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(NAPSA)—Researchers may
have found a new way to help
many of the four and a half mil-
lion people in the U.S. who suffer
from Alzheimer’s disease. Volun-
teering to participate in a clinical
trial may help researchers.

Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is the
most common form of dementia (a
brain disorder that seriously
affects the ability to carry out
daily activities) among older peo-
ple. It involves the parts of the
brain that control thought, mem-
ory, and language. Diagnosis can
be difficult and involves several
tests: 

• Medical history, including
current mental or physical condi-
tions, prescription and nonpre-
scription drug use and family
health history

• An evaluation of ability to
sense time and place; to remember,
understand, and communicate;
and to do simple math problems

• A physical examination, in-
cluding a brain scan, laboratory
tests, and an evaluation to detect
other causes of dementia

New Type of Treatment
Undergoing Clinical Trials
There is, however, new hope. A

study reported in the journal Neu-
rology suggested that a device
similar to that used for years to
successfully treat people with
hydrocephalus, water on the
brain, may stabilize or slow the
decline in mental function in
Alzheimer’s disease patients. 

The treatment involves placing
a narrow catheter into the fluid-
filled cavity of the brain, allowing
the controlled drainage of a small
quantity of fluid. In Alzheimer’s
patients, brain toxins do not
appear to clear from this fluid at
the same rate as in healthy indi-
viduals. It’s thought that this
build-up contributes to the disease
progression. Called the Cog-
niShunt System, the device is

designed to improve the clearance
of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and
reduce the amount of these toxins.
The desired result is to slow or
stop the progression of the dis-
ease. The surgery is well tolerated
and patients often go home by the
next day.

In the study, the shunted group
had better preservation of mental
function over 12 months compared
to the control group that received
standard medical therapy. Levels
of a potentially neurotoxic protein
making up the neurofibrillary
“tangles” that are hallmarks of
AD, showed a marked and persis-
tent decline. 

“These data are consistent with
our hypothesis that restoring CSF
clearance may result in stabil-
ization of mental function in
Alzheimer’s disease,” said C. Ray-
mond Larkin Jr., chairman and
CEO of Eunoe, Inc. “If our early
results are confirmed, this could
be a powerful treatment option for
Alzheimer’s disease patients and
their families.”

For more information, includ-
ing how to participate in a clinical
trial, call 1-888-469-6463, or see
www.eunoe-inc.com.

Clinical Trials Provide Hope For Slowing
The Progression Of Alzheimer’s

More than 400,000 people are
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
every year in the U.S. A new
device may help.

Undersea
Understanding
Cousteau’s Legacy Lives On

(NAPSA)—The next time
you’re awash about where to go
for a terrific trip, consider this:
the bustling, sunny seaport
Hampton, Va., is now home to the
Cousteau Society and a water-
front gallery featuring Cousteau
pioneering underwater photogra-

phy.    
Free and open Monday through

Saturday, the gallery features the
work of founder Jacques-Yves
Cousteau using photography, arti-
facts, ship models and film
footage. Visitors travel through
history with artifacts from
Cousteau expeditions such as a
shark cage, decompression cham-
ber, a minisub, and a jeep with
dents in the side from a rhinoc-
eros charge. The attraction is a
lively complement to other down-
town activities such as harbor
tours, historic Hampton Carousel,
the Virginia Air & Space Center
and the Riverside IMAX Theater.

“We are hoping the opening of
this center will introduce our visi-
tors to the wonders of the Ocean
Worlds, and in turn inspire them
to protect the environment in
which they live,” said Robert
Steele, vice president of finance
for the Cousteau Society.

For more information, you
can call 757/722-9300 or see us at
www.cousteau.org.

From a shark cage to a jeep
dented in a rhinoceros charge,
you can put yourself in Cousteau’s
flippers.

(NAPSA)—Learning more
about  preventing dangerous gas
leaks in the home could save lives,
and minimize property damage.

Some of the greatest dangers
around the home may be unseen
—such as gas leaks, carbon mon-
oxide and radon. To avoid unseen
dangers and alert your family to
danger, many families check
appliances regularly and purchase
alarms.

Increasingly, families are tak-
ing the extra precaution of using a
gas connection system that fea-
tures automatic gas shut-off.

In the event of a catastrophic
gas leak, a system such as Brass
Craft’s Safety+PLUS® Advantage
shuts off the flow of gas to the
appliance. Safety+PLUS responds
to excess gas flow much like a cir-
cuit breaker responds to electrical
overload.

The valve shuts off gas flow
only to the appliance where a leak
is detected, allowing the rest of the
home’s gas system to continue
functioning. After the problem is
corrected, the gas shut-off valve
automatically resets, restoring gas
flow and gas leak protection at the
appliance. 

The accompanying stainless
steel connector features ProCoat™,
a specially engineered polymer
coating that protects the connec-
tor from chemical exposure and
possible corrosion. 

The connectors are offered in a
variety of configurations for every
gas appliance, including gas
ranges, dryers, furnaces, water
heaters, space heaters and gas log
fireplaces. The shut-off valve is

also sold separately for use with
existing gas connectors. Both
products can be found at hard-
ware stores and home centers in
the plumbing department. 

If you do smell gas, act quickly.
Open doors and windows, and
check to see if any appliances
were left on. Evacuate all occu-
pants and call your local gas com-
pany from a neighbor’s home.

Whatever you do, don’t do any-
thing to trigger an explosion. Do
not smoke, use a lighter or strike
a match. Never operate an electri-
cal switch, including garage door
openers, telephones or flashlights,
since an electrical current could
ignite an explosion.

For more information, visit
www.brasscraft.com or call (248)
305-6000.

Shut-Off Gas Connector: Important Safety Feature

A gas connection system that
features an automatic gas shut-
off can help keep families safer.

(NAPSA)—Today, losing weight
can be a challenge for anyone
experiencing a hectic and unpre-
dictable life. It is not surprising,
then, that experts say it is essen-
tial for a weight-loss plan to be
flexible and adapt to the fast-
paced way people now live.

Unfortunately, many weight-
loss diets are based on rigid for-
mulas that are hard to maintain.
Low-carbohydrate diets may look
good on paper, for example, but
it’s easy to feel deprived of the
foods you love when following
them and easier still to abandon
the diet altogether in the face of
ordinary obstacles. What busy
people need is a plan that adds
flexibility and ease to their lives.

The good news is that Weight
Watchers has introduced new
FlexPoints. The company has
taken the simple structure of its
POINTS® Food System that is
proven to work and built in plenty
of leeway so eating well and losing
weight aren’t such a hassle. Flexi-
bility and the freedom to eat
whatever you like helps to elimi-
nate the stress that can compli-
cate the weight-loss process.

According to the International
Labor Organization, Americans
are working almost a full week
more per year than they were a
decade ago, and the news maga-
zine The Wilson Quarterly says
that leisure time for most adults
has shrunk by almost 40 percent
during the past 15 years.

In reality, people juggle so
much in their daily lives that, for
many, trying to lose weight is just
another source of stress. A 2002
Harris Interactive study found
that almost half of its respondents

feel they don’t have time to get
their lives in order. 

“A rigid diet is like walking a
tightrope because there’s no room
for error,” said Karen Miller-
Kovach, M.S., R.D., Chief Scien-
tist at Weight Watchers Interna-
tional, Inc. “FlexPoints is like an
elastic band that can be pulled
and stretched lots of ways without
breaking.”

New research comparing peo-
ple’s mental approach to eating
have found that a “flexible control”
approach to eating is associated
with successful weight manage-
ment. Flexible control means
being able to adjust one’s eating
up or down, as the situation
requires. The research shows that
being flexible is associated with
fewer episodes of overeating, lower
body mass indexes, and lower
scores on measures of depression
and anxiety.

For more information or to find
the nearest meeting location, visit
WeightWatchers.com or call 1-800-
651-6000.

Flexibility:The New Buzzword In Weight Loss

For most people, flexibility is
key in finding a weight-loss pro-
gram that works.

(NAPSA)—Buried in the back-
yard of 25 percent of American
homes is a septic tank. Proper
maintenance is an important part
of ensuring reliable service and
preventing an embarrassing and
messy backup. To avoid an ugly
mess, the experts at Rid-X Septic
System Treatment recommend
using Rid-X Septic System Treat-
ment Powder once a month.
Monthly use helps reduce the rate
of sludge accumulation, which
helps keep a system running
smoothly until the next pumping.
This treatment contains billions
of bacteria and enzymes specifi-
cally selected to digest septic sys-
tem waste. For more information
and to receive a handy guide to
septic system maintenance, call 1-
800-228-4722. 

A new online business simula-
tion makes it possible for future
CEOs to “run” a company that
manufactures and sells a high-
tech product. Students learn to
analyze situations, apply informa-
tion under pressure, chart data,
build consensus before taking
action, engage in critical thinking

and work as part of a team. Called
JA Titan, the program is avail-
able at http://titan.ja.org and was
created by the world’s largest
and fastest growing organization
dedicated to educating young
people about business, economics
and free enterprise—Junior
Achievement. To play JA Titan,
visit its Web site at http://
titan.ja.org. For more information
about JA, visit www.ja.org or write
JA National Headquarters, One
Education Way, Colorado Springs,
CO 80906. You can also contact the
nearest Junior Achievement office.

***
Spring is when you feel like
whistling even with a shoe full
of slush.

—Doug Larson
***

***
In necessary things, unity; in
doubtful things, liberty; in all
things, charity.

—Richard Baxter
***

***
We the people give our nation
its character—and character
flaws.

—Cullen Hightower
***




