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by Laura Bush, First Lady 
of the United States and

James H. Billington, 
Librarian of Congress 

(NAPSA)—We invite you to
join us for the second National
Book Festival on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12 on the West Lawn of the
U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

This year, more than 70 award-
winning authors, illustrators, and
storytellers will participate in this
daylong celebration of reading and
storytelling. Thanks to our gener-
ous private sponsors, events will
include author readings and book
discussions; performances by sto-
rytellers; book sales and signings;
appearances by children’s story-
book characters; a conservation
clinic for books, family letters and
albums; and performances repre-
senting a wide range of America’s
musical traditions. State reading
programs and local libraries will
be highlighted in a “Pavilion of
the States,” and a “Let’s Read
America” pavilion will provide
practical information about read-
ing and literacy promotion activi-
ties throughout the United States.

For those who cannot come to
Washington, C-SPAN2’s Book TV
will again provide live television
coverage of the festival. In the
weeks before, events in 22 differ-
ent states will highlight the cele-
bration, with special programs
planned in local bookstores,
libraries, state festivals, and state
Centers for the Book. These pro-
grams include poetry readings in
Maine, a statewide reading of The
Grapes of Wrath in California, and
local book festivals in Florida,
Maryland, Montana, Nebraska
and Texas.

We hope all Americans will
participate in the National Book
Festival, either by attending an
event or simply by pulling a book
off a shelf and reading it to a
child. Research shows that one of
the most important things for a

child’s later academic success is
being read to from infancy on.
Reading scores in the 10th grade
can be predicted with surprising
accuracy from a child’s knowledge
of the alphabet in kindergarten.
Yet today, America is suffering
from a reading crisis, with less
than one-third of fourth graders in
our poorest schools able to read at
a proficient level.

America was changed forever
three days after the first National
Book Festival was held on Sep-
tember 8, 2001. One thing that
has not changed, however, is our
love of spending time with
friends, family and good books. A
library in a home or public place
can take us to a place of quiet
wonder, reflection and imagina-
tion. Even in the digital age,
books are and will remain our
principal guardians of memory,
the primary record of the strug-
gles as well as the achievements
of those who have gone before.
Though a book itself may give no
final answers, it often gives rise
to better questions.

While we will have much to cel-
ebrate at the National Book Festi-
val on October 12, we also have an
opportunity to remind all Ameri-
cans that there is much we can do
to improve our children’s reading
abilities. A child who can read is a
child who can dream about the
future...and make that dream
come true.

For more information about the
National Book Festival and
events, call toll-free (888) 714-
4696 or visit the Library of Con-
gress Web site at www.loc.gov

The Pleasure and Promise of Reading

(NAPSA)—With a little plan-
ning and creativity, anyone can
scare up a great Halloween party.

“Halloween would not be com-
plete without a spooky party. The
fall holiday allows a little bit of
our devilish side to come out when
preparing the festivities,” said
Gail Davis, owner of Gail Davis &
Associates, an event planning
company in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area. “At what other time of the
year can you serve eye of newt
soup or see Frankenstein do the
Monster Mash dance with a fairy
princess? Halloween parties are a
time to experiment and let loose
with your family and friends.”

To help you get started, here
are a few tips, tricks and recipes
for creating a memorable event
that is fun for the whole family.

• Keep Those Cobwebs. Any
good Halloween party should cap-
ture the spirit of the holiday,
whether it’s a spine-tingling
haunted house or a masquerade
ball. Before you start shopping for
the big event, decide what type of
party you want to have—casual
kookiness or exquisite elegance.
You don’t have to go overboard
with decorations—mood lighting
and a few well-placed decorations
will set the scene. If you’ll be serv-
ing food, create a unique table
centerpiece in the shape of a ghost
or jack-o’-lantern. In addition,
try replacing normal lightbulbs
throughout the house with red
ones to add a spooky feel. Your
Halloween party can hardly seem
complete without a few strategi-
cally placed cobwebs.

• Mix It Up with The Mon-
ster Mash. A little background
music will help set a creepy mood.
Most music stores carry tapes or
CDs of spooky Halloween sounds,
such as creaky doors, howling
wolves or rattling chains. To give
your guests an unexpected fright,
hide an extra CD or tape player in
the bathroom to play the Hal-

loween sounds. As the night pro-
gresses, break out traditional Hal-
loween music to allow your guests
to shake their bones and dance.
Great Halloween tunes include
Thriller and The Monster Mash,
as well as music from The Rocky
Horror Picture Show soundtrack.

• Work Up a Witch’s Brew.
When planning Halloween party
menus, try spicing up your guests’
drinks with a bewitching witch’s
brew. Go to the supermarket’s
fresh fish counter to purchase
some dry ice. Then mix up a
punch with a Halloween-colored
beverage in a large bowl. Sunkist
Orange Soda, A&W Root Beer and
Welch’s Grape Soda all work well
because of their orange, brown
and purple colors. Take the punch
bowl and place it inside a larger
container. Then add dry ice to the
large container. This allows you to
create that delightful creeping
mist without putting the dry ice
directly into the punch, which can
be dangerous. When you’re ready
to create some magic, simply pour
hot water over the dry ice in the
outer container. It’s important to
be careful when handling dry ice.
Always wear gloves and use tongs
to avoid burning your hands. It’s
also best to use dry ice only in
well-ventilated areas.

• Scare Up Some Fun. Guests
will go batty for party games, so be
sure to have a variety of team and

age-appropriate activities. Chal-
lenge your friends to create their
own scary or humorous video in the
style of The Blair Witch Project,
and then watch them during your
very own film festival. Also, with
the fun music you’ll be playing, be
sure to incorporate a game of
“Scared Stiff.” The game is similar
to musical chairs, but instead of sit-
ting down when the music stops,
players must freeze. The first per-
son to move is eliminated and the
game continues until only one
“warm body” remains. Finally, don’t
forget to include classic activities
such as bobbing for apples and
telling ghost stories.

These simple tips and the fol-
lowing recipes can help create a
truly spooky Halloween party that
your ghouls and ghosts are sure to
remember for years to come.

Monster Ice Cream Float

1 12-ounce can of Sunkist
Orange Soda or A&W Root
Beer

4 scoops of vanilla ice cream
Gummy worms

Scoop ice cream into a tall,
clear glass. Pour Sunkist
Orange Soda or A&W Root
Beer over the ice cream. Place
gummy worms into the drink
so they hang over the edge.
Add an orange or black straw.

Witch’s Brew

1 liter Welch’s Grape Soda
1 liter Canada Dry Club Soda

Seedless grapes
2 apples

Mix Welch’s Grape Soda and
Canada Dry Club Soda in a
large punch bowl. Halve the
grapes. Cut the apples into
small chunks. Place the fruit
into the bowl right before
serving.

How To Scare Up An Entertaining Halloween Party

Monster Ice Cream Floats

The six state capitals that begin with the letter C are Carson City, Nevada; Charleston, West Virginia;
Cheyenne, Wyoming; Columbia, South Carolina; Columbus, Ohio; and Concord, New Hampshire. C is the
most popular first letter when it comes to capital cities.

***
Every quotation contributes something to the stability or enlarge-
ment of the language.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
Good communication is as stimulating as black coffee, and just as hard to sleep after.

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh
***

***
Getting an idea should be like sitting down on a pin; it should
make you jump up and do something.

—E.L. Simpson
***




