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(NAPSA)—Before you trade in
your car or truck at a dealership
or decide to sell it yourself, it may
be well worth your while to make
a quick walk-around to assess its
exterior condition. A dented
fender, broken light or similar
defect will reduce the re-sale
value of your vehicle by hundreds
of dollars.

Exterior condition is among the
most important factors in deter-
mining your vehicle’s re-sale
value, and it’s becoming an even
more crucial consideration every
day. Why? The continuing surge in
new-vehicle sales by manufactur-
ers—prompted by short-term
leases and aggressive incentives
—has created a surplus of high-
quality used vehicles.

Potential purchasers of these
used vehicles—whether auto deal-
ers or discerning consumers—
now have a large and growing
inventory from which to choose.
More important, more used vehi-
cles in good condition, regardless
of age, are showing up on dealer
lots and in the classified ads. This
surplus has the effect of driving
down the value of cars or trucks
with obvious external flaws. In
many cases, this devaluation may
be greater than you think.

For example, according to one
vehicle-rating group, the difference
between the value of a 2001 Ford
Taurus LX in Texas is more than
$1,000 when sold in “excellent” con-
dition compared to being sold in “fair”
condition. (See first chart.)

The re-sale equation is signifi-
cant for even older vehicles. For
example, the equivalent value dif-
ference for a 1996 Ford F-150
pickup truck tops $1,000. (See sec-
ond chart.)

Of course, getting the most
value from your vehicle will require

an investment on your part. Ford
Motor Company offers the follow-
ing advice to help balance the
investment you make with the
return you may expect to receive.

1. Rely on the professionals for
collision repairs. While fixing an
exterior cosmetic defect may
appear simple, you may run the
risk of creating more problems
than you solve. Your local dealer-
ship either provides the repair
services you need or can refer you
to an independent collision repair
shop in your area.

2. For exterior body parts—
such as fenders or bumpers—you
are likely to be faced with the
choice of having the parts re-

paired or replaced. For significant
sheet metal dents or cracks in
plastic components, replacement
may be the most cost-effective
option.

3. For safety-related items
such as lighting—replacement of
the part is a necessity.

When replacing exterior parts,
always remember to ask for gen-
uine replacement parts made by
your vehicle’s manufacturer. Gen-
uine replacement parts are the
same as those used on your vehi-
cle when the vehicle was built,
with equivalent fit and finish—
two of the key factors that vehicle
appraisers assess when determin-
ing a vehicle’s value.

A Little Collision Repair Is A Good Investment Before Selling Your Car

Values from Kelley Blue Book (www.kbb.com) on Sept. 3, 2003. Values
vary by location. “Excellent” means the vehicle needs no recondition-
ing. The paint is glossy and the body is free of visible defects. There
is no rust. “Good” means the vehicle is free of any major defects. The
paint and body have only minor blemishes. “Fair” means the vehicle
has cosmetic defects. The paint and body need work to be performed
by a professional. There may be repairable rust damage. “Poor”
means the vehicle has severe cosmetic defects. The vehicle may have
problems such as a damaged frame or a rusted-through body. “N/V”
means “no value.”

(NAPSA)—David Cirigliano no
longer carries a traditional pad of
paper to class, yet the second-year
Northeastern University student
says he is better prepared and
organized than ever at exam time.

Cirigliano is among the major-
ity of college and K-12 students
who have ditched paper notebooks
for new, more powerful portable
computers such as Tablet PCs.
Nearly 90 percent of college stu-
dents now own computers—up
from 61 percent in 1998—accord-
ing to a 2003 Student Monitor
study, “Computing & the Internet.”

Because Tablet PCs include all
the functionality of a laptop, plus
other features such as pen-and-
ink capabilities, students and fac-
ulty at Winona State University
in Minnesota selected Tablet PCs
as the campus’ standard personal
computer. Similar in size, power
and cost to a normal laptop,
Tablet PCs allow students to type
using a keyboard, take handwrit-
ten notes, draw directly on the
screen or use the pen as they
would a mouse. Notes taken in
digital ink can be saved, searched
or converted to standard text.
Optional software such as
Microsoft Office OneNote 2003
turns a Tablet PC into a virtual
notebook, in which students can
digitally organize and share class-
room notes. OneNote also allows
students to record classroom
audio and video notes that sync
with their typed or written notes.

According to a recent study,
Winona State students prefer the
Tablet PC because of its all-in-one
quality. Tablet PCs offer Winona
students and staff members all
the advantages of a traditional
laptop, plus a highly mobile
design that makes it possible to
use computers more effectively
and conveniently in practically
any situation. Faculty preferred
the Tablet PC’s flat note-input
screens, because their use enables
teachers to see student faces—not
just the back of a laptop—in class.
The distracting clatter of students

typing on a laptop keyboard also
has been reduced.

Professors are discovering the
benefits of the Tablet PC as well.
At the University of Washington
in Seattle, instructors have begun
to use Tablet PCs to handwrite
notes for overhead slide presenta-
tions, combining the immediacy of
overhead projectors with the flexi-
bility of the Tablet PC.

Older ways of note-taking and
studying no longer interest North-
eastern student Cirigliano, partic-
ularly when he’s preparing for
exams. Instead of flipping through
endless paper notes, Cirigliano
can enter a keyword into a search
box and search through an entire
semester of digital notes. “Within
seconds,” he said, “I can find what
I’m looking for.” Today’s technol-
ogy helps students such as
Cirigliano be better organized and
develop better study and research
habits—providing a clear advan-
tage in today’s competitive aca-
demic environment.

Tablet PCs Make Their Mark On Campus

Two students at Winona State
University work together on their
Tablet PCs, which students and
faculty selected as the campus’
standard type of personal com-
puter. Tablet PCs are gaining in
popularity with students and fac-
ulty nationwide because they
combine the features of a stan-
dard laptop computer with those
of a high-tech notepad. The user
can take handwritten notes on
the screen of a Tablet PC in addi-
tion to using the keyboard and
mouse.

“So you want to be a rock ’n’ roll
star?”

—Tom Petty
(NAPSA)—Anyone who’s ever

struck a power chord on an air
guitar, or drummed along with the
beat knows what it means to have
rock-and-roll dreams. And the
karaoke phenomenon of the ’80s
and ’90s gave plenty of would-be
rockers the chance to spend a few
moments in the spotlight.

Thanks to the latest in console
gaming entertainment, the lime-
light can once again be yours, any-
where you want to plug in.

With the advent of new enter-
tainment possibilities such as
karaoke microphones, the world of
console gaming is opening up to a
new crowd. More and more casual
players are buying the systems for
fun at parties and to relax with
their imagination, reveling in
high-octane fantasies or rock-and-
roll daydreams. 

The Logitech USB Microphone
for the PlayStation®2, when used
with karaoke games such as Kon-
ami’s “Karaoke Revolution” series,
provides an entertaining experi-
ence at an affordable price. Its
sleek design combines a classic
karaoke feel with a modern edge.
And the microphone comes with a
15-foot cable that allows singers to
move freely to the song of their
choice. 

“Console gaming is now main-
stream entertainment,” said Fred

Swan of Logitech. “Today, almost
anyone can find a handful of
games that they would enjoy. Gam-
ing is no longer all about aggres-
sive action games or kids leading
cartoon animals through adven-
tures. Interactive games such as
karaoke are a hugely popular now
and not only are they fun, they
actually teach you to sing better.” 

By adding a set of Logitech
speakers to these games, perform-
ers will put on a concert in their
own home with excellent sound
quality. Together, the Logitech
USB Microphone and speakers
create hours of fun on your own
personal sound stage. 

The Logitech USB Microphone
and speakers are available now at
retail stores, or on the Web at
www.logitech.com. 

Unleash Your Inner Rock Star

With music playing and micro-
phone in hand, anyone can live
out rock-and-roll dreams.

(NAPSA)—If you are having
your carpet cleaned, make sure
the firm you hire is adequately
insured and willing to provide you
with references and written esti-
mates. Technicians should be
required to undergo continuing
training programs. Make sure any
company you consider employs
technicians who are specifically
trained in carpet cleaning and
who are certified by the Institute
of Inspection, Cleaning and
Restoration Certification. For
additional information, visit
www.certifiedcleaners.org.

Rowing is exhilarating and fun
but finding access to the water
can be difficult. National Learn To
Row Day makes it easier for peo-
ple to learn the basics of rowing
from professionals, practice on an
indoor rower before hitting the
water and have a chance to expe-
rience rowing without having to
organize anything. Individuals or
clubs interested in participating
can log onto www.usrowing.org for
a list of participating clubs.

An increasingly popular sum-
mer camp program balances fun
and learning as children discover
the spirit of achievement. Offered
by Knowledge Learning Corpora-
tion’s (KLC) family of schools, the
Gold Medal Summer program is
available to children through age
12. Children participating in the

program celebrate the core values
of the Olympic Games—team-
work, fellowship and achievement.
Developed by KLC’s education
experts, the program’s activities
encourage learning, self-esteem
and socialization. To enroll a child
or to get more information, visit
www.knowledgelearning.com.

According to a survey con-
ducted on behalf of the SCOTT
Rags in a Box, the top three com-
plaints about contractors from
respondents who had used an out-
side contractor in their homes
within the last few years were not
showing up when they say they
will, jobs that take longer than
expected to complete and waiting
a long time for work to be sched-
uled. Another pet peeve is the
contractor not cleaning up after
the work is finished. Supplying
cleaning materials may help.

***
It’s a poor sort of memory that
only works backward.

—Lewis Carroll
***

***
Confusion is always the most
honest response.

—Marty Indik
***

***
The greatest pleasure in life is
doing what people say you can-
not do.

—Walter Bagehot
***




