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(NAPSA)—Many experts be-
lieve that science education is
vital to our country’s economic
growth and ability to compete on
an international level.

At the same time, a number of
educators warn that the achieve-
ment scores for U.S. students indi-
cate the science literacy of our
young people does not meet levels
needed to participate as fully pro-
ductive citizens in the 21st century.

Fortunately, according to a
recent survey, U.S. parents are
concerned about this trend. The
survey, conducted by the Depart-
ment of Education, shows that 85
percent of parents questioned
understand the value of science
education and want their children
to take more science courses.

At the same time, 94 percent of
parents report that they feel that
a science education is important
for their child’s success when they
enter the world of work and 60
percent of survey participants say
that a science education is very
important to their child’s future.

Another key finding of the poll
is that 51 percent of the parents
interviewed feel that they have
more science education than their
children. Researchers found this
result interesting, given the rapid
pace of scientific and technological
change in an era that has seen
advances such as the Internet and
the biotech revolution. 

However, one in four parents
feels uncomfortable when helping
their children with their science
homework, whether their child is
a boy or a girl. 

According to the survey, minor-
ity parents are more likely to
encourage their children to take
science courses and are more
likely to be more comfortable help-
ing with science homework than

their white counterparts. 
Some experts are concerned

that many schools do not share
parents’ enthusiasm for science
education. The U.S. Department
of Education, for instance, has
recognized the need to increase
the quality and amount of science
education available to middle and
high school students. 

In addition to many initiatives
generated by the No Child Left
Behind Act, the Department held
a summit in Washington, D.C.
where representatives from gov-
ernment agencies, science and
education groups and businesses
gathered to promote the need for
improved science education. 

Government officials also hon-
ored teachers from across the
country for their dedication and
excellence in the field of science
education.

To learn more, visit www.ed.
gov/rschstat/research/progs/math
science/index.html.

Parents Want Science Classes That Make The Grade

According to a survey, 85 percent
of parents say they encourage
their children to take science
courses.

Is It A Cold Or Is The
Baby Just Teething?
(NAPSA)—Pediatricians and

parents have long disagreed on
which of a child’s symptoms are
caused by teething and which
symptoms could indicate a serious
illness. Happily, researchers have
completed a new study to determine

exactly which symptoms can be
attributed to teething, and which
may have a more serious cause. The
study followed 125 babies ages 3 to
6 months for eight months. Here
are the results of that study:

• Elevated temperature (up to
102 degrees F), biting, drooling,
gum rubbing, irritability, and
sucking all were more common
among babies who were teething. 

• Temperatures above 102
degrees F and diarrhea were not
associated with teething, and
caregivers should not dismiss
these symptoms.

If it’s a cold, many pediatri-
cians recommend Baby AYR
saline nose spray/drops to help
relieve the symptoms of conges-
tion. For more information, visit
www.bfascher.com.

BABY IT’S A COLD if the temper-
ature is above 102 degrees.

(NAPSA)—Planning a party? Wow guests with outstanding appetiz-
ers that are simple to prepare. Start with a jar of versatile pickled
beets. They’re ideal for use in recipes and easy to keep on hand.

Pair the pickled beets with seasoned cream cheese and horseradish,
and roll into slices of deli pastrami to create Beet & Beef Canapés. They
might sound a bit unusual, but these unique, flavorful bites are a real
taste bud tingler. One taste tells you why. They’re perfect for picnics,
potlucks and parties all season long.

Add pickled beets to relish trays or an antipasti assortment for extra
color and flavor. Or for beet “bruschetta,” spread crostini (bread toasts)
with goat cheese and top with diced pickled beets.

BEET & BEEF CANAPÉS
Makes about 128 canapés

1 jar (16 ounces) sliced pickled beets
2 containers (8 ounces each) chive and onion flavor cream

cheese
11⁄2 tablespoons prepared horseradish

1⁄2 teaspoon ground black pepper
32 slices deli pastrami

1. Drain beets well; coarsely chop. Set aside.
2. In medium bowl, combine cream cheese, horseradish and

pepper; blend well.
3. Working with 1 slice of pastrami at a time, cut slice in half

crosswise. Spread 1⁄2 tablespoon cream cheese mixture over
slice; top with 5 to 7 beet pieces. Firmly roll pastrami from
shortest side. Cut each roll in half. Arrange on serving platter.

Note: For variety, substitute sliced deli turkey, roast beef or corned
beef for the pastrami.

EASY ENTERTAINING

Photo and recipe courtesy of Seneca Foods Corporation




