
10

(NAPSA)—Scientists focused
on treating the leading cause of
blindness in seniors have made an
important breakthrough.

An eye disease called neovas-
cular, or wet, age-related macular
degeneration (AMD) affects more
than one million seniors and
causes more older Americans to
lose their sight than any other
condition. Each year, 200,000
people in the U.S. are diagnosed
with neovascular AMD, and the
population at risk for blindness
caused by AMD is growing fast
since baby-boomers are aging and
people are living longer. By the
year 2030, neovascular AMD
could rob 500,000 people of their
sight each year. Fortunately,
there is a new treatment to help
fight this disease.

Macugen® (pegaptanib sodium
injection), an intravitreal injec-
tion, is now available for the
treatment of all forms of neovas-
cular AMD. Until now, treatments
were available for only about 25
percent of people with the condi-
tion, leaving hundreds of thou-
sands without a treatment option.
Clinical studies show that Macu-
gen may help preserve vision. 

“Macugen is a revolutionary,
breakthrough treatment for neo-
vascular (wet) AMD. Neovascular
AMD can lead to a rapid loss of
central vision that impairs activi-
ties such as recognizing faces,
reading, driving a car, crossing
streets and basic tasks,” said
Donald J. D’Amico, M.D., Massa-
chusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary
and professor of ophthalmology at
Harvard Medical School. “So
helping to preserve vision could
make a significant difference to
patients.”

Neovascular AMD is caused by
abnormal blood vessels leaking
blood and fluid into the part of the
eye called the retina. That leakage
damages the retina and eventually
destroys central vision. However,
most patients can still see periph-
erally, or “out of the corner of their
eye.” The new drug, which is made
by Pfizer and Eyetech, works by
targeting a type of protein called
vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF), which scientists believe is
an underlying cause of neovascu-
lar AMD. Although uncommon,
sometimes serious eye infection
can develop. Therefore, patients
with eye infections should not be
treated with Macugen.

The most common symptoms of
neovascular AMD is a central
blurred or black spot, distortion of
objects or simply blurred vision. If
you experience a change in vision,
see an eye doctor immediately.
The earlier treatment begins, the
better the outcome tends to be.
For more information on neovas-
cular AMD, talk to your health
care provider.

For more information on Macu-
gen, visit the Web site at
www.macugen.com.

New Treatment To Help Seniors Preserve Their Sight

Doctors say there is a new way to
treat the leading cause of blind-
ness in seniors.
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Gratitude for Grandma
(NAPSA)—Ask many Ameri-

cans, and chances are they’ll be
happy to convey the pride and
tenderness they have for their
grandmothers. A new book has
given people a chance to do just

that. 
The book brings together

touching tales about grandmoth-
ers written by parents, grandpar-
ents and grandchildren focusing
on treasured moments and mean-
ingful events.

Called “Chicken Soup for the
Soul Celebrates Grandmothers”
($9.95, HCI), the original stories
in the collection, combined with
inspiring quotes, unleashes emo-
tions that warm the hearts of
readers, no matter their age. 

The book also features a col-
lection of photographs that high-
light grandmothers and families
in moments of celebration and
togetherness. The pictures, along
with the poignant accounts, reveal
the invaluable contribution of the
grand matriarch and celebrate
her honored position in the circle
of loved ones. 

The book is available in book-
stores, by calling 800-441-5569 or
by visiting www.hci-online.com.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for homeowners who want the look
of wrought iron fence, but don’t
want the cost or the upkeep that’s
usually involved.

A new fencing system has been
created that is said to offer the
style of wrought iron without the
maintenance, work and worry. 

Called EverIron Ornamental
Polymer Fence, it’s engineered
from a polymer called Zyron—a
high-performance resin that has a
long history of use in exterior auto-
motive and marine applications.

According to the manufacturer,
the authentic wrought iron detail
in the fencing is manufactured in
a way that prevents rust, rot, sag-
ging and discoloration. It’s also
resilient and designed not to dent
or bend like aluminum. The fenc-
ing also contains special ultravio-
let inhibitors that prevent fading
or discoloring. And because the
color goes all the way through,
surface scratches will not show.
Plus, the system is designed to be
maintenance-free and comes with
a limited lifetime warranty.

The EverIron fence “system” con-
sists of a collection of components
that can be assembled easily—per-
haps even as a weekend DIY project. 

Some say the components—
which include mounting kits, post
caps, corner posts, gates and spe-
cial hardware for installing posts
on a concrete slab—could add a
decorative finish to just about any
home.

Currently, the fence is avail-
able in 6’ lengths. The panels can
be easily cut to shorter lengths if

needed. The company’s Web site
provides an easy-to-use project
guide to help consumers deter-
mine how much fencing material
they will need.

The fence is marketed by a
company called GeoMatrix. This
company also produces several
other maintenance-free products
for the home, such as Dimensions
Plastic Lattice, PegMaster Plastic
Pegboard, and a Universal Pri-
vacy Screen. The pegboard can be
used both indoors and outdoors.
The privacy screen is said to add a
touch of both beauty and pri-
vacy—as well as hide things such
as A/C units or garbage cans.

Consumers should always
check with local building codes
and obtain the necessary per-
mits for decorative fences. Also,
be sure to consult with utilities
to make sure you will not dig
into underground lines when
installing fence posts.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.geomatrix.info.

Get The Style Of Wrought Iron Without The Maintenance

A fence system made from a high-
performance resin is said to offer
the look of wrought iron without
the upkeep that iron requires.

(NAPSA)—In an eastern Ken-
tucky town with a population of
just 1,000, a community theater
company is born, the idea of for-
mer 4-H member Stephanie
Richards.

After a theater career in New
York and Chicago, Richards came
home to Appalachia to bring show
business to young people in a
remote area with few cultural out-
lets. “People are starving for a
theatre company here,” she said
about her Artists Collaborative
Theatre (ACT) project. 

Each evening, approximately
100 people are in the theater ’s
audience, enjoying the professional-
quality performances of local volun-
teer actors, many of them in a 4-H
theater club. The program works
with the University of Kentucky
College of Fine Arts and 4-H to pro-
vide people in Appalachia with cul-
tural experiences and opportunities
for both actors and audience mem-
bers and bring the small commu-
nity together to work on or watch
each show.

Richards is the first fine arts
4-H educator in America. Yet her
work is not just limited to young
people. “Older and younger gener-
ations are able to connect through
the program, sharing skills and
ideas from all ages,” she said. 

Artists Collaborative Theatre
offers 4-H youth the option to
work backstage or be in the spot-
light as an actor. 

One young thespian is 11-year-
old Sarah Haynes. “Acting taught
me not to be shy and to put myself
out there,” she said. Sarah first
got involved in the theater when
the ACT program offered auditions
at her school and she tried out.

Another aspiring actress is
Kenya Moore, 12. “A couple times
people missed practice, so we had
to switch roles and fill in to play
other parts. It was a learning
experience!” she said. 

Richards’ talent and the ACT
program have taught these artis-
tic youth and others in their com-
munity to stand up and have
pride in themselves and their
community. The theater gives
them a voice that’s being heard
beyond the hills of Appalachia as
it helps to overcome the chal-
lenges of this economically-
depressed community. 

“This theater is all about
expression of emotions and hope,”
Richards said. “It’s bringing this
community together as never
before.”

You may find your own commu-
nity of friends in the 4-H adven-
ture. To find out more about 4-H
programs, visit www.4husa.org. 

Kentucky 4-H Theater Puts Rural Youth in Spotlight

Young thespians rehearse a
scene for the Artists Collabora-
tive Theatre, the brainchild of
Stephanie Richards, the first fine
arts 4-H educator in America.

(NAPSA)—America’s quietest
sport can boast a dozen new
champions who have captured
$20,000 in scholarship prizes at
the National Finals of The
AmericInn Chess Championship.

One of the nation’s largest cor-
porate sponsored chess competi-
tions, The AmericInn Chess
Championship began last fall,
when more than 700 competitors,
ages 19 and younger, competed in
127 qualifying rounds held at
AmericInns across the U.S.A.
Nearly 200 section winners of
those competitions gathered at
RiverCentre in St. Paul, MN,
where the following 12 brilliant
young competitors captured schol-
arship prizes totaling $20,000:

OPEN SECTION
1. John Bartholomew, 18, Eagan,

MN, winning $5,000
2. Victor Feldberg, 19, New Hope,

MN, winning $2,000
3. Timothy Moroney, 16, Beverly

Hills, MI, winning $1,000
4. Keaton F. Kiewra, 17, Lincoln,

NE, winning $600
TOP UNDER 1400 SECTION
1. Jacob Kaganovich, 11, Plymouth,

MN, winning $4,000
2. Adam Bissonette, 13, Eden

Prairie, MN, winning $1,500
3. Quan Nguyen, 13, Plymouth,

MN, winning, $750
4. Adam Zach, 16, Dickinson, ND,

winning $400
TOP UNDER 1000/UNRATED

SECTION
1. Hang Nguyen, 11, Plymouth,

MN, winning $3,000
2. Anton Orlichenko, 16, Rochester,

MN, winning $1,000
3. Justin Buhl, 11, Vadnais Heights,

MN, winning $500
4. William J. Setzer, 15, Hudson,

WI, winning $250
“We are thrilled to be sponsoring

this significant and valuable com-

petition for the fourth consecutive
time,” said Jon Kennedy, senior
vice president of marketing and
franchise development, AmericInn
International, LLC. “AmericInn
sponsorship is valuable due to the
scholarships and because playing
chess is a boon to any child’s intel-
lectual development,” he said.
According to the United States
Chess Federation (USCF), who
sanctioned the National Finals,
young chess players score higher
on standardized tests than non-
chess players. 

“Chess playing positively impacts
a child’s intellectual development
and cognitive reasoning,” said
Maurice Ashley, international
grandmaster. “We are fortunate to
have AmericInn setting the stage,
for children to become attracted to
chess.”

AmericInn International, LLC,
Chanhassen, MN, is dedicated to
providing guests a quiet night’s
stay, thanks to its unique
masonry construction. Because
chess players like a quiet place to
play, AmericInns are the perfect
site for chess tournaments. There
are more than 220 properties
open or under development in 30
states. To learn more about
AmericInn and The AmericInn
Chess Championship, visit
www.americinn.com. 

Ssshhh!! 12 Brilliant Young Competitors Capture $20,000 In
Scholarship Prizes Competing In America’s Quietest Sport

(NAPSA)—After recovering
from a debilitating illness that
almost ended his life, Jordan
Rubin chronicled his nutritional
recovery—based on whole foods,
fermentation and whole food
nutritional supplements—in the
New York Times bestseller The
Maker’s Diet. Rubin founded Gar-
den of Life in 2000 to help people
attain extraordinary health. For
more information visit www.gar-
den oflife.com and www.makers
diet.com.

Many people have found phar-
macists who focus on personal
attention and quality counsel at
Medicine Shoppe Pharmacies. 

The Emancipation Proclama-
tion of 1863 declared slaves free
in the Confederate states still in
rebellion. It wasn’t until the ratifi-
cation of the 13th amendment in
December of 1865 that slavery
was entirely abolished through-
out the United States.




