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(NAPSA)—“We gonna celebrate
and have a good time,” sang Kool
and the Gang. “It’s time to come
together. It’s up to you, what’s
your pleasure?”

Having fun, toasting friends
and celebrating an occasion—any
occasion, be it a birthday, a new
job, paying off a student loan or
just a spot of nice weather—is one
of the simple joys of life. And by
planning ahead just a little, it can
be easy to entertain at home,
whenever you want to celebrate.

For instance, make sure the
music selection fits both the occa-
sion and the taste of those invited.
(What would your hip-hop friends
say about your collection of ’80s
hits?) Then, make a guest list that
suits the affair; be sure to include
an interesting mix of people that
will have a lot to talk about.

Speaking of mixes, mixed
drinks are always a popular choice
for parties. Start with mixers—
cola, club soda, fruit juices, etc.—
and make sure the bar is well-
stocked. For example, sparkling
wines are a popular item to have
on hand and domestic varieties
can be a terrific way to let the bub-
bles flow without breaking the
bank. They can be readily blended
into such delightful drinks as
Peach Bellinis and Apple Martinis.

Developed by Mumm Napa,
Cuvée M is a luscious sparkling
wine that holds the fresh fruit
and decadent flavors that can
only be found in the renowned
vineyards of Napa Valley. Beauti-
ful notes of ripe peaches, creamy
vanilla and rich white chocolate
create an exquisite sparkling
wine to delight the palate and
satisfy any occasion.

The following recipes are
served in some of America’s top
restaurants and bars:

PEACH PUNCH
Bringing out the fruity peach

overtones of Cuvée M, an LA bar-
tender created a delectably tasteful
updated version of the classic
peach bellini:

3 quarts chilled Cuvée M
champagne

1 quart puree of fresh peaches
Sugar to taste

1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 antique glass punch bowl

Directions: Cool cham-
pagne on ice; call some of
your closest friends and rent
a couple of old flicks. Pull out
your mother’s old punch bowl,
start a fire, get out the VCR,
and sweeten the peaches to
taste. Stir in the lemon juice
and put into punch bowl. Add
champagne, mix well, ladle
into punch glasses and enjoy
the evening.

Approx. 20 6 oz. servings.

MMMM GROOVY BLUE
Fitting for Cuvée M’s fresh blue

look, this playful cocktail is to the
tongue what a hot saxophone solo
is to the ears.

chilled Cuvée M
champagne flutes
one or two blue gumballs
per serving

Directions per serving: Fill
each flute 3/4 full with chilled
champagne. Drop in gumballs,
swirl and enjoy.

Sparkling Ideas To Liven Up The Party

Fun and fruity mixed drinks can
be a splendid treat at any kind of
party.

(NAPSA)—With gasoline prices
continuing to fluctuate, the news
has been full of reports about the
improved fuel economy provided
by hybrid vehicles. Nationwide,
interest in hybrids continues to
grow, and J.D. Power and Associ-
ates now predicts that, by 2005,
there will be nearly 400,000
hybrid vehicles on the road.

So just what is a “hybrid vehi-
cle”? It commonly refers to a vehi-
cle that combines two power
sources, usually an electric motor
and a gasoline engine. But not
always; even among gasoline-elec-
tric hybrids, not all models are
created equal.

The purest form of hybrid,
sometimes called a “full” hybrid, is
capable of running solely on elec-
tric power in certain driving condi-
tions. It may also operate on com-
bined gasoline and electric power,
or gasoline only. A good example is
the Toyota Prius, featuring a new-
generation hybrid system called
“Hybrid Synergy Drive.”

The Prius was the world’s first
mass-market hybrid when it was
introduced in 1997, and it is still
the only one capable of operating
on its electric motor alone. Owners
often refer to this as running in
“stealth mode” because of the quiet
operation of the electric motor.

Other types of hybrids are either
already on the market, or slated for
introduction in the near future.
Many will start out with the gaso-
line engine running and use the
electric motor for assist. These are
usually called “mild” hybrids.

One of the most important
things to remember about any
hybrid available for sale in the
U.S. is that it never needs to be
plugged in for recharging. In fact,
they can’t be plugged in. Batteries
powering the electric motor are
recharged while driving.

In most cases, hybrids also will
shut down completely at a stop-
light, saving fuel and cutting
emissions. A “full” hybrid will pull
away from the stop using only its
electric motor. With a “mild”

hybrid, a touch on the gas pedal
will typically start the gasoline
engine, similar to the technology
used for golf carts.

Hybrids aren’t just smaller cars
anymore. The 2004 Prius has a
completely redesigned exterior
and a new, larger interior. Best of
all, despite improvements in fuel
economy (an estimated combined
city/highway of 55 mpg, up from
48 mpg) and performance (more
than two seconds quicker 0-60),
the base price will be unchanged.

Uncle Sam is also supporting
the hybrid market, offering a one-
time $2,000 tax deduction to
hybrid buyers. The program is
scheduled to phase out beginning
in 2004 by dropping the deduction
by $500 a year through the end of
2006, but lawmakers are now
reconsidering the phase-out. Cur-
rently only the Toyota Prius and
the Honda Insight and Civic
Hybrid qualify for the deduction.

Interested in a hybrid but need
the capabilities of an SUV? Next
year, a version of the Lexus RX
330, powered by the Hybrid Syn-
ergy Drive system will go on sale,
providing the fuel economy of a
four-cylinder engine and perfor-
mance well beyond the typical six-
cylinder engine, according to the
company, which also says other
hybrid models are on the way.

To learn more about hybrid
technology, visit the Web site at
www.toyota.com.

Here Come The Hybrids

Hybrid vehicles, which are
becoming more popular, offer fuel
economy and clean emissions.

(NAPSA)—An increasing num-
ber of studies with young children
support the theory that music mak-
ing contributes to the development
of essential cognitive systems, which
include reasoning, creativity, think-
ing, decision-making and problem
solving. With this in mind, today’s
preschoolers are now able to learn
their lessons through the repetition,
rhythm and rhyme of musical
sounds and lyrics with help from
Learn Through Music. This new,
interactive early learning system
from Fisher-Price helps toddlers
between 18 months and 4 years
develop the building blocks of learn-
ing with their favorite friends from
Barney, Blue’s Clues, Dora the
Explorer and Sesame Street. 

A national survey shows that kids
who volunteer their time develop an
invaluable sense of compassion
towards others and a deeper under-
standing of the world around them.
One opportunity is a program run
by Scholastic Book Clubs called
ClassroomsCare. For the third year
in a row, kids get to read books in
their classrooms, and for every l00
they read, the club donates l00
books—for a total donation of two
million books—to underprivileged
kids who cannot afford to buy books.
For more information about the
ClassroomsCare program, visit

www.scholastic.com/ classroomscare
or talk to your child’s teacher.
Experts say it is never too early to
learn about giving to others.

Whether you have recently adopted
an older pet, or have given up trying
to correct your pet’s bad habits, it is
not too late to teach him good man-
ners. From housebreaking to digging
and chewing, experts at the American
Animal Hospital Association (AAHA)
say consistency and positive rein-
forcement are the key. Housebreaking
should be a breeze for older pets who
have less urgency problems and bet-
ter control. Food treats and positive
reinforcement will help your pet learn
basic commands such as “sit,” “stay”
and “come.” Never physically punish
a pet; this may lead to aggressive
behavior. For more information, visit
the AAHA at www.healthypet.com.

(NAPSA)—Have you ever had a
great idea for a new product, but
not know where to start to bring it
to life? Now you can start with
Invention Quest™, a nationwide
search for the next easy office prod-
uct. Through November 21, 2003,
America’s most inventive minds have
the opportunity to submit their ideas
for a revolutionary new office prod-
uct. One winner will receive $25,000
and royalties for their invention idea
that Staples creates and sells as an
exclusive. More information is avail-
able at www.staples.com/iq.

In the mid-’80s, the International
Association of Fire Chiefs and
Energizer recognized a disturbing
trend—home fire deaths and injuries
were increasing despite widespread
use of smoke alarms. Research
showed non-working smoke alarms
were often responsible. It was then
that the two organizations decided
to join forces to spread the news
about proper smoke alarm mainte-
nance. Together they founded the
“Change Your Clock, Change Your
Battery” program in 1987. Now in
its 16th year, the “Change Your
Clock, Change Your Battery” pro-
gram has donated nearly 2 million
9-volt batteries to reach children,
senior citizens and families in com-
munities nationwide.

For most pet owners, keeping their
animal companions healthy is as sim-
ple as making regular visits to the
veterinarian. But what if there are
no veterinarians within reach? That’s
the situation faced by tens of thou-
sands of people and their pets in
impoverished communities within
the U.S. and beyond its borders. In
these communities, The Humane
Society of the United States’ Rural
Area Veterinary Services (RAVS) pro-
gram can mean the difference
between sickness and health, between
life and death for dogs, cats and other
animals. The program is funded by
donations. To contribute to RAVS,
you can send a check to The HSUS,
2100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC
20037 (mark “RAVS” on the memo
portion of your check). For more infor-
mation, visit www.hsus.org/ravs.

(NAPSA)—According to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH),
allergies contribute to more than two
million missed school days per year.
Research has found that many chil-
dren with nasal allergies also suffer
from the most common type of eye
allergy, allergic conjunctivitis. Med-
ications that can help alleviate
these symptoms include OPTIVAR

(azelastine hydrochloride oph-

thalmic solution), 0.05%, a prescrip-
tion eye drop for itching of the eyes
associated with allergic conjunctivi-
tis in adults and children ages three
and older. For more information on
OPTIVAR and allergic conjunctivitis,
visit www.medpointeinc.com/optivar
or call 800-526-3840. 

Having more information and a
wider variety of foods to choose
from can help people meet their
nutritional goals and take respon-
sibility for their own wellness.
That’s why Bob Greene, exercise
physiologist, Oprah’s personal
trainer and best-selling author,
recently teamed up with McDon-
ald’s® to help provide important
information about making smart
nutritional choices. Together,
McDonald’s and Greene will pro-
mote the importance of a balanced
diet and physical activity based on
principles of balance, variety mod-
eration and being active. Informa-
tive materials will be available in
the restaurants, online at www.
mcdonalds.com or by calling the
toll-free number at 800-244-6227.
Additional information is found at
www.GetWiththeProgram.org.

(NAPSA)—While each baker
brings a pinch of their own per-
sonality to the process, there are

first-time errors that are common
to the learning curve, particularly
when dealing with yeast. A com-
mon mistake is letting dough rise
too much. Dough that rises to more
than double its size will collapse
during baking. If the dough has
been allowed to rise that much,
punch it down and let it rise again.
But make sure it doesn’t rise more
than double its volume. The
Fleischmann’s Yeast Web site,
breadworld.com offers recipes and
baking tips, along with a frequently
asked questions (FAQ) section. As
an alternative, there is a toll-free
telephone number, 1-800-777-4959,
that bakers can call with questions. 




