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(NAPSA)—While 11 states and
the District of Columbia div vy up
$4.35 billion in Race to the Top
funds to attempt to fix the
nation’s public schools, a new pro-
posal is being floated to use the
same amount of money to offer
students a chance to attend the
school of their choice.

Known as “Passport Scho -
larships,” the plan would create a
similar $4 billion fund in unspent
federal stimulus dollars and allo-
cate it to all 50 states to create schol-
arship programs to award children
tuition grants to attend a school that
best meets their
needs.

The idea is one
penned by econo-
mist Brian Gott-
lob, a senior fel-
low with The
Foundation for
E d u c a t i o n a l
Choice. The plan
is an alternative
to the current
Race to the Top
proposals that
have drawn head-
lines nationwide.

“Race to the
Top may just turn out to be
another big fat check toward more
of the same education spending
that does nothing to help stu-
dents,” said Robert Enlow, presi-
dent and CEO of The Foundation
for Educational Choice. “Why not
use the money to do something dif-
ferent? Give parents more power.
Give them school choice.”

Under Gottlob’s proposal, as
many as 630,000 students could
earn scholarships over five years. It
would help save states as much as
$1 to $1.6 billion annually as chil-
dren transfer to private schools.
This is based on scholarship
awards of about $2,000 to $2,250
per student, under Gottlob’s plan.

“State budgets are in a real
pinch right now and they cer-
tainly could use the savings,”
 Gottlob said. “If it comes down to
pouring more mo ney into untested
education programs or giving kids
school choice, a Passport Scholar-
ship model will yield more
parental  satisfaction and better
student outcomes.”

Gottlob said he would divide
the $4 billion among states based
on population. The 12 largest
states offering Passport Scholar-
ships would see annual budget
savings in their state budgets

alone ranging
from $24.3 mil-
lion in Georgia to
$166.1 million in
California.

The U.S. De -
partment of Edu-
cation has al -
ready drawn
$4.35 billion in
federal stimulus
funds for Race to
the Top. Federal
education offi-
cials have said
they would like
Congress to

appropriate another round of
stimulus funds for the program.
Instead, Enlow said, the Passport
Scholarship concept would be a
much more effective use of federal
dollars.

“While states are trotting out
ideas such as grading teachers
and other accountability pro-
grams, in the long run they will do
little to move the needle when it
comes to improving student
achievement,” Enlow said. “Use
Race to the Top funds for scholar-
ships and you will see much
quicker improvement. Kids will
get a chance at a better education
immediately. Not maybe, or in
‘due time,’ but immediately.”

Scholarship Plan Offers Substitute To “Race To The Top”

(NAPSA)—Americans have
gone to sleep dreaming of cars ever
since the first Model T was rolled
off the assembly line in 1908. Some
dreamt of the cool bullet nose on
the 1950 Studebaker Commander
Convertible. Some dreamt of clas-
sic muscle cars like the 1969 Ford
Mustang “Boss 429.” 

When dreamers become driv -
ers, however, they’d better be darn
sure they comply with state laws
mandating that they carry auto
insurance. Most states won’t even
issue you a license unless you’re
covered for liability against
injuries and property damage
done to others. 

If it’s been too long since you
checked your auto insurance pol-
icy, you may be surprised by what
you may or may not be covered
against. Read on: 

• Remember This Word: 
Depreciation 

Picture this scenario you
(probably) wouldn’t wish on even
your worst enemy: Only a few
short weeks have gone by since
you proudly drove your  brand-
new car off the lot,  when
 suddenly—wham!—it’s totaled in
an accident. 

If you’re like a stunning 52 per-
cent of those questioned for an
“Insurance Literacy” survey con-
ducted recently by Zogby Interna-
tional for MetLife Auto & Home,
you’ve been operating under the
as sumption that you’re automati-
cally covered for the car ’s full
replacement cost. Uh, not neces-
sarily. Most insurers subtract for
depreciation—and you’d be sur-
prised how much “value” disap-
pears once you drive off the lot.
Only a select few like MetLife
Auto & Home will make you

whole during a policy’s first year
and/or 15,000 miles. 

• It’s Possible To Be “Upside
Down” on a Totaled Vehicle 

The past few years have made
us all more familiar with this
term, as applied to home mort-
gages, than we ever wanted to be.
However, the same principle
applies to auto loans. Say you still
owe $15,000 on your loan. If
you’re in an accident and your car
ends up being declared a total loss
but is still valued below the loan
payment, guess what: Unless you
had the foresight to purchase
“gap” insurance, you’re still
responsible for repaying the
 difference on your loan. 

• Leasing Isn’t a Free Pass 
Ah, but you say you don’t actu-

ally own your car. Nice try, but
even if the vehicle you demolished
(see above) was leased, you’d also
need to have purchased gap insur-
ance to have your insurer cover
replacing it and paying off your
lease obligation. 

• The Rental Car Conundrum 
Talk about probably wasting an

average of $9 to $19 a day. Even
though most auto insurance poli-
cies and credit cards extend (vary-
ing) rental insurance benefits to

customers, 28 percent of those
surveyed said they nevertheless
signed up for the insurance
offered by rental car companies
when not driving their own cars. 

• Check Your Homeowners
Policy 

If someone steals your cell
phone or MP3 player from your
car, don’t expect most standard
auto policies to cover its re -
placement cost. That’s handled by
homeowners, condo and renters
insurance. 

• Money-Savers Not To Be
Overlooked 

Why leave money on the table
when you don’t have to? While 93
percent of those  surveyed knew
they could get a break on their
insurance if they had a good driv -
ing record, only 63  percent were
aware that discounts also exist for
things like  car pooling or limiting
travel below a  certain number of
miles per year. 

Similarly, only 19 percent knew
you could save as much as 28 per-
cent by buying auto insurance
through programs offered by
employers. 

So what’s the takeaway from all
this? Well, if you just go by the
Zogby results, perhaps it’s no
 wonder that 77 percent of those
surveyed said they were willing to
pay more for the “peace of mind”
that comes with better coverage.
“People want to avoid costly
 surprises,” said Bill Moore, presi-
dent of MetLife Auto & Home.
“Knowing what you’re covered for
can make all the difference at the
time of a claim.”

To test your knowledge of auto
insurance and see how you stack
up against those surveyed, visit
www.metlife.com/insurancequiz. 

The Top Things You Don’t Know About Your Car Insurance

WHAT DREAMS ARE MADE OF:
A classic 1960s Ford Mustang.

(NAPSA)—Noting that 17 per-
cent of children are obese yet
most also lack critical nutrients,
the American Dietetic Association
and its Foundation launched the
Kids Eat Right campaign to pro-
mote healthy eating. It provides
tips, articles, recipes and videos
at www.KidsEatRight.org.

**  **  **
The U.S. Food and Drug

Administration recently approved
Suprep Bowel Prep Kit (sodium
sulfate, potassium sulfate and
magnesium sulfate) Oral Solution,
which could make it easier and
more likely for many Americans to
get a lifesaving test. Learn more
at www.suprepkit.com or (800)
874-6756.

**  **  **
The U.S. Food and Drug

Administration (FDA) recently
approved a new treatment for

hypertensive patients. This new
medication, called AMTURNIDE™

(aliskiren, amlodipine and
hydrochlorothiazide) tablets, com-
bines three medicines in a single
pill to treat high blood pressure in
patients not adequately controlled
on any two of its individual com-
ponents. For more information
and the full prescribing informa-
tion, visit www.amturnide.com.

***
Fear not, the people may be
deluded for a moment but can-
not be corrupted.

—Andrew Jackson
***

***
Go often to the house of a friend,
for weeds choke the unused
path.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

Besides being a monarch and ruler of the empire, Queen Victoria
was also the mother of nine children and filled 110 albums with family
photographs.

In French universities, freshmen are sometimes called “bec jaune,”
or “yellow beak,” for their similarity to fledgling birds.

Of all known mammals, the yak—the wild ox native to the moun-
tainous regions of Tibet—lives at the highest altitude.

***
Things may come to those who wait...but only the things left by
those who hustle.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one
has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome
while trying to succeed.

—Booker T. Washington
***

***
Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
Be willing to launch in faith,
with no guarantees of success.
This is the mark of personal
greatness.

—Brian Tracy
***

Fossil fuels are depleted at a
rate that is 100,000 times faster
than when they are formed.




