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(NAPSA)—With home values
rising, mortgage rates low and
rental demand strong, purchasing
a second home may seem like a
good investment.

Many would agree. According
to the National Association of
Realtors’ (NAR) annual Invest-
ment and Vacation Home Buyers
Survey, over 2 million vacation
and investment properties were
purchased in 2015.

If you’re considering buying a
second home for leisure, rental
income or future retirement, here
are four suggestions that may help.

1. Seek help from a Realtor.
The survey found that recent vaca-
tion buyers typically purchased a
second home 200 miles from their
primary residence. Even if you’ve
visited your targeted search area,
chances are you aren’t privy to
local market conditions, such as
current demand levels and future
resale value.

A Realtor, a member of NAR, can
be your expert professional when it
comes to buying a home. He or she
can help you find the property that
fits your budget, and will negotiate
on your behalf at the closing table
so you get the best deal.

2. Know the rules if you
plan to rent it out. Whether it’s
occasionally or all the time, many
second-home owners rent out
their home to earn extra income.

Even if it’s only a few weekends
a year, it is absolutely crucial to
know all ordinances related to
allowing tenants into your home.
Laws can vary from one town,
neighborhood and condo building
to the next.

A Realtor can familiarize you
with the rules and laws of a prop-
erty before you decide to make an

offer. That way, you won’t be
caught in a situation where
restrictions limit your ability to
earn rental income, especially if
this money is needed to help pay
your mortgage.

3. Be ready to make your
case to lenders. Getting a mort-
gage today takes some diligence.

This is especially true with sec-
ond-home buyers, as adding
another mortgage to an existing
one is going to stretch your debt-to-
income ratio and you’ll likely need
to make a significant down pay-
ment on any second-home purchase
to get the most favorable terms.

4. Grab a pen and do some
paperwork. As with all home
purchases, it’s important to be
patient and flexible, and to stick to
your budget during your search. If
you have a Realtor at your side
and the means and wherewithal to
do it right, that second home can
be in reach either as a solid invest-
ment or a place in which to make
lifelong memories—or both.

Learn More
For further facts, including

how to reach a Realtor near where
you want to buy, go to www.realtor.
com/GetRealtor.

Four Tips On Getting A Second Home

A home away from home can be
easier to acquire than you may
think, especially with profes-
sional help.

Don’t ‘Overborrow’
(NAPSA)—According to the

U.S. Department of Education,
Americans owe more than $1.3
trillion in student loan debt.
That’s nearly the gross domestic
product of all of Australia. The
average U.S. college graduate has
nearly $38,000 in student loan
debt.

What’s more, the Teens &
Careers Survey by Junior
Achievement USA (JA) found that
a majority of teens hadn’t taken or
weren’t sure if they had taken any
steps to pay for the schooling
required for their career choice,
and 41 percent didn’t know how
they would fund the cost of train-

ing or school.
The fact is, most Americans are

borrowing more for college than
they’re able to pay off in a reason-
able time—but there is a place to
which to turn.

Given the challenges of grow-
ing student debt, Junior Achieve-
ment, the nation’s leading non-
profit economic education
organization, has a free resource
that can help teens and their par-
ents calculate a reasonable rate of
return for students’ college loans.

Called JA Build Your Future,
it’s a free app that helps break
down the cost of reaching one’s
goals into real, usable numbers.

It also helps teens explore more
than 100 careers and then calcu-
late a reasonable amount of
money to borrow given their
potential level of income.

“Our young people need tools to
help them make informed deci-
sions about how much to borrow,
given what their future potential
income might be,” explained Jack
Kosakowski, president and CEO
of Junior Achievement USA.

The app is at www.ja.org/Apps.

A free app helps students under-
stand if they’re borrowing too
much for college.

(NAPSA)—On October 5th, 4-H
and flying drones will excite more
than 100,000 kids about science in
the nation’s largest youth-led engi-
neering challenge.
4-H National Youth Science Day

Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics (STEM) will
come to life for thousands of youth
October 5th, when 4-H National
Youth Science Day (NYSD)’s Drone
Discovery Challenge kicks off
across the country.

Sponsored by 4-H and Hughes-
Net, NYSD is the largest youth-led
science challenge in the U.S. Youth
and mentors will explore the con-
cepts behind drone flight by design-
ing and building a camera-
equipped glider. Participants will
also learn computer coding by sim-
ulating drone flight online. Events
take place in all 50 states while 4-
H hosts a flagship event in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The goal of NYSD is to excite
kids about STEM through hands-
on experience with cutting-edge
technology. Drone Discovery
teaches about controlled flight; pay-
load and remote sensing; coding
and programming, and practical
tasks such as identifying invasive
plants in a cornfield.

“Drones are an exciting topic for
both kids and adults. Drones are
already revolutionizing industry—
filmmaking, search and rescue and
agriculture, to name a few—but the
technology is still young and there
is so much room to innovate. That
makes drones a great focus for
learning,” said Jennifer Sirangelo,
president and CEO of National 4-H
Council. “Picking exciting topics—
rockets, robotics, drones—and giv-
ing kids hands-on learning oppor-
tunities is the best way to energize
them about STEM and encourage
them to dive in deeper.”

National Youth Science Day is

one program in the STEM learning
partnership between 4-H and
HughesNet—America’s #1 choice
for satellite Internet. Together, they
expose students to hands-on sci-
ence, technology, engineering and
math learning by providing
resources for youth across the coun-
try, especially small communities
where STEM learning opportuni-
ties can be limited.

“There are youth all over the
country with remarkable potential
in STEM who just need a spark to
trigger their passion,” said Peter
Gulla, senior vice president, mar-
keting at Hughes Network Sys-
tems. “HughesNet believes they
should all have equal access to
hands-on learning, which is why
we’re proud to support National
Youth Science Day and other 4-H
programs to extend STEM
resources to every community.”

To register for the event, down-
load the experiment guides and
order a science kit, please visit
http://4-h.org/parents/national-
youth-science-day/. Tag photos and
videos of your work with
#4HNYSD.

Learn More
For more information, visit www.4-

h.org/4-h-national-youth-science-day
and www.hughesnet.com/4h.

Drones Give Kids A New View On Science

4-H National Youth Science Day
offers hands-on learning in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) to thousands of youth
across the country.

(NAPSA)—You have a better
chance of keeping yourself, your
vehicle and your passengers on
the road to safety even when the
weather is bad if you prepare in
advance so your vehicle can be
your refuge. These seven tips can
help.

Take Inventory Inside
Make sure you know what’s

inside your vehicle. See that you
have a blanket, first aid kit, cur-
rent snacks and an inflated spare
tire; also, a cell phone charger and
some basic tools. All those can be
useful if your vehicle leaves you
stranded.

Clean and Coat
Your windshield allows you to

see what’s coming. Clean the
inside thoroughly to remove
buildup, smoke and haze. On the
outside, use a product such as
Invisible Glass Clean & Repel to
add a protective coating to help
shed rain, snow and ice while
increasing visibility.

Inspect the Outside
See that all your lights work,

front and rear. Working lights are
key to seeing and being seen.
They’re not just for looks. Plus,
driving with burned-out bulbs can
result in a hefty fine.

Checkups Count
Perform regular maintenance,

including checking that little oil
change sticker on the windshield.
Regular maintenance is similar to
a checkup. Metal shards in your
oil, discolored coolant or an irreg-
ular noise can help diagnose
something that could go wrong
with your ride.

Keep Your Wheels Turning
Your vehicle’s tires and wheels

take a beating every time you drive.
Brake dust, grease, oil, and road
grime can cause permanent dam-
age over time. A simple cleaning can
help protect your tires and wheels,
prolonging their life. For example,
Stoner Wheel Cleaner quickly pen-
etrates deep into hard-to-reach areas,
making cleanup fast and easy.

Don’t Pass Gas
If you have the chance to fuel up,

take it. On any trip, never let your
tank drop below half full. Doing that
means you should always have enough
gas to get back to where you were.

Charge Your AC
The air conditioner system

does more than cool your vehicle.
It also removes excess moisture.
Fogged windows are a sign that
your defrosters may not be able to
keep up the pace. Have your
mechanic top off your refrigerant.

Learn More
There are many ways to make

sure your vehicle is ready for any
season. For further tips, visit
www.Facebook.com/StonerCarCare
and www.stonercarcare.com.

Be Prepared For Whatever Nature Throws At You

A cleaner car can mean a safer
ride in bad weather.

(NAPSA)—Showers—you use
them in the morning to wake up,
after a workout to rinse off, or in
the evening to freshen up. That
might explain why showers are
one of the leading ways we use
water in our homes, accounting
for nearly 17 percent of all
residential indoor water use.

The American average family
uses nearly 40 gallons of water
per day in the shower; that adds
up to nearly 1.2 trillion gallons of
water used across the United
States annually just for
showering, or the amount of water
residents of New York and New
Jersey use all year!

What’s more, it takes a lot of
energy to heat the water we use to
shower. With winter approaching
and more hot showers on the
horizon, there is a simple switch
you can make to save water,
energy, and money without
sacrificing shower time or quality.

Showerheads labeled by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s WaterSense® program
are independently certified for
both efficiency and performance,
so you can be confident they will
provide the same spray flow and
coverage you’ve come to expect
from standard showerheads, while
using 20 percent less water and
reducing the energy needed to
heat shower water.

By replacing just one
showerhead with a WaterSense
labeled model, EPA estimates the
average family can save 2,900
gallons of water, the amount of
electricity needed to power a
home for 13 days, and $70 in
water and energy costs every
year! For every shower you take,
you’ll save enough electricity to

power a 60-watt lightbulb for
eight hours. On a larger scale, if
every home in the United States
replaced existing showerheads
with WaterSense labeled models,
that would save nearly $5.1
billion in water and energy costs
and 260 billion gallons of water
across the country annually.

If you’re in the market for a
whole-bathroom makeover, make
it a resource-saving remodel with
all WaterSense labeled products.
Upgrading a main bathroom with
a labeled toilet, sink faucet, and
showerhead can save 10,000
gallons of water, 420 kilowatt-
hours of electricity, and $140 in
water and electricity bills
annually. WaterSense labeled
models are available in a variety
of styles, finishes, and price
points to fit any bathroom
remodeling project. Make the
switch and save!

For more information about
saving water and energy during
Energy Action Month this October,
visit www.epa.gov/watersense.

Shower Yourself in Savings

By switching to a WaterSense
labeled showerhead, you can
save water, energy, and money.

Editor’s Note: October is Energy Action Month, as well as EPA’s Shower Better Month, a time when con-
sumers can save energy, water and money with a WaterSense labeled showerhead. However, this story can
run any time of year.
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The world’s smallest grand piano
was created by Sega Toys Com-
pany. Available in Japan, it is
equipped with a full 88-key key-
board. It’s four millimeters wide
and weighs in at about eight
pounds. There’s an appropriately
sized bench that goes with it.

In an effort to get listed in the
Guinness Book of World Records,
Eric Meissner made the world’s
smallest violin in 1977. It measured
just over 11⁄2 inches long.




