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(NAPSA)—It’s 7 a.m. Dreary
skies with a light drizzle. You’re
on your way to work when
another motorist runs a stop sign.
The vehicle appears in front of
you milliseconds before the
impact. As the shock dissipates,
the first thing you notice is the
airbag, inflated in front of you.
Aside from minor cuts and
bruises, you’re okay. The airbag
just helped save your life.

But what if it didn’t inflate?
Airbag fraud is a growing prob-

lem that comes with potentially
serious consequences. After an
accident, the most unscrupulous
of shops may steal your non-
deployed airbag or not use a new
one when needed, choosing
instead to reseal the old cover to
look new or installing a fake
airbag cover in place of a real bag.
Another problem involves the use
of salvaged airbags when new,
original equipment manufacturer
(OEM) airbags were specified for
the job. In any case, the shop
charges your insurance company
for a new OEM unit it never
bought, leaving you with an
empty cavity or a salvaged bag
that might not work at all.  

“This is something we’re really
concerned with,” said George
Gilbert, crash parts merchandis-
ing manager at Ford Motor Com-
pany. “There are many factors
that can affect the integrity of a
salvaged airbag, everything from
age and weathering to how it was
removed. There’s just no way to

tell if it’s a good bag or not.”
Ford Motor Company believes

that only new OEM airbag sys-
tems and components should be
used to repair damaged vehicles.

“Salvaged airbags can come
from a number of sources, but
airbag systems are vehicle spe-
cific, and they work in conjunction
with all the safety systems of that
vehicle,” said Gilbert. “It’s possible
to have a bag designed for one
specific application fit different
vehicles, but it may not function
properly in those circumstances, if
at all. And when it comes to
safety, you don’t want to be sec-
ond-guessing whether or not the
bag is going to work.”   

Whether the airbag is missing
or nonfunctional, the conse-
quences can be deadly. On Valen-
tine’s Day 2003, a 50-year-old
nursing assistant was killed after
she struck another vehicle on a
Seattle highway. An investigation
found the driver-side airbag in her
1998 Toyota Corolla never
deployed—because there wasn’t
one. Instead, the original airbag
cover had been carefully resealed
without anything inside it.

“This kind of tragedy should
never happen,” said Gilbert.
“We’re not just talking about a
bottom line here, we’re talking
about people’s lives.”

Here are some tips to help
ensure your vehicle has a fully
functioning airbag system:

• Fake airbag covers often
have distinguishing features.

Many of them are a slightly differ-
ent color from the surrounding
interior, whereas OEM replace-
ment airbags are typically a vir-
tual match. They may also have a
blank spot where a factory logo
belongs.

• Look for an airbag light
when you start your vehicle.
Most airbag-equipped vehicles go
through a self-diagnostic test
when the ignition is turned on,
causing the airbag light to glow or
flash. If you don’t see this light
when you start your vehicle or if it
doesn’t go off after a few seconds,
there could be a problem.

• Learn the history of your
vehicle. Even if your airbag light
functions properly, a problem
could still exist. Look for previous
accidents or flood damage in your
vehicle’s history report. If you
have concerns about your
airbags, most dealer repair shops
can run a thorough diagnostic
test to determine their actual
condition.

• Do NOT inspect the sys-
tem yourself. Airbags are gener-
ally very sensitive and should only
be inspected by trained personnel.

• Make sure it’s fixed right.
If you do have an airbag problem,
take it to a dealer repair facility
immediately and make sure any
damaged items are replaced only
with new OEM parts.

By following these tips, you can
help ensure your vehicle’s safety
systems spring into action when
you need them most.

Airbag Fraud: What You Don’t Know CAN Hurt You (NAPSA)—Students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade are
encouraged to put on their think-
ing caps to find creative ways to
make a difference in energy con-
servation and the environment, as
part of an annual contest.

The Igniting Creative Energy
Challenge, a partnership program
developed by Johnson Controls
and the National Energy Founda-
tion, is an educational competition
that encourages students to learn
more about energy and the envi-
ronment. Winners of the national
contests and their parents/
guardians can win a trip to
Hawaii in spring 2007. Winners
also get valuable educational
experiences, including a chance to
meet national leaders and energy
policymakers in Washington, D.C.

New for 2007, the highest scor-
ing student in each state and most
provinces will receive additional
recognition and a $1,000 (U.S.)
donation from Johnson Controls
to his or her school.

“Like all citizens, students play
an important role in using energy
resources wisely, which reinforces
our business of providing smart
energy solutions,” said Dave Myers,
president, Building Efficiency,
Johnson Controls. “As we introduce
this year’s Challenge, we continue
to be impressed by the enthusiasm
and creativity students and teach-
ers exhibit in demonstrating ways
to preserve the environment and
conserve energy.”

Students should submit entries
that demonstrate an understand-
ing of what an individual, family
or group can do in their home,
school or community to conserve
energy and help the environment.
Students may express their ideas

in the form of science projects,
essays, stories, artwork, pho-
tographs, music, video or Web site
projects. They may also submit
recent service projects.

The winning projects for the
2006 Igniting Creative Energy
Challenge were a reflection of stu-
dents’ creativity and involvement.
For example, an elementary
school student’s “I Spy”©-themed
book highlighted 101 ways to save
energy at home and was illus-
trated with photographs of the
student’s dollhouse; and, a high
school student researched a rec-
ommendation to create billboards
that raise awareness of the energy
crisis and promote the fight to
save energy and the environment.

The Challenge is open to all
students in grades K-12 in the
U.S. and Canada, excluding Que-
bec. All entries are due by Febru-
ary 17, 2007, and winners will be
announced on or about March 17,
2007. Official rules about the con-
test and a downloadable entry
form can be found online at
www.ignitingcreativeenergy.org.

Students Can Win Trip To Hawaii For 
Creative Energy And Environmental Projects

Three student winners and one
teacher are recognized for making
a difference in energy awareness.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for those seeking money for col-
lege. Experts say students can get
free money to pay for college
whether they need it or not. Last
year, nearly 2 million students
and their families missed out on
their opportunity simply because
they did not complete the Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA).

Each year, more than $152 bil-
lion in financial aid is awarded
from the federal government,
states and colleges and universi-
ties to help students and families
pay for college. The first step to
getting this money is completing
the FAFSA.

“Free money is a terrible thing
to waste. Applying early gives
families the best shot of getting
all of the money their student is
entitled to receive to pay for col-
lege,” says Martha Holler, spokes-
person for Sallie Mae, the nation’s
leading provider of saving- and
paying-for-college programs.
“Hedge your bets. Even if families
think they do not qualify for
financial aid, they should still
apply. Aid is available on both a
need and a non-need basis.”

If a high school graduate has a
Social Security Number, he or she
is entitled to apply for free or inex-
pensive money, including scholar-
ships, grants and low-interest stu-
dent loans. Students can find the
FAFSA form at their high school
guidance office, local libraries or
online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Once
completed, it can be submitted
anytime after Jan. 1 for the year

in which a student is applying for
aid. 

For information on the FAFSA,
as well as on other college-related
resources, students and parents
can visit www.CollegeAnswer.com. 

The site offers a checklist to
help families gather documents
needed to complete the FAFSA,
including information on income,
investments and taxes. College
Answer also provides access to a
database containing more than
2.4 million scholarships worth
more than $15 billion in gift aid,
and interactive calculators to esti-
mate what a family may be ex-
pected to contribute toward the
cost of college. 

“College-bound students and
families should make completing
the FAFSA one of their New Year’s
resolutions for 2007. While you
may not be able to predict how
much financial aid will be
awarded to you, one thing is for
sure: The only way to get money
for college is to apply for it,”
Holler says.

There’s Money For College And Much Of It’s Free

If a high school graduate has a
Social Security Number, he or she
is entitled to apply for free or inex-
pensive money for college.

(NAPSA)—For information on
metabolic syndrome in women,
visit the National Women’s
Health Resource Center at www.
healthywomen.org or call (877)
986-9472.

**  **  **
Even in the cleanest homes,

indoor air can be dirty. Honeywell
air purifiers range from $40 to
$299 to fit every consumer’s pock-
etbook and are available at retail-
ers including Target and The
Home Depot. For more informa-
tion, visit www.kaz.com.

**  **  **
Approximately 200,000 new

breast cancer cases are diagnosed
in the United States each year.
From ages 30 to 39, the risk of
developing breast cancer is one
out of 229; from ages 40 to 49, the
risk is one out of 68; however,
from ages 50 to 59, the risk jumps
to one out of 37, and from ages 60
to 69, the risk is one out of 26. For
information on breast cancer risk
factors and questions to ask a doc-
tor or health care professional
about the risk factors for breast
cancer, go to www.strengthin
knowing.com. 

(NAPSA)—Americans should
make a commitment to get more
of the important B vitamin folic
acid into their diets, doctors say.
Fortunately, grains such as white
rice are fortified with folic acid.
For recipes and facts on rice, visit
www.usarice.com.

**  **  **
Moving to a winter-weather

climate can be daunting and
worrisome. For information and
tips from the nation’s largest
mover, United Van Lines, visit
www.unitedvanlines.com. 

**  **  **
Ingenious ways to honor our

troops have been devised by one
group of veterans and outlined in

a report called “Voices for Action:
A Focus on the Changing Needs of
America’s Veterans.” The report,
compiled by AMVETS, can be
downloaded at www.veteransna
tionalsymposium.org.

***
Research tells us 14 out of any 10 individual like chocolate.

—Sandra Boynton
***

***
Nothing would be more tiresome than eating and drinking if God
had not made them a pleasure as well as a necessity.

—Voltaire
***

***
Do vegetarians eat animal crackers?

—Author Unknown
***

***
No man in the world has more courage than the man who can
stop after eating one peanut.

—Channing Pollock
***




