The Home Doctor Is In

(NAPSA)—The Home Doctor
has the answers to your building
questions.

Q: A recent storm wreaked
havoc on my roof and I'm now fac-
ing a roof replacement project for
the first time. What should I know
about shingles before diving into
the reroof with my contractor?

A: Before I answer your ques-
tion, I want to be sure you’re
working with a reputable contrac-
tor. Ask your roofer if he has
insurance and get a written esti-
mate for the work. It’s a good idea
to ask for a couple of references to
follow up on in advance of signing
a contract. The Better Business
Bureau can also alert you to any
complaints that have been filed
against the company.

Once you are comfortable with
the contractor, it’s time to investi-
gate shingle options. Interestingly,
I’ve found that contractors will
frequently recommend a shingle
identical to the one they are
replacing. There are so many new
options in roofing that you’d be
remiss not to investigate. From
dramatic color blends to high-end
“luxury” looks and outstanding
warranty terms, make sure your
contractor gives you a number of
choices.

For most homeowners, I recom-
mend asphalt roofing versus slate
or wood. Generally, the more tra-
ditional materials are more costly
and require a significant amount
of upkeep over time. Asphalt shin-
gles tend to endure the elements
much better and some even come
with impact-resistant features.
They are more affordable in
upfront costs. Plus, new styles of
luxury asphalt shingles replicate
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Your home can be crowned with
beauty without costs that go
through the roof. Featured here
is a new style of luxury asphalt
shingle by CertainTeed.

the look of wood or slate with a
likeness and affordability that are
hard to beat.

As far as finding a quality shin-
gle, CertainTeed has built a good
reputation with its extensive line
of asphalt shingles. This is the
company that pioneered the
increasingly popular multilayer
shingle and is known for its inno-
vative design and bold shingle
color choices, such as variegated
reds, blues and greens. When
investigating shingle styles, their
Web site is a good place to start.

The style of your home and your
personal preference will determine
the appropriate shingle for your
house. If you want a roof built of
high-quality materials and a dra-
matic, statement-making look, it
may be worth looking at Certain-
Teed’s new Centennial Slate™ or
Landmark TL Ultimate™ luxury
shingles. The former has a look of
true blended slate, the latter is a
wood-shake style. Both luxury
shingles come with outstanding
warranties and use color and lay-
ers to capture authentic style.

For more information, visit
www.certainteed.com or call (800)
782-8771.






