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(NAPSA)—As parents begin to
unpack the holiday decorations,
stock up on wrapping paper and
create budgets for the upcoming
season of gift-giving, schoolyards
are already abuzz about the latest
and greatest “must have” toys of
the season. 

Bionicles, Kinderbots, Light-
sabers and more—navigating the
wonderful world of the season’s
hottest holiday toys can be daunt-
ing for any parent, especially
when working on a tight budget. 

“Every holiday season arrives
with a slew of toys children will
add to their wish lists,” said Gary
Severson, senior vice president
and general merchandise man-
ager for Wal-Mart Stores. “When
purchasing any gift for a child, a
variety of things should be consid-
ered—age-appropriateness, price,
popularity—and parents often
need guidance when shopping for
toys during the holiday season.”

This is why Severson is pro-
viding the following sanity-sav-
ing shopping tips for customers
shopping for the season’s hottest
toys: 

Hot Holiday Toys: 
• Friends, popular television

shows, and movies usually moti-
vate children to want a certain
toy. This year, Star Wars: Episode
II Attack of the Clones, Spider-
Man, and Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets will be popu-
lar, so expect related merchandise
to be hot as well. 

• Video games and gaming sys-
tems will continue to be popular
this year, so it’s important to look
for age-appropriate video games
such as: Harry Potter and the Sor-
cerer’s Stone and Metroid Prime. 

• Don’t dismiss toys popular
from decades past—the classics
are back in a big way. A few ideas
include: Mr. Potato Head, Magna
Doodle, and even Care Bears. 

• For those seeking toys that
do more than entertain, look for

learning toys like LeapPad which
offer choices ideal for a range of
age groups. 

• DVDs will be popular for
older kids and some of the new
releases that will be popular
include: Spider-Man, Star Wars:
Episode II Attack of the Clones,
Men in Black II, and even Beauty
and the Beast.

Shopping Tips: 
• When shopping for toys, fol-

low the recommended age on
products.

• Consider looking toward a
trusted retailer’s Web site for a
listing of age-appropriate toys.
For example, Kasey the Kinderbot
and Chicken Dance Elmo are pop-
ular for preschoolers, and Bratz
Dolls and Hot Wheels are popular
for young girls and boys. 

• Ask a sales associate what
the coolest toys are of the season.
They usually have a good idea of
what the kids have been ogling at
in the aisles. 

• Consider shopping in the
early morning or late evening to
avoid the high traffic rush.

• No matter how well retailers’
shelves are stocked, it’s always a
good idea to shop early in the sea-
son for best sellers. 

For more information on the
season’s hottest toys, to shop by
age-appropriateness or to compare
and contrast prices, shoppers can
visit www.walmart.com. 
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A New Look At the
Everyday Plate

(NAPSA)—Artists are stepping
up to the plate in a competition
that challenges them to redesign
the everyday table setting. The
competition is a call for profes-
sional and student artists to
transform the way America thinks
about its plates.

The Dixie® Art of the Plate
Design Competition will select 100
original works designed by artists
from around the world, for display
in a special exhibit at the Museum
of Contemporary Arts and Design
(formerly the American Craft
Museum) in May 2003. Dixie will
award an unprecedented $50,000
in cash prizes. 

The contest is open to profes-
sional artists, designers, illustrators
and art students who would like to
take the ordinary paper plate and
make it extraordinary.  For each
design, entrants are asked to create
artwork inside a 9-inch diameter
white circle illustrating their vision
of the ultimate paper plate.
Entrants must be at least 21 or
older or have written permission
from a legal guardian to enter.
There is no entry fee, no purchase is
necessary and artists may submit
an unlimited number of designs.

There will be one grand prize of
$10,000 and eight first place prizes
of $5,000 each. Entries must be
received by February 15, 2003.  

Entries may be submitted
online at www.dixiecontest.com.  

Artists Prep Your Palettes—A
new contest challenges them to
transform the familiar paper plate
into a work of art.

(NAPSA)—What will the Inter-
net-enabled home of the future be
like? According to industry ana-
lysts, the Internet will not be just
for schoolwork and e-mail. It is
projected that the broadband
Internet connection will become
increasingly popular as devices
and applications emerge in the
area of home entertainment.

All of the applications listed
below are made possible through a
broadband connection (cable or
DSL) and simple local area net-
work (LAN), equipment provided
by companies such as NETGEAR, an
industry-leading provider of
affordable, flexible and easy-to-
install networking solutions.

• Internet audio—Companies
are launching a new breed of
audio services, like listen.com,
and Internet radio systems, like
those from Philips, that take
advantage of broadband Internet
connections to play streaming
Internet radio content. This type
of appliance allows people to get
away from the computer, yet still
enjoy the entertainment content
that the Internet can provide.
Internet radio allows listeners to
easily navigate pre-categorized
stations based upon genre, lan-
guage and region.

• Multi-System Gaming—Net-
workable game systems like
Microsoft’s Xbox make it possible
to connect individual game con-
soles together via Ethernet ports
for head-to-head multiple player
gaming. Wireless networking
equipment allows users to “bridge”
game consoles together without
unsightly cables. In addition, uti-
lizing a broadband Internet con-
nection and a service called Xbox
Live, Xbox users can simultane-
ously play and chat with gamers
around the world.

• Digital video-on-demand—
Video-on-demand distribution
subscription services promise to
deliver full-length movies. At pre-
sent, this is a progressive down-
load: people can begin watching
the movie just a few minutes after
they start receiving the file, while
the rest of the movie continues to
be sent over the next 30 minutes.
With broadband networking pro-
viding faster throughput speeds,

higher quality video will be able to
be carried through the home net-
work and displayed on the home
theater system.

• ReplayTV—The ReplayTV
4500 from SonicBlue uses a high-
speed broadband Internet connec-
tion, allowing users to record their
favorite shows and watch recorded
shows without commercials. The
broadband Internet feature makes
it easy to send and receive pro-
grams between ReplayTV 4500
units (i.e., you can share recorded
programs with friends and family).
Also, two units connected via the
Ethernet port can share programs,
so a unit upstairs in the bedroom
can play programs recorded down-
stairs in the living room. In addi-
tion, a networked PC can transfer
digital photos to the ReplayTV
4500 so that they can be displayed
on the television (no more crowd-
ing around the PC monitor).

Fortunately for most families,
installing a home computer net-
works doesn’t have to be a com-
plex operation. For example, NET-
GEAR offers a diverse line of
cost-effective, networking solu-
tions including Ethernet, wireless,
phone-line, and power-line, net-
working technologies. NETGEAR’S
products are available through
leading retailers nationwide. To
learn more about home network-
ing,  visit  their  Web site at
http://www.netgear.com/go/howto.

Computer Networks & Broadband: Infinite Possibilities

With broadband connections
and home networks, computer
users can truly discover what the
Internet has to offer.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
holiday decorations, the more the
merrier—but what do you do with
those decorations when the holi-
days are over?

Protecting holiday collectibles
from discoloration, tarnish and
dulling may be easier with some
tips from Steve Stanton, a storage
design expert and president of
The Ultimate Christmas Storage
Collection:

• Choose boxes with acid-free,
heavy duty chipboard construction
throughout. The acid in carton
boxes and newsprint typically
used to store ornaments can cause
colors to dull.

• Choose acid-free (archival)
packaging supplies such as shred-
ded bond paper, tissue paper and
use Desi-Pac® to reduce humidity,
which is very damaging to hand-
painted glass ornaments. Humidity
indicators are also available to place
inside each storage box.

• Removable trays make it
easier to organize your collection.

“Collectors are paying top dol-
lar for intricately hand painted
ornaments to display and eventu-
ally pass on to their children.
They understand the importance
of protecting these heirlooms
under the right conditions,” says
Stanton.

The Ultimate Christmas Stor-
age Collection, a division of I Was
Framed, features antique styling
and romance through the use of
decorative fabric patterns that
date back to the 1800’s. Fabrics
come in a variety of festive solids
and holiday prints, with five
Christmas designs and options for
the storage of Easter and Hal-
loween collectibles. 

Gift boxes range from $15 to
$28. Christmas storage boxes with
partitions and trays range from
$25 to a trunk for $200.

For more information, call 1-800-
397-7566 or visit www.ultimate
christmas.com.

Protecting Cherished Keepsakes

Specially designed boxes help
cherished Christmas collectibles
maintain their heirloom quality.

***
The value of a sentiment is the amount of sacrifice you are will-
ing to make for it.

—John Galsworthy
***

***
A community is like a ship; everyone ought to be prepared to take
the helm.

—Henrik Ibsen
***

***
People who believe a problem can be solved tend to get busy solv-
ing it.

—William Raspberry
***

***
Good phrases are surely, and
ever were, very commendable.

—William Shakespeare,
Henry IV, Part 2

***

***
Keep your fear to yourself, but
share your courage with oth-
ers.

—Robert Louis Stevenson
***

The smallest horse is the Fal-
labella, which grows only 30
inches high.




