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The Top Five Advances In 50 Years
Of Progress Agalnst Cancer

(NAPSA)—The American Soci-
ety of Clinical Oncology, the world’s
leading professional organization
representing physicians who care
for people with cancer, announced
the “Top 5 Advances in 50 Years of
Modern Oncology,” based on re-
sults of worldwide voting on Can-
cer Progress.Net—ASCO’s interac-
tive website documenting the
history of progress against cancer.

The “Top 5 in 50” results iden-
tify pivotal discoveries in chemo-
therapy, prevention, molecularly
targeted therapy and supportive
care that have stood the test of
time, and upon which further dis-
coveries have since been based.

Federal funding played a role
in many of these advances as a
result of research supported by
the U.S. National Institutes of
Health (NIH). The NIH has lost
almost a quarter of its purchasing
power in the last decade, adjust-
ing for inflation.

“Over the past five decades,
NIH-funded research has trans-
formed the outlook for people with
cancer,” said ASCO President
Peter Paul Yu, M.D., FACP,
FASCO. “These Top 5 in 50 high-
light transformational discoveries
that represent a shining sliver of
what we have learned from a sus-
tained investment in federally
funded research. However, with-
out greater federal investment
going forward, the pace of prog-
ress against cancer and other dis-
eases will be far slower.”

Greater federal investment in
research can mean the pace of
progress against cancer and
other diseases will be faster.

The “Top 5 Advances” were:

1. The first chemotherapy treat-
ment that cured advanced Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma, called MOPP, dis-
covered in 1965, paving the way to
90 percent cure rates for patients
with this disease today.

2.The HPV vaccine, Gardasil,
approved to prevent cervical can-
cer in 2006.

3.The targeted drug imatinib
(Gleevec), approved in 2001 to treat
chronic myelogenous leukemia.

4. A three-drug combination,
PVB, developed in 1977 that led
to the cure of advanced testicular
cancer.

5. The 1991 approval of the anti-
nausea drug ondansetron (Zofran)
that dramatically improved many
patients’ quality of life while going
through cancer treatment.

Further information is avail-
able at www.cancerprogress.net.





