work-
ing on if you’ve saved it.

9. When you complete your
return, double-check the numbers
you’ve entered against the state-
ments you’ve received. Even
though tax software usually comes
with a guarantee of accuracy, it
doesn’t cover data entry mistakes. 

10. If this year’s tax filing was a
disaster even with preparation soft-
ware, resolve now to keep better
records of your finances. Consider
investing in a financial manage-
ment software application, such as
Intuit’s Quicken or Microsoft
Money. Transactions you enter into
the software can be imported into
next year’s tax forms. 

For more information on the
latest trends in tax software, go to
www.techtv.com, or contact your
cable provider for the local
TechTV offering. TechTV is the 24-
hour cable television network ded-
icated to showcasing the impact
technology has on our everyday
lives and the world at large.

How Technology Can Help You Save Money

(NAPSA)—Many teachers have
found a formula for generating
student interest in chemistry.

The main ingredient in this for-
mula is an educational kit, known
as You Be The Chemist, created
by The Chemical Educational
Foundation.

The kits, which contain inter-
active courses for the classroom,
teach kids about chemistry, the
proper handling of chemicals and
using products responsibly.

Challenging experiments and
activities built around “Investigat-
ing Goofy Putty” in the kit for
grades 4 to 6, and “The Ketchup
Cleaning Caper” in the kit for
children in kindergarten through
third grade, promote exploration
into the vast world of chemistry,
and encourage lifelong values of
responsible product care. 

Both kits are designed to sup-
port the goals established by
Benchmarks for Science Literacy
and the National Science Educa-
tion Standards. They are written
by teachers for teachers.

The K to 3 educational kit con-
tains student handouts, a poster
and a singalong cassette with the
“A to Z of Chemicals” Song. The
4th to 6th grade educational kit
contains a video, teacher’s guide
and activity packet for students. 

Both kits were developed with
the assistance of educators and
curriculum writers.

To date, nearly 5,500 K to 3
kits and 20,000 4 to 6 kits have

been distributed to teachers.
Many of the schools requesting
the kit have been urban. 

In Detroit, for example, a 4th
to 6th grade kit was distributed
to every 6th grade classroom and
s t u d e n t  f e e d b a c k  w a s  v e r y  
positive. 

Teachers reported that the kit
was a good way to get their stu-
dents interested in chemistry.

To order a You Be the Chemist
Educational kit, call the Chemical
Educational Foundation at 703/527-
6223 or e-mail comments@chemed.
org. Single copy requests of the kits
will be sent for free.

The Chemical Educational
Foundation was founded in 1992 to
spread the important message about
chemical safety. For more informa-
tion, visit www.chemed.org/chemistry.

Students Invited To Learn More About Chemistry

A new educational kit is help-
ing students to learn how to han-
dle chemicals safely.
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Here are a few Web sites you
may want to watch:
Coricidin HBP at www.coricid
inhbp.com.
The Guide Dog Foundation at
www.GuideDog.org.
Spectacular Sunwear Giveaway
at www.checkyearly.com.
UniFirst Corporation at
www.unifirst.com.
Meurice Garment Care at
www.garmentcare.com.
University of Phoenix Online at
http://online.uopx.edu/benefit.
The United States Olympic
Committee U.S. Olympic Team
Base Camp at www.usolympic
team.com/kids.
The Cap Gemini Ernst & Young
Center for Business Innovation
report at www.cbi.cgey.com/
research/future-scan/index.html.
H&R Block at www.hrblock.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

Florence Nightingale was not
only a famous nurse, she was an
accomplished mathematician.
She was the first person in the
English-speaking world to apply
statistics to the study of public
health.

Here are a few Web sites you may want to watch:
Women’s HeartAdvantage campaign at www.womensheartadvan
tage.org.
The Pantene Pro-Voice music competition a www.pro-voice.com.
Shriners International Headquarters at www.shrinershq.org. 
The American Heart Association at www.americanheart.org/cld.
All-American Road Trip Contest at holiday-inn.com.
King Arthur Unbleached All-Purpose Flour at www.kingarthur
flour.com.
The National Urban League at www.nul.org.
Nancy’s Quiche at www.nancys.com.
Dairy Management Inc. at www.butterisbest.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The word boondocks comes from the Tagalog word bandok, which
means mountains.Tagalog is the native language of the Philippines.




