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(NAPSA)—The revitalized Na-
tional Czech & Slovak Museum &
Library (NCSML) opens in Cedar
Rapids, IA, in July 2012 with
three world-class art exhibits that
will draw and captivate visitors
from around the world.

Now enlarged to 50,000 square
feet, the museum and library cel-
ebrates its grand reopening with
“Alphonse Mucha: Inspirations of
Art Nouveau.” Featuring paint-
ings, jewelry, sculptures and lith-
ographs, the exhibition comes
directly from the Mucha Founda-
tion in Prague and London. An
exhibit of this size and caliber
has not appeared in the United
States since 1999 and is the first
of its type to appear in the Mid-
west.

From 1995 to 2008, the
NCSML definitively stood on the
banks of the Cedar River as an
icon of the strength of Czechs and
Slovaks everywhere. In 2008, the
world watched the river reach a
record-breaking flood level.

“We were just days from
launching a museum expansion
project when the flood occurred,”
said Gail Naughton, president and
CEO of NCSML. “So in keeping
with our Czech and Slovak her-
itage, we moved forward instead
of retreating.” The 1,500-ton (3
million-pounds) museum building,
dedicated in 1995 by Presidents
Michal Kovác̆ (Slovakia), Bill Clin-
ton (U.S.) and Václav Havel
(Czech Republic), was moved 100
yards to an area several feet
above the record flood level.

While much of the NCSML’s
fine art and folklore artifacts were
saved from the devastating wa-
ters, a great deal had to be refur-
bished and cleaned.

These refurbished NCSML
artifacts can be seen in the “It All
Comes Out in the Wash” display
featuring beautifully embellished
textiles, including the beloved
kroje (folk costumes), painstak-
ingly restored at the Chicago Con-
servation Center. This unique
exhibition shows the vibrant col-
ors and quality of the pieces, the
largest collection of kroje outside
Slovakia and the Czech Republic.
The oldest pieces date to the 16th
century.

“We will continue to feature
our collection of kroje, Royal Dux
porcelain, Egermann glassware,
Bohemian crystal, folk art and
political posters,” Naughton said.
“Our commitment to our visitors
from around the world is to keep
our exhibits fresh. Czech and
Slovak histories are vast and
rich so we will tell these stories
through revolving, captivating
exhibits.”

The third grand reopening
exhibit, “Weird & Wonderful:
Award Winning Art for Children’s
Books,” includes 76 award-win-
ning illustrations that were hon-
ored at the Biennial of Illus-
trations Bratislava (BIB), an
international competitive exhibi-
tion of children’s book illustra-
tions that has been held in
Bratislava since 1967.

“With these three awe-inspir-
ing exhibits, we celebrate our
return from a natural disaster in
2008,” Naughton said. “There is
no better way to celebrate the
completion of a project of this
magnitude than with these art
exhibits. People who come to see
them won’t want to leave.

“With the generous contribu-
tions of individuals, businesses
and foundations—the Czech Re-
public, the state of Iowa, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency and the city of Cedar
Rapids—we have a dream come
true,” Naughton added.

The relocated NCSML (the only
professional museum dedicated to
Czech and Slovak history and cul-
ture in the world) is now three
times larger, which lends itself to
more exhibition galleries, an
expanded research library, addi-
tional educational programming
space, a new museum store and
more collection storage.

The revitalized museum and
library opens July 14, 2012. Go to
www.NCSML.org for more details
about grand reopening events and
specific exhibit timelines.

National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library Reopens
Bigger, Stronger, Better

World-Class Art Exhibits Add Excitement To Grand Reopening

“Princess Hyacinth” by Alphonse
Mucha is on display as part of
“Alphonse Mucha: Inspirations of
Art Nouveau” exhibit July 14–
December 31, 2012 at the revital-
ized National Czech & Slovak
Museum & Library, Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, USA. Visit www.NCSML.org
for more details.

(NAPSA)—Remember when
“work” meant you had to be in the
office no matter what? Even if you
needed to leave for a doctor ’s
appointment or take a delivery at
home, you’d still need to commute
into the office, only to turn around
and return midday, taking valu-
able business time. Chances were
if you had the ability to work any-
where—or take advantage of what
we think of today as a “mobile
workstyle”—you would have had a
more productive workday while
balancing personal appointments.

Workers no longer need to be
tethered to an office. The latest
technology available on smart-
phones, tablets and laptops makes
it easier to get your job done from
a home office or a coffee shop.
Plus, cloud computing—which
allows workers to safely and
quickly access work applications
as long as they’re online—ensures
that you don’t need to be in a cubi-
cle to do your job.

Citrix, a company that designs
cloud and virtualization technol-
ogy, makes it easier to be mobile.
A mobile workstyle enables
employees to work from an opti-
mal location, can boost productiv-
ity and increase job satisfaction,
which in turn helps recruiting and
retention.

“We no longer need to define
the workplace as an office, cubicle
or meeting room,” said Kim
DeCarlis, vice president of corpo-
rate marketing for Citrix. “Busi-
nesses that allow their employees
to engage in a mobile workstyle
will find they’ll keep the best peo-
ple, reduce stress and create a
workplace that’s conducive to
results.”

A mobile workstyle isn’t just for
technology firms. If you work for a
local accounting or legal firm and
your company loses electricity, this
technology means you can work
from anywhere and not get behind.
If foul weather closes roads, being
able to work anywhere can ensure
that things stay on schedule.

The benefits of a mobile work-
style are too numerous to list, but
here are a few:

•It keeps talent: Location
becomes irrelevant, making it pos-
sible to hire employees that live
beyond commuting distance.

•It’s green: Fewer cars on the
road means less air pollution.

•It’s cost effective: Less office
space means reduced real estate
costs, and employees spend less on
gas, plus gain precious time back.

So before jumping in your car
to sit in traffic and run into your
office, ask yourself (and your
manager), “Where will I be most
productive?”
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A mobile workstyle enables
employees to work from an opti-
mal location, boost productivity
and increase job satisfaction,
which in turn helps recruiting
and retention.

(NAPSA)—To learn about the
homebuying process, visit My First
Home at www.wellsfargo.com/
myfirsthome. This free, self-directed
tool takes a potential homebuyer
through all aspects of the home-
buying process, from learning about
home loans and what to expect dur-
ing the application process to decid-
ing if it’s the right time to buy.

* * *
You can get more out of a gallon

of gas—50, even 70 mpg—when you
travel by motorcycle or scooter, says
the Motorcycle Industry Council. To
learn how to get into motorcycling
the right way, visit www.motor
cycles.org online.

* * *
Most insurance and credit card

companies won’t cover moving
truck rentals under existing poli-
cies. You may feel more confident
knowing that Penske Truck
Rental offers free 24/7 emergency
roadside assistance. More facts
and tips are at www.PenskeTruck
Rental.com.

* * *
If you are starting a container

garden, locations with easy access to
water and out of the path of high
winds are best. Use sturdy pots that
are at least 18” across and 16” tall
so the plant will grow. To learn more,
visit www.provenwinners.com.

***
A lot has been said about poli-
tics, some of it complimentary
but most of it accurate.

—Eric Idle
***

***
There are two things to aim at
in life: first, to get what you
want and, after that, to enjoy it.
Only the wisest of mankind
achieve the second.

—Logan Pearsall Smith
***

***
A wise prince will seek means
by which his subjects will
always and in every possible
condition of things have need
of his government, and then
they will always be faithful to
him.

—Niccolo Machiavelli
***

***
Do not wait to strike till the
iron is hot, but make it hot by
striking.

—William Butler Yeats
***

Violins weigh less than 16 ounces yet resist string tension of over 65
pounds.

The smallest bird egg is believed to be that of the Vervain Humming-
bird, of Jamaica. It measures just 0.39 inches and weighs 0.0132
ounces.




