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(NAPSA)—There’s more to cre-
ating a memorable backyard bar-
becue than great food and a top-
notch grill. Having the right
grilling accessories at your finger-
tips can help all your meals go
from the kitchen to the grill to the
table faster, safer and tastier.

“Accessories can mean the dif-
ference between ordinary results
and a brilliantly cooked meal,”
said chef Jamie Purviance, author
of the new Weber cookbook,
“Weber ’s Way to Grill.” “They
allow you to have more control
over the food and the flames so
that you can take better advan-
tage of grilling’s potential.”

Here’s a checklist of the top
grilling accessories recommended
by Purviance:

Tongs Rule
Tongs are essential but you can

never have just one. Grillers should
use two separate pairs when cook-
ing—one pair to handle raw food, a
second pair to remove grilled food.
Also, dedicate a third pair for re -
arranging charcoal if necessary.

Keep It Clean
Cleaning your grill can extend

its life and enhance the perfor -
mance. Purviance recommends
using a solid, long-handled grill
brush with stainless-steel bristles
to clean off grates before and after
grilling. 

Grill To Perfection
“If you have ever overcooked a

fine cut of meat, you know the
importance of a good digital ther-
mometer,” Purviance said. An
instant-read thermometer is nec-
essary for quickly gauging the
internal temperature of meat
when grilling. For the most accu-
rate read, insert the thermometer
into the thickest part of the cut
and avoid touching any bone.

Make The Best Of Your Grill
“If you want to cook large hunks

of meat—such as pork loins, whole
chickens, turkey, duck and prime
rib—a rotisserie attachment is a
good investment,” said Purviance.
“The advantage of a rotisserie is
that the food slowly self-bastes as
it rotates and absorbs the flavors of
the fire.” If your grill doesn’t have
a rotisserie attachment, Weber
offers them for both gas and char-
coal grills.

Fire It Up Faster
A chimney starter lets you

start the coals faster and more
evenly. Look for a 5-quart chimney
starter capable of holding around
80 to 100 briquettes. Make sure it
has two handles: a heatproof side
handle for lifting the chimney and
a hinged top handle to provide
support when dumping hot coals
onto the charcoal grate.

Baste Away
In the past, basting brushes

were made of wooden or plastic
handles and synthetic or natural
boar bristles. “Today, many are

made of stainless steel with sili-
cone bristles that have beads at
the tips to help load the brush
with a sauce or marinade,” said
Purviance. “This new high-tech
style can also go right into the
dishwasher.”

Upgrade Your Skewers
A kabob set or metal skewers

are great alternatives to using
bamboo skewers, which need to be
soaked in water for 30 minutes
prior to use on the grill. The two-
pronged Weber Style Stainless
Steel Kabob set keeps food from
rotating, allowing food to cook
more evenly.

Rack ’em Up
A wire rib rack holds multiple

slabs of ribs upright so that heat
circulates around the ribs, cook-
ing them evenly, and allows the
pork fat to drip down and away
from the ribs. Plus, it frees up
valuable cooking space on your
grill.

For more information about
grilling accessories and the cook-
book, visit www.weber.com. 

Key To Grilling Success: The Right Accessories

The right accessories are essential for grilling success.

(NAPSA)—If time has taken a
toll on your deck, leaving it dirty,
mildew stained and wearing a
coat of gray, don’t worry. It’s easy
to restore your deck to its natural
beauty. Clean and protect your
deck to get the most out of it dur-
ing the spring and summer
months. Here’s advice from the
experts at Wolman Wood Care
Products:

• Clean the deck thoroughly
with a formulated deck cleaner,
such as Wolman Deck & Fence
Brightener—Wood Cleaner &
Coating Prep. Embedded dirt,
weathered gray wood left behind
from last year ’s sun exposure,
black or green stains from mildew,
mold and algae, or brown-black
tannin bleed common on new
cedar can ruin the look of your
deck. Even newly built wood decks
can require surface prep to
remove surface barriers such as
mill glaze on cedar or “green
bleed” on pressure-treated pine.
These barriers can prevent the
adhesion of protective coatings,
including colored stains and clear
sealers. Products like Deck &
Fence Brightener remove surface
barriers, gray discoloration and
even the toughest stains, restor-
ing wood to its natural beauty
without bleaching, like chlorine
bleach can.

• Apply a solid or semitrans-
parent stain to enhance your
deck’s appeal, or a transparent
finish or toner with a hint of color
to let the natural wood grain and
texture show through. Even if you

are undecided on whether or not
to stain—or which color to choose
—it’s important to protect it with
a water repellent. Water repel-
lents stop spring and summer
showers from penetrating the
wood surface, and the resulting
swelling, shrinking, warping and
cracking caused by water absorp-
tion. Many products, including
Wolman RainCoat Water Repel-
lent, also contain a mildewcide to
resist ugly mildew growth on the
coating film. Look for products,
such as RainCoat, that offer a per-
formance guarantee on water-
repellent longevity. They provide
longer-lasting protection so you
won’t have to apply a new coat
every year.

For more information about
cleaning, restoring, beautifying
and protecting your deck, or for
more helpful deck tips, visit
www.wolman.com. 

A Beautiful Deck In Two Steps

Less time maintaining your deck
can leave you more time to enjoy
it.

(NAPSA)—Earth Day was cre-
ated in 1970 to celebrate Earth’s
life and beauty and to emphasize
the need for preserving and renew-
ing the threatened ecological bal-
ances upon which all life on Earth
depends. Chemists Celebrate
Earth Day (CCED) is a program
sponsored by the American Chemi-
cal Society (ACS) and is celebrated
annually on April 22. Chemists
Celebrate Earth Day was created
as a way to highlight the positive
impact that chemistry has on the
environment. The ACS offers a
suite of events, contests and educa-
tional resources that can be used
by ACS members, chemical educa-
tors and chemistry enthusiasts to
illustrate the positive role that
chemistry plays in the world.

Here are some ways to help
protect the environment, on Earth
Day and throughout the year:

• Tour a recycling center or a
laboratory or government facility
that monitors the Earth, soil,
water, plants, atmosphere or the
weather;

• Encourage members of your
community to reduce their carbon
dioxide emissions by walking,
bicycling or using public trans-
portation; and

• Hold a theme-related aware-
ness event at your library, school
or other public site.

This year, the American Chem-
ical Society’s observance of Earth
Day includes a wide variety of
community activities focusing on
the program’s theme, “Air—The
Sky’s the Limit.” This annual
event unites ACS local sections,
businesses, schools and individu-
als in communicating the impor-

tance of chemistry to the quality
of life.

Activities planned by ACS local
sections and student affiliates fea-
ture an illustrated haiku contest
for students in grades K-12 and
informing the public of ways they
can reduce their carbon footprints.

Among ACS’s numerous ongo-
ing, environmental-related initia-
tives is the Green Chemistry
Institute, which addresses envi-
ronmental issues throughout the
year. Green chemistry is the
design of chemical products and
processes that reduce or eliminate
the use and generation of haz-
ardous substances.

The American Chemical Soci-
ety—the world’s largest scientific
society—is a nonprofit organiza-
tion chartered by the U.S. Con-
gress and a global leader in pro-
viding access to chemistry-related
research through its multiple
databases, peer-reviewed journals
and scientific conferences. Its
main offices are in Washington,
D.C. and Columbus, Ohio. To
learn more, visit the Web site at
www.acs.org/earthday.

Air: The Sky’s The Limit

Chemistry plays an important role
in protecting the environment
and reducing carbon footprints.

(NAPSA)—A growing number
of legislators and policy makers
are taking a closer look at an
innovative scholarship program
designed to provide parents and
children with a wider range of
educational options. 

In general, these programs are
known as tax credit scholarships.
According to the Indianapolis-
based Friedman Foundation for
Educational Choice, these tax
credit programs currently aid over
60,000 students with tuition
scholarships that allow them to
attend the school of their choice.

Here’s how they work:
Individuals and/or corporations

receive a tax credit for making
donations to private charitable
organizations, which use the money
to fund scholarships for students.
These scholarships can cover the
cost of private school tuition, tutor-
ing and transportation. 

Arizona, Florida and Pennsyl-
vania have the oldest programs,
and Iowa, Georgia and Louisiana
have newer efforts. In those
states, Scholarship Granting Or -
ganizations (SGO’s) provide stu-
dents with tuition scholarships. 

In Georgia, which has become a
leader in the school choice move-
ment, a new tax credit program
enacted in 2008 provides corpora-
tions and individuals with a dol-
lar-for-dollar tax credit for dona-
tions to scholarship organizations
that help children transfer from
public to private schools. 

Other states have similar
structures. Arizona has a personal
and corporate tax credit program
for donations. 

Robert Enlow, president and
CEO of the Friedman Foundation,

says that tax credit programs pro-
vide parents with additional
options in the education of their
children. “One thing is clear: Par-
ents are clamoring for more
choices; one size does not fit all in
the education arena.”

Enlow offers these tips for
designing a tax credit scholarship
program:

• Scholarships should be avail-
able to a broad range of children. 

• All taxpayers should be able
to participate. 

• Tax credits should be dollar
for dollar. 

• SGOs should be subject to
reasonable regulations. 

• Participating schools should
also be subject to reasonable
regulations. 

• Applying for a tax credit or
for a scholarship should be as sim-
ple as possible. 

For more information on tax credit
scholarship programs, contact the
Friedman Foundation for Educa  -
tional Choice at (317) 681-0745 or
www.friedmanfoundation.org.

Tax Credit Scholarships Get Passing Grades

Tax credit scholarships can be
used to cover the cost of private
school tuition, tutoring and
transportation. 

***
Nobody has ever measured, not
even poets, how much the heart
can hold.

—Zelda Fitzgerald
***

***
The ability to concentrate and
to use time well is everything.

—Lee Iacocca
***

***
Honest differences are often a
healthy sign of progress.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***

***
Timid men prefer the calm of
despotism to the tempestuous
sea of liberty.

—Thomas Jefferson 
***




