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(NAPSA)—If you’re thinking—
or just dreaming—about becoming
a homeowner, before even setting
foot on potential properties, it’s
critical to make sure your finan-
cial house is in order.

Here are tips that can help:
•Ensure that you can truly

afford your home. Take into
account your entire financial pic-
ture. A number of online tools can
help you estimate the price of a
home you can afford based on
your income, debts and other
obligations. For example, there’s
Front Door’s affordability calcula-
tor at www.frontdoor.com. There
are also mortgage calculators that
can show you how a larger down
payment can lower your monthly
mortgage payment.

•Consider the positives—
and the negatives—of home-
ownership. Homeowners can reap
considerable benefits including tax
breaks, home appreciation and the
opportunity to build personal
wealth. Today, home equity—the
value of the house minus the bal-
ance owed—represents a large por-
tion of a typical family’s wealth.

However, it’s important to
remember that owning a home
comes with a number of financial
obligations. Having to replace a
roof, an appliance or something
larger can cause considerable
hardship if not properly planned
for.

•Start building equity from
day one. If you have a down pay-
ment of less than 20 percent,
mortgage insurance is often neces-
sary. This is typically obtained
through either the government-
backed Federal Housing Adminis-
tration (FHA) or a private mort-
gage insurer. Private mortgage
insurance is commonly used when

putting at least 5 percent down,
while FHA loans can require as
little as 3.5 percent. While many
first-time borrowers believe 3.5
percent is the better option, the
added costs layered on top of the
mortgage—in addition to recently
increased FHA insurance premi-
ums—are significantly more
expensive than with a 5 percent
down payment on a privately
insured loan. By putting the 5
percent down, you can enter a
home with more equity and build
equity faster.

•Remember the additional
costs of homeownership. These
can include closing costs; home-
owner’s insurance; city and county
property taxes; utilities; and, if
you buy in a planned subdivision
or a condominium, homeowner’s
association fees.

Before you buy a home, it’s
important to understand the full
cost of ownership. When you do,
you can have a home you love and
the peace of mind that comes with
knowing you’re prepared.

Learn More
To learn more, visit www.

SmarterMI.com.

Getting Your Financial House In Order

Look closely at the financial posi-
tives and negatives of homeown-
ership before buying a home.

(NAPSA)—A TV channel that’s
known for keeping kids enter-
tained now features programming
designed to make moms laugh.

A new prime-time, ad-sup-
ported TV block called NickMom
has started to air weekly from 10
p.m.–2 a.m. ET on the Nick Jr.
channel. The block features a mix
of original long- and short-form
programming, including talk
shows, stand-up and sketch com-
edy, docu-series and more.

A Unique Destination
The programs on NickMom fea-

ture a host of hilarious and recog-
nizable comediennes and moms
including Caroline Rhea, Tisha
Campbell-Martin, Judy Gold and
author Stefanie Wilder-Taylor,
among others.

Additionally, it has recently
greenlighted 13 episodes of a new
docu-comedy TV series, “Take Me
To Your Mother” (formerly “My 63
Moms”), starring new mom and
comic Andrea Rosen, which will be
added to the block’s rotation in
early 2013.

NickMom is also a fully fea-
tured comedy and entertainment
site with extensive content includ-
ing short-form video, photos, edi-
torial pieces and games.

“NickMom is a unique TV and
digital destination that gives moms
permission to wind down from the
day and laugh out loud at the
shared experiences of mother-
hood,” said Bronwen O’Keefe, Se-
nior Vice President, NickMom.
“NickMom has heart, humor and
DVR-worthy content that will keep
viewers coming back for more.”

NickMom’s TV lineup features
the following four series:

• Parental Discretion with
Stefanie Wilder-Taylor is a
show that blends studio elements,

interviews, video commentary,
monologues and panel discussions
with hidden camera, mom on the
street and sketch comedy. Each
episode explores a different ele-
ment of parenting, all through the
irreverent and funny eyes of
author and comedienne Stefanie
Wilder-Taylor (“Naptime Is the
New Happy Hour,” “Sippy Cups
Are Not for Chardonnay”).

• MFF: Mom Friends For-
ever is a docu-comedy series that
goes inside the worlds of Judi Dia-
mond and Kate Frisina-White—
two mom best friends from St.
Louis, Mo., who have a lot to say.
Between juggling work (at a radio
station and grocery store), kids
(two each) and relationships (mar-
riage and divorce), they also pro-
duce and star in a Web show just
for moms. Together, they’re living
their dream of connecting with
other parents while laughing
along the way.

• NickMom Night Out is a
stand-up comedy series that takes
moms out for a night to the local
comedy club. The series spotlights
the chaos and hilarity that come
with being a parent. Featured
hosts include Tisha Campbell-
Martin (L.A. edition), Judy Gold
(N.Y. edition), Caroline Rhea
(Orlando, Fla., edition) and Bon-
nie McFarlane (Chicago edition).

• What Was Carol Brady
Thinking? In a twist on a classic
series, the show goes inside the
mind of one of the most iconic
moms of all time through graphic
overlays on top of the original
“The Brady Bunch” series, allow-
ing viewers to read Carol Brady’s
thoughts throughout each episode.

For more information about the
programs and the website, visit
www.nickpress.com.

A New Comedy Block Just For Moms

A new block of talk shows, documentaries and comedy programs has
been created with moms in mind.

(NAPSA)—Streaming players
are a simple and affordable way to
access entertainment on your TV.
For example, the Roku system con-
nects to your TV and home network
so you can start streaming and
watching programs in a matter of
minutes. For more information,
visit www.Roku.com.

* * *
To manage stress, make sure

you get your rest and watch what
you eat. In addition to exercise,
many find visiting an online game

site can be a helpful and playful
way to handle the holidays. To
learn more, visit www.Pogo.com.

* * *
Karen McCague, claims opera-

tions manager, Liberty Mutual
Insurance, says winter weather
preparation should begin far in
advance of winter and be built
around “The Three Ps”: people,
property and possessions. For
more information about preparing
for winter weather, visit www.
libertymutual.com/winter.

Capsaicin is the alkaloid ingredient that gives peppers their heat. The
capsaicin content is greater in the hot peppers than the bell peppers.
It is also affected by climate conditions, geographic location and the
age of the fruit.

When handling peppers, especially if it is a pepper you have never
used before, wear gloves. Some oils can blister skin or result in an
allergic reaction.

Three Career Trends
(NAPSA)—As the economy im-

proves, so do career prospects.
Here are three trends to watch.

•Robust job growth in health
care and IT: The health care
industry employed one in five
Americans in 2012 and could grow
29 percent by 2020. More than
half of the 30 fastest-growing jobs
over the next decade will be in
health care, with nursing posi-
tions expected to increase by 26
percent, according to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

With technology driving nearly
every industry in today’s economy,
IT professionals will also continue
to be in high demand. By decade’s
end, 1.4 million positions should
open in software engineering, net-
work operations and related areas.

•Detours lead to new career
paths: Today’s workers are more
likely to “zigzag” through jobs in
diverse industries than follow a
linear career track. Nearly 90 per-
cent of women professionals and
executives will take time off or
shift careers in midlife, according
to the new book “Women Lead” by
Apollo Research Institute. Recent
research shows that more than 8
million baby boomers have entered
“encore careers,” often in jobs that
give back to the community.

•Small business creates big
opportunities: Small businesses
have provided 55 percent of U.S.
jobs since the 1970s and have
added 8 million positions since
1990, during which time large
firms shed 4 million jobs. A recent
report noted that nearly 90 per-
cent of businesses with under 99
employees plan to hire or maintain
current staff in 2013 and more
than half expect revenue to rise.

Learn more at www.apollo
researchinstitute.org or find
Apollo Research Institute on
Facebook.

Small businesses now provide
over half of all U.S. jobs.

(NAPSA)—XyliMelts for Dry
Mouth uses oral adhering discs to
time-release xylitol and oral lubri-

cant while you sleep. It’s available
at Rite Aid pharmacies starting
March 2013 or by calling (877)
672-6541. Further facts are at
www.XyliMelts.com.




