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Drawing OnThe Future
(NAPSA)—Twenty-five writers

and artists from around the globe
offer their vision for the future in
a contest with a fascinating past.

The Writers of the Future Writ-
ing Contest was initiated by best-
selling author L. Ron Hubbard in
1983 to help aspiring writers to
get that much-needed break. It
seems to have worked. The 368
past winners of the Writing Con-
test have published 838 novels
and nearly 4,000 short stories.
They have produced 27 New York
Times best sellers and their works
have sold over 50 million copies.

Due to the success of the Writ-
ing Contest, the companion Illus-
trators of the Future Contest was
created in 1983. The 298 past win-
ners of the Illustrating Contest
have produced over 4,500 illustra-
tions and 356 comic books, graced
594 books and albums with their
art, and visually contributed to 36
TV shows and 46 major movies.

Recently, the latest winners
were honored at the 31st Annual L.
Ron Hubbard Achievement Awards.
The winners, from among several
thousand hopefuls, saw their work
published in the best-selling sci-
ence fiction anthology series.

The two grand-prize honors
were captured by Sharon Roest
(pen name Sharon Joss) of Aloha,
Ore., who took the Golden Pen
Award and a $5,000 cash prize,
and Michelle Lochamy of Browns
Mills, N.J., who was awarded the
Golden Brush Award and a $5,000
cash prize. The winners also
attended a weeklong workshop
taught by the contest judges,
experienced professionals provid-
ing sound advice based on hard-
won experience.

The book, “L. Ron Hubbard
Presents Writers of the Future,
Volume 31,” is now available
online at Amazon.com, KOBO.com
and BN.com and in print where
books are sold.

For more information and to
see the awards ceremony online,
go to www.writersofthefuture.com.

“Queen of Angels,” painted by Bob
Eggleton, was the winner in an
annual science fiction art contest.

(NAPSA)—With winter finally
behind us, it’s time to focus on get-
ting your yard prepped and ready
to enjoy! Here are some tips that
can help make your time and effort
more productive and rewarding.

•Don’t try to get everything
done in just one weekend. Make
sure the lawn has a chance to
wake up and come back to life
during the early spring months. If
you are patient, the sun and soil
will often do much of the prep
work for you.

•Give your yard a thorough
raking before you treat the grass
or mow for the first time. Raking
pulls up any thatch that may have
accumulated over the winter and
highlights any dead spots or com-
pacted areas that need special
attention. If your lawn is com-
pacted, loosen the soil so the grass
can start growing again.

•It’s easier to rid your lawn of
weeds before they have a chance
to form. Early spring is a good
time to apply herbicides to pre-
vent the weeds from developing.

•Low spots in a lawn can cause
poor drainage, lead to poor grow-
ing conditions for grass and make
mowing a challenge. Use a shovel
to cut away areas that are raised
and fill in spaces that are
depressed.

Using the right tools for vari-
ous lawn care projects can pay
dividends, particularly when it
comes to getting the job done right
the first time.

Start your spring-cleaning
tasks with a deep clean of your
deck, siding and driveway for an
instant curb appeal boost. The
Briggs & Stratton POWERflow+
pressure washer offers a high-
pressure option for deep cleaning
or high-flow option for longer-
reaching and faster-rinsing cycles.
It can also be used on delicate sur-
faces, such as your patio furniture.

Its 7-in-1 nozzle with one-
handed operation saves time and
eliminates the need for multiple
trips. It even has a detergent

tank that works to deliver power
soaping on demand and a fold-
down handle design for compact
storage.

If your yard has an uneven ter-
rain, the Troy-Bilt Mustang Zero-
Turn Lawn Mower is made to
handle such tasks. It has a Kohler
engine, comes with mulching
capabilities and has an integrated
rear hitch that allows you to use
dump carts, spreaders and other
tow-behind attachments. You can
also attach a garden hose to
quickly and easily clean the
underside of a deck.

The Troy-Bilt FLEX, available
exclusively at Lowe’s, is a whole
new approach to yard care. It fea-
tures a single-base engine that
powers four different attachments
including a wide-area mower, leaf
blower, pressure washer and snow
thrower, freeing up a lot of space
in your garage. It allows you to
easily transition from one job to
the next as each attachment clicks
right into the base engine.

The attachments are sold sepa-
rately so homeowners can cus-
tomize their system. This allows
customers to save money and up to
60 percent of garage storage space
when compared to the purchase of
individual, one-use products.

For more information, visit
www.Lowes.com.

Tips On Helping Your Yard Warm Up To Spring

Remember, using the right tools
for various yard care jobs can
pay dividends, particularly when
it comes to getting the job done
right the first time.

(NAPSA)—While most people
know that energy efficiency is an
important consideration when
purchasing appliances or mechan-
ical systems for the home, you
may care to consider how your
interior design choices can also
affect energy efficiency.

Try these five tips to help
reduce your home’s carbon foot-
print and save even more on your
utility bills:

•Furnishings: Your selection
and placement of furnishings can
change how warm or cool a room
feels. Furniture features such as
high backs or fabric skirts can
help reduce drafts. Throw blan-
kets can introduce a fun color or
print while reducing the need for
heating.

•Flooring: If you have hard
flooring such as hardwood,
stained concrete, laminate or the
like, as opposed to carpeting,
adding or subtracting area rugs
can help the room feel warmer or
cooler. In addition, be careful
about where you position pieces so
you don’t block air vents. You can
also get vent deflectors to redirect
the air as it comes out.

•Lighting: If you’ve been
holding off on switching to more
efficient lightbulbs because you
don’t care for the quality of light
they give off, take another look at
what’s available. Newer LED and
compact fluorescent bulbs are get-
ting closer to the warm light of
incandescents and their energy
savings are hard to beat.

•Fans: As you’re evaluating
your lighting fixtures, consider if
you can incorporate a ceiling fan
with an integrated light into any
room. Fans aren’t just for hot
weather—those with a reversible
setting can be switched to turn
clockwise in the winter, so they

recirculate warm air that has
risen to the ceiling, which may
also help to reduce heating bills.

•Windows: Draperies can
sometimes block views to the out-
doors as well as deter the natural
light from coming in. A newer
alternative can be 3M Sun Control
Window Film, which is designed to
let light in while keeping heat out.
To determine how much this could
save on your air conditioner use,
try the Cooling Savings Calculator
at www.3M.com/InteriorDesign.

In addition to rejecting heat,
window films can help keep sun-
light from fading carpets and fur-
nishings. They’re even available
in versions that don’t change the
look of your windows or your
home, so you can maintain both
clear views to the outside and the
curb appeal of your house.

The right energy-efficient up-
grades can not only help save you
money in the short term, they can
increase the resale value of your
house, so you may want to start
thinking about changes you can
make today.

Learn More
For further information on Sun

Control Window Film, go to
www.3M.com/InteriorDesign.

Five Energy-Efficient Interior Design Tips

To maximize the energy effi-
ciency of your home, consider a
window film that is designed to
let light in while keeping heat out.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
creating a memorable vacation,
planning and scheduling are key.
That’s the word from travel
experts, such as those at Expedia,
who say Americans collectively let
half a billion paid days off go to
waste last year.

The good news is that there is
still time to avoid becoming a
vacation statistic this summer. To
help, here are some tips for mak-
ing the most of those precious
warm-weather days that are fast
approaching.

•Get the kids’ input. Even if
you’ve already scheduled your fam-
ily vacation, give them a voice by
involving them in some of the plan-
ning. According to AAA, 21 percent
of respondents listed “family argu-
ments about where to go and what
to do” as one of their biggest sum-
mer vacation frustrations.

•Declare digital freedom. E-
mails and social media can wait.
Use summer to reconnect with
nature, your family and friends.
Put your phone on silent. Store it
in an out-of-reach bag. But keep it
in case of emergencies.

•Choose a wet destination.
Many believe a vacation on water
can give everyone in the family
the chance to do something they
enjoy.

•Think long term. Spending
now on a lake house, boat or RV
may save you money and head-
aches on future vacations. Real

freedom is taking vacation on
your schedule.

Another way to secure long-
term value for your vacation dol-
lar is by investing in quality
equipment, both on the water and
on land.

For instance, new to the water
this year is the Evinrude® E-
TEC® G2™ outboard engine. An
innovative, boldly styled engine,
it’s designed to deliver 15 per-
cent better fuel efficiency, 20 per-
cent more torque and 75 percent
fewer regulated emissions than
its competitors’.

Contributing to the engine’s
lifetime value is the fact that it
doesn’t require dealer mainte-
nance for five years. It’s also avail-
able in 350 color combinations.

Consumers can test-ride boats
rigged with the Evinrude E-TEC
G2 line of outboard engines at
select locations. To find one, visit
www.EvinrudeTestRides.com.

Tips For Planning A Family Vacation

Many believe a vacation on water
can give everyone in the family
the chance to do something they
enjoy.

(NAPSA)—You can now get a
fast-acting oral medication for
treating flea infestations in dogs
and cats with protection that can’t
rub or wash off. Over-the-counter
PetArmor FastCaps tablets begin
working in 30 minutes. Learn
more at www.petarmor.com.

* * *
LinkedIn for Good is LinkedIn’s

social impact arm, focused on con-
necting professionals with opportu-
nities to affect the world. To learn
more, visit www.linkedinforgood.
linkedin.com or go to www.volunteer.
linkedin.com to find a skilled vol-
unteering opportunity nearby.

* * *
To start up small engines after

storage, many turn to Start Your
Engines! to revitalize fuel and
protect the engine’s fuel system.
It’s designed for use with small 2-
and 4-cycle motors like those in
lawn mowers, hedge trimmers,

ATVs and more. To learn more,
visit www.GoldEagle.com.

* * *
One way to get long-term value

for your vacation dollar is by
investing in quality equipment,
such as the new Evinrude E-TEC
G2 outboard engine. It’s designed
to deliver better fuel efficiency
than its competitors’. To learn more,
visit www.chooseyouretec.com.

If you toss a penny in the air, it is
more likely to land on “tails,”
since the “head” image is heav-
ier and tends to end up on the
bottom.




