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(NAPSA)—From the 17th cen-
tury, we’ve seen paintings that por-
tray children blowing bubbles with
clay pipes. And since the 18th and
19th centuries, it has been com-
monplace for mothers to give their
children leftover washing soap to
blow bubbles for fun. Moving into
the Machine Age during the 20th
century, street peddlers were
among the first to sell bubbles as a
toy. These days, bubbles are mass-
produced by companies such as
Funrise Toys and more, and rein-
troduced each year on shelves dur-
ing the spring. Today, bubble solu-
tion is the best-selling toy in the
world, year after year, with hun-
dreds of millions of bottles sold.

Despite what the thermometer
says, for many in the country,
spring is just around the corner.
And with spring comes flowers,
warmer weather and children
playing outside. National Bubble
Week bursts onto our calendars
each year in March, kicking off
the “BUBBLE SEASON,” which
goes all summer.

So how can you celebrate the
season of bubbles?

First: GET SOME BUBBLES!
Premier bubble maker Funrise

Toys makes Gazillion Bubbles,
whose bubble solutions are made
right here in the U.S.A. On
shelves at all major retailers,
Gazillion Bubbles are the biggest,
brightest and most colorful bub-
bles on the market, hands down.
And you can ramp it up with their
awesome bubble toys and acces-
sories, such as the Gazillion Bub-
ble Monsoon (SRP: $24.99), the
Gazillion Bump & Go Bubble Car
(SRP: $19.99) and the Gazillion
Bubble Hurricane (SRP: $16.99),
all available at Toys ‘R’ Us.

Next: TRY OUT SOME
BUBBLE TRICKS!

•The Bubble Snake: Cut the
bottom off of a plastic bottle. Slip a
sock over the cut end of the bottle.
(If you like, you can secure it with
a rubber band.) Squirt dishwash-
ing liquid into a bowl or plate. Pour
some bubble solution onto a plate.
Dip the sock end of the bottle into
the solution. Blow through the
mouth of the bottle to make a bub-
ble snake! Want to make a bubble
rainbow? Stripe the sock with food
coloring and repeat the trick!

•The Unpoppable Bubble:
Put a container lid on the table
face up. Pour in your bubble solu-
tion (Gazillion Bubbles have the
reputation of being the strongest
on the market) and dip in a straw

so that it’s wet halfway up the
straw. Touch the straw to the lid
and blow a bubble on the lid.
Slowly pull the straw all the way
out of the bubble. Now, poke the
scissors through the wall of your
bubble. What happens?

•The Square Bubble: Take
four pipe cleaners and form them
into a square with a wand. Dip
the wand in your bubble solution
and see what happens!

Finally:
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

AND BECOME
A BUBBLE MASTER!

•How a Bubble Gets Its
Color: As waves of light pass
through the bubble, they get dis-
torted by reflecting off different lay-
ers of soap film and are called iri-
descence. (Gazillion Bubbles is also
known to have the most colorful
and beautiful bubbles available.)

•Can You Freeze a Bubble?
A bubble’s shell is composed of a
layer of water molecules sur-
rounded by two thin layers of
soap. Technically, a bubble will
freeze below 32 degrees Fahren-
heit like all water. The only prob-
lem is that bubbles tend to burst
after a few seconds, so in order to
truly see a bubble freeze, the tem-
perature needs to fall to about 23
degrees for bubble staying power.

•Why Do Bubbles Burst?
Anything that fractures the tenu-
ous layer of water molecules can
cause a bubble to burst. For exam-
ple, a gust of wind or an object
(like your finger) will easily cause
a bubble to burst. Bubbles also
burst by simply drying out. Mois-
ture within a bubble causes the
molecules to draw closer together,
enabling the bubble to stay formed
for a longer period of time. This is
why bubbles tend to work best in
high-humidity environments.

Essentially, bubbles are loved
the world over by people of all
ages. There are even university
studies focused on them. For kids,
bubbles are pure fun for spring
and summer outdoor frolic. For
adults (where you’ll find them at
events such as proms, weddings
and more), they symbolize peace,
harmony and beauty.

Our suggestion: Start BUBBLE
SEASON right, and pop into a
store today to stock up. And don’t
forget to share your bubble memo-
ries and enter the annual Gazil-
lion Bubbles annual photo contest,
with prizes monthly through
August 30, 2015 at www.facebook.
com/funrisetoys.

The Bubbles Are Coming! The Bubbles Are Coming!

Bubbles can make nearly any day more fun.

(NAPSA)—Having investments
means reporting some additional
information on your tax return,
but it doesn’t mean you need a
CPA. The step-by-step, easy guid-
ance in digital tax filing solutions
makes it easy for investors to pre-
pare and file their own taxes with
confidence.

“Simply knowing what invest-
ment information you need to
report on your tax return from the
start will save you time and
money,” said TaxACT spokesper-
son Jessi Dolmage. “Knowing that
will also help prevent you from
overpaying or underpaying taxes
on your investments.”

Be Prepared
Having all your forms and

information beforehand makes
tax time easier and faster for
everyone, but especially for
investors. Gather all your Form
1099-Bs from brokerages, other
tax forms (W-2s, other 1099s,
etc.), plus any documentation
about your transactions.

If you’re still waiting for 1099s or
other investment information, Dol-
mage recommends preparing as
much of your return as possible now
but wait to file until you receive it
to avoid amending your return.

DIY tax filing solutions often
import transactions directly from
brokerages or provided data files.
TaxACT also offers a spreadsheet-
style entry tool for Form 1099-Bs
for fast entry and review of up to
2,000 transactions.

Investors with a lot of transac-
tions can also obtain Form 8949,
Sales and Other Dispositions of
Capital Assets, from their broker-
age or a service that generates the
form. Simply submit it with your
return.
Double-check Your Form 1099s

Depending on how long you’ve
held the asset and where it origi-
nated, your Form 1099-B may not
list your cost basis and date
acquired. If your cost basis and
acquisition date aren’t on your
Form 1099-B, you still need to
report it on your return. Without
a cost basis, proceeds are taxed as
a capital gain.

Verify Your Cost Basis
The cost basis is the purchase

price of an asset adjusted for stock
splits, dividends, return of capital
distributions and any other basis
adjustments. Using the correct

cost basis is key to accurately
reporting and calculating a capital
gain versus a loss, the difference
between the asset’s sales proceeds
and the cost basis.

Even if your cost basis is re-
ported on Form 1099-B, check
your investment records to verify
that it’s correct. Your reported
amount is based on the informa-
tion available to your brokerage,
which may not include all the
data needed to calculate the true
cost basis.

For instance, the sale of certain
employer stock options may be
reported on your Form W-2 and
Form 1099-B. If you don’t adjust
your cost basis for this, your sale
may be taxed as ordinary income
and as a capital gain.

To report adjustments to cost
basis amounts on your tax return,
enter the adjusted amounts and an
adjustment code for each that
explains the reason for the change.

Purchase Date Matters
Assets held for more than 12

months are considered long-term
and benefit from reduced capital
gains tax rates of 0 percent, 15
percent and 20 percent based on
your tax bracket. Conversely,
short-term gains for assets held
for less than 12 months are taxed
at ordinary rates.

Verify the asset’s purchase date
before selecting the short-term or
long-term reporting category for
the transaction on your tax return.
(Remember, the date acquired may
not be on Form 1099-B.) Incor-
rectly reporting the term may
result in overstating or understat-
ing your total tax liability.

Visit www.irs.gov for more
investment tax tips, and www.tax
act.com to learn how TaxACT
makes tax time easier for investors.

Four Tax Filing Tips For Investors

Using the correct cost basis is
key to accurately reporting and
calculating a capital gain or loss.

The smallest bone in the human body is the stapes, or stirrup bone,
located in the middle ear. It is approximately one-tenth of an inch
long. Shaped like a stirrup on a saddle, it transmits sound vibrations
through the auditory system.

The zipper was patented in 1891.

Swim For Your Life
(NAPSA)—If you’ve never

learned how to swim, you’re not
alone. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimates
that 37 percent of American
adults can’t swim the length of a
pool. If you’re in that 37 percent,
you risk becoming one of the 10
people who drown every day in
the U.S.

Now in its second year, the
“April is Adult Learn-to-Swim
Month” campaign from the Swim-
ming Saves Lives Foundation and
U.S. Masters Swimming (USMS)
continues as pools, lakes, and
beaches start opening for the
warmer months.

USMS has also launched its
Adult Learn-to-Swim Instructor
Certification Program for adults
who want to teach other adults
how to swim.

“Teaching adults requires a dif-
ferent approach than teaching
kids, so we’re going after this
problem on two fronts: bringing
awareness and training instruc-
tors,” says Rob Butcher, USMS’s
executive director.

To learn more or find an adult
learn-to-swim program nearby,
visit www.usms.org/learntoswim.

You’re never too old to learn the
lifesaving skill of swimming.

Rhode Island never ratified the
18th Amendment—prohibition.

Delaware was the first state to rat-
ify the United States Constitution.
It did so on December 7, 1787.




