Car Care Corner

Simple Ways To Save On Car-Related Costs

(NAPSA)—According to AAA, it
costs more than 56 cents per mile,
or $8,410 per year, to own and
operate a new passenger vehicle.
The most recent data available
from the National Automobile
Dealers Association has the aver-
age sticker price for a new car at
$27,550. So buying a car or truck
is likely one of the largest pur-
chases most people will make in
their lifetime. While a vehicle can
be an expensive proposition, there
are ways to manage car-related
costs and protect your investment.
Shell Oil Products offers these
tips:

Don’t Be Fuelish.

* Avoid packing items on top of
the car or hauling a heavy load,
which can decrease gas mileage.

* Press down gradually and
gently on the pedals to give your
brakes—and your passengers—a
break. Abrupt starts and sudden
stops can cause wear on your vehi-
cle and decrease fuel efficiency.

¢ Keep your car’s engine warm
and running efficiently by plan-
ning ahead and combining your
errands into one outing.

* Carpool with friends or co-
workers and share driving respon-
sibilities to help minimize vehicle
wear and tear and reduce fuel
consumption.

Look for Extra Ways to Save.

e Use a credit card that offers
a special reward or rebate to help
you save money on car-related
purchases. For example, con-
sumers who use the Shell Master-
Card® from Citi® Cards earn a 5
percent gasoline rebate on Shell
gasoline purchases—that trans-
lates to 10 cents per gallon on
gasoline priced at $2 per gallon.
Additionally, using the card for
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Routine maintenance helps keep
your vehicle operating properly, sav-
ing you time, trouble and money.

other everyday purchases earns
an additional 1 percent in Shell
gasoline rebates.

e Stretch your car-care dollars
by seeking out special discounts,
warranties and value-added
offers. For example, many tire
retailers offer ongoing special ser-
vices free of charge, such as tire
rotations, tire balancing and flat
tire repair, with the purchase of
new tires.

Be Mindful of Maintenance.

* Routine maintenance helps
keep your vehicle operating prop-
erly. Follow the maintenance
schedule recommended by the
vehicle manufacturer. Regular oil
changes and inspections of your
vehicle’s belts, hoses and fluids
will help prevent unexpected
problems and save you money in
the long run.

* Make sure tires are inflated
to the proper level—it will provide
less road resistance and help
improve fuel efficiency.

By following these simple tips,
consumers can put a cap on car-
related costs and help keep their
vehicles running smoothly. To
learn more, log onto www.local
shell.com.





