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(NAPSA)—The words “software
pirate” may conjure up images of
street-side vendors hawking cheap
versions of software or organized
rings of professional thieves selling
their stolen wares on Internet auc-
tion sites. While these offenders
certainly constitute a significant
percentage of software pirates, in
the United States the average
offender is more likely to be a typi-
cal employee or employer of a
small or medium-sized business.
Many users are not aware that by
extending software licenses pur-
chased for a specific user to others
in the company, they are in fact
violating copyright law. 

So you might ask, “What’s the
big deal? Nobody is harmed, right?”

The truth is that software
piracy harms all of us. Billions of
dollars are lost annually to piracy,
the majority of which is attribut-
able to “casual” perpetrators. Our
economic health is undermined by
the lost tax revenues, job opportu-
nities and impedes the pace of
innovation that stimulates and
grows economies. 

Countries around the globe are
grappling with the issue of
software copyright protection,
especially as the Internet and
other technological advancements
increase the ability and the temp-
tation for people to use software
they did not license. Today the
global piracy rate is 40 percent,
reflecting a revenue loss to U.S.
business software developers of
almost 11 billion according to a
study by the Business Software
Alliance (BSA). 

“It is estimated that for every
one copy of Autodesk software
that is purchased legally, another
five copies are illegal. We believe
that approximately 80 percent of
our losses are attributable to cor-
porate copying by small and
medium-sized businesses,” said
Sandra Boulton, director of
Piracy Prevention at Autodesk,
the world’s leading design soft-
ware and digital content com-
pany. “This is lost revenue that
could otherwise support more
jobs, R&D and our network of
2,600 developers.”

Legal Implications
Users of copied or counterfeit

software lose important benefits.
They encounter viruses, corrupt
disks or otherwise defective soft-
ware that hurts their productivity.
They also receive little or no docu-
mentation, and are not eligible for
technical product support and
software upgrades available to
registered users. If caught, copy-
right infringers also face civil
and/or criminal charges.

The U.S. copyright law pro-
vides for the recovery of damages
for civil copyright infringement.
Recovery includes payment of up
to $150,000 per infringed work,
destruction of illegal copies and
payment of attorney fees and
costs. The law also allows the gov-
ernment to prosecute copyright
infringers and provides for crimi-
nal penalties, including fines of up
to $250,000 and jail terms of up to
five years.

The software industry is one of
the great success stories of the
last century. Continued software
development can bring major ben-
efits to individuals and corpora-
tions. Those who steal from the
software industry will eventually
find that they have stolen from
themselves as well.

For more information on
Autodesk’s Piracy Prevention
program or to report suspected
illegal use of Autodesk software,
call 1-800-NO-COPIES or visit
www.autodesk.com/piracy.

Software Piracy In Our Own Backyard

At a global rate of 40 percent,
software piracy harms us all.

Give Learning A Chance
(NAPSA)—An important pro-

gram may help impoverished chil-
dren learn to help themselves—
and those around them.

The program, called “School
Tools for Kids,” accepts donated
school kits and distributes them
where they are needed most.
School kits consist of basic sup-
plies such as pens, pencils and
paper.

In countries devastated by war
and poverty, such tools are in
short supply. That makes it diffi-
cult for many school-aged chil-
dren to learn ways to better their
situations.

The program, which is run by
World Vision, accepts donations
from individuals, families, schools
and companies. The kits are
delivered to countries including
Armenia, Bosnia, Romania, Chad,
Ghana, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Peru, Mongolia and
Vietnam.

For information on ways to
involve your school or community
group, visit the site www.world
vision.org/schoolkits, or call 1-800-
642-1616. Founded in 1950, World
Vision is a Christian humanitarian
organization, serving the world’s
poorest children and families in
nearly 100 countries.

An important program may
help children around the world
receive a quality education.

OF SCHOOLS

(NAPSA)—With warmer tem-
peratures and longer days upon
us, more than 66 million Ameri-
cans who barbecued last year will
once again light up the grill this
year.  A recent survey by the
Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Associ-
ation shows that 61 percent of all
grill owners have gas grills. Of
those, more than 90 percent are
fueled by propane. However, this
preference for gas grills is not a
new trend. The percentage of grill
owners with gas grills has steadily
increased for more than a decade.  

To ensure a safe and enjoyable
outdoor grilling experience, the
Propane Education & Research
Council and the National Propane
Gas Association are offering the
following safe cleaning and cook-
ing tips.

• Before lighting your propane
gas grill burner, use a leak-detec-
tion solution to check all connec-
tions for tightness. Contact your
local propane gas supplier to
obtain the leak-detection solution
and instructions on how to use it.

• Always follow all of the grill
manufacturer’s instructions and
keep written materials and manu-
als in a safe, accessible place.

• When not in use, make sure
all grill burner controls are turned
off and that the valve cylinder is
closed.

• Always use or store cylinders
outdoors with the relief valve in
direct contact with the vapor
space, usually in an upright (ver-
tical) position.  

• When you have your cylinder
refilled, have your supplier check
for dents, damage, rust, or leaks.
If you exchange your cylinder,
these inspections are already com-
pleted on the full cylinder.

• After filling or exchanging,

take your cylinder home immedi-
ately. Keep your vehicle ventilated
and keep the cylinder valve closed
and plugged or capped in accor-
dance with the manufacturer ’s
instructions.

• When your grill is not in use,
cover disconnected hose-end fit-
tings and burner air intakes with
small plastic bags, or protective fit-
ting caps from your propane sup-
plier to keep out dirt, insects, and
moisture. Remember to remove
them before starting your grill.

• Do not smoke while handling
the propane cylinder.

• If there is an uncontrollable
release of gas or a fire, call the fire
department immediately and
move all people and pets away
from the unit.

• Do not allow children to tam-
per or play with the cylinder or
grill.

• Do not use, store, or trans-
port your cylinder where it would
be exposed to high temperatures.
(This includes storing spare cylin-
ders under or near the grill.)

Propane The #1 Choice Among Grillers
Safety Tips Ensure An Enjoyable Grilling Experience

Larger cooking surfaces, side
shelves and multiple burning
systems are the top reasons why
barbecue enthusiasts prefer
propane grills.

(NAPSA)—Summer is almost
here and that kicks off bug sea-
son. Start dusting off the gear for
your favorite outdoor activity:
hiking, golfing, rollerblading,
walking, rafting, swimming, etc.
You’ve got your checklist and

already know the
do’s and don’ts of
how to minimize
bug contact. Does
this sound famil-
i a r. . . s t a y  a w a y
f r o m  s t a g n a n t
pools, clean out

your rain gutters regularly, keep
your lawn and hedges well
trimmed to reduce shady areas
where mosquitoes tend to rest, try
to pick a breezy location when
enjoying the outdoors, wear light-
colored clothing, avoid using
heavily scented shampoos and toi-
letries, etc., etc., etc.

Great advice! But what about
choosing the best protection out
there? What makes up the check-
list for the ideal insect repellent?
The bug experts at Avon, makers
of the legendary Skin-So-Soft
brand, have compiled a short list
of what to look for when seeking
defense against pesky bug bites.

One suggested bug repellent
recommended  by  the  Wor ld
Health Organization: Avon Skin-
So-Soft Bug Guard Plus IR3535®.

Ideal Insect Repellent Check List
Tips For Keeping Insect Free

IDEAL INSECT REPELLENT CHECK 
LIST

❒ Effective UV protection—which means that 
it should have SPF.
❒ Suitable for all skin types, even sensitive 
skin—this means that the product shouldn’t 
even have the slightest possibility of adverse 
side effects.
❒ Good cosmetic properties (fragrance, 
texture, application)—it shouldn’t feel sticky 
or smell funny, you should actually want to 
wear it whenever you’re outdoors.
❒ DEET-free, PABA-free Repellent 
Ingredient—IR3535® offers a great defense 
against insects
❒ Skin Benefits—because you’ll be 
reapplying, you'll want a product that 
moisturizes and is non-greasy, hypoallergenic 
and dermatologist tested.
❒ Strong Reputation—Recommended as an 
effective insect repellent by the World Health 
Organization. Proven as an effective and 
dependable insect repellent by independent 
field studies.

(NAPSA)—Now more than
ever, people planning vacations
are budgeting into the cost of the
trip the minimal additional
expense for travel protection. 

A travel protection policy is a
combination of travel insurance
and 24-hour emergency assistance
services designed to give peace of
mind to people planning a tour or
cruise, a soft adventure trip or
even a stay at the beach. 

What’s Covered
Travel protection covers pre-

payments travelers make for their
trip, as well as a variety of cir-
cumstances that might cause
them to interrupt their trip. While
away, if they have to receive emer-
gency medical or dental treat-
ment, they’re covered—and their
coverage includes emergency med-
ical transportation home, even if
an air ambulance is required.

Other eventualities covered by
travel protection include lost or
delayed baggage, trip delay and
more. In fact, one leading travel
protection company, Access Amer-
ica, has its own in-house, 24-hour
emergency hotline that its clients
can call for professional help. And
the cost for travel protection is a
small fraction of the overall trip
expense. 

Not only are more and more
families taking active vacations,
many of them are well aware that
something as simple as a case of

the flu might cause them to cancel
their trip. 

Now More Than Ever
Access America has recognized

a sharp increase in the percentage
of American travelers who are
protecting their vacation invest-
ment and their own well-being
while on the road.

Further information about travel
protection is available at travel
agents throughout the United
States, by calling 800-284-8300 or
at www.accessamerica.com. 

Don’t Worry—Get Covered!

Whether you’re in Paris or
Peru, if you have travel protection
you also have 24-hour access to
emergency medical referrals and
assistance.

***
Behold the turtle.  He makes
progress only when he sticks
his neck out.

—James Bryant Conant
***

***
Throw your heart over the fence
and the rest will follow.

—Norman Vincent Peale
***

***
We must not give only what we
have; we must also give what
we are.

—Cardinal Mercier
***




