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(NAPSA)—Today, millions of
people are downloading music,
watching DVDs, and playing video
games on their PC. Many of them
are looking to upgrade their PC
sound system for a better multime-
dia experience, knowing that a
good set of speakers can transform
ordinary digital audio into a prime
seat at a concert.

But choosing PC speakers can
be confusing. When you walk into
your local electronics store, the
multimedia speaker area is over-
flowing with 2.0, 2.1, 5.1 and even
6.1 speaker systems. How do you
know what’s best for the type of lis-
tening you do at your PC?  

Here’s some help in sorting it all
out.  

2.0: Two satellites: A simple
speaker pair is the most basic PC
setup. Installation is easy, since
this speaker configuration is com-
patible with standard PC sound-
cards. The 2.0 is an entry-level sys-
tem, which works best for people
looking for basic PC sounds such
as “You’ve Got Mail” when you log
onto e-mail.

2.1: Two satellites, one sub-
woofer: If you’re an avid PC music
listener, consider a 2.1 system,
which includes a subwoofer (note:
the .1 means the system includes a
subwoofer). A subwoofer is better
able to handle the bass frequencies
that make for a richer listening
experience. Although almost as
easy to install as a 2.0 system, the
addition of powerful bass dramati-
cally enhances any music. 

5.1: Four satellites, one cen-
ter speaker, one subwoofer:
This configuration takes a 2.1
model and adds two rear satellite
speakers plus a front, center
speaker—giving you true surround
sound. With a 5.1, you can experi-
ence true positional audio, mean-
ing you can hear sound from all
directions while playing games or
watching videos. So you’ll actually
know when the enemy is sneaking

up from behind! To take full advan-
tage of a 5.1 system, you’ll need a
6-channel PC soundcard (check
your soundcard manual to deter-
mine compatibility, or consult your
local electronics store for assis-
tance).

6.1: Four satellites, one
front center speaker, one rear
center speaker, one sub-
woofer: A 6.1 speaker system is
similar to a 5.1 speaker system,
with the addition of a dedicated
rear center channel, for better
positioning of rear sound effects.
This system is most appropriate
for PC gaming, as there are now
some games on the market that
are encoded to produce true 6.1
surround sound. This is not an
extremely popular configuration,
however, since there are a limited
number of true 6.1 sound sources.
With a 6.1 configuration, a 7-
channel PC soundcard is neces-
sary for true 6.1 surround sound.

Some people think the price of
speakers is based solely on the
number of pieces—but in reality,
many 2.1 speakers cost more than
5.1 or even 6.1 systems. System
prices are based on both the num-
ber of pieces and the power output.
First, identify what configuration
you want; then determine how
much power—expressed in

wattage —is needed. The higher
the wattage, the higher the price.
Wattage indicates how much
power a speaker system can
deliver. It’s important to note the
RMS wattage on each system.
Since the FCC sets standards for
RMS power measurements, this
specification can be used to com-
pare similarly featured systems.
Depending on your sound needs,
you might find systems with 40
watts adequate, while others want
the earth-shaking power of a 400-
watt system. Many times, power
needs can be determined by the
size of the room you’re hoping to
fill (40-70 watts is perfect around
the PC, while 400-500 watts is
needed to fill a large family room).

Besides deciding on power,
check to see if the speakers offer
any third party technologies or cer-
tifications, such as THX. THX cer-
tification ensures that the product
has been tested and approved by
an independent audio authority
and meets certain power and clar-
ity measures—premium high-end
products will carry the THX seal of
approval.

If you choose carefully, you
needn’t break the bank. For exam-
ple, Logitech, one of today’s leading
companies in PC audio, offers two
lines of speakers, the premium Z-
Series and the budget-conscious X-
Series, each providing a number of
configurations at various price
points. For example, for just under
$100 you can purchase the Log-
itech Z-3 speakers, a nicely
designed, high quality 40-watt 2.1
system. For booming 5.1-surround
sound, the THX-certified Logitech
Z-5300 packs a powerful punch,
offering 280 watts, for less than
$200. And, if 6.1 sound is what you
need to make your games come
alive, the Logitech X-620 (70
watts) speaker system for $99 has
received high praise.

For more information, visit
www.logitech.com.

Listen To This:Tips On Choosing The Right PC Speakers

SOUND IDEA: Success is finding
a speaker system that brings your
multimedia PC experiences to life.

(NAPSA)—When kids want a
puppy, parents need to determine
if the family is prepared for the
responsibility. Now some special
help has arrived to assist families
with this puppy predicament.

The American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA) and the Cottonelle®

brand—known as the Looking out
for the Family™ folks—have
teamed up to offer a unique puppy
care kit that helps teach children
how to care for a dog. It also pro-
vides parents with pointers on
how to determine whether their
family is prepared for a pet.

In the kit, kids get a soft,
stuffed Cottonelle Puppy, adoption
papers, a bowl, a bone and an
informative booklet about respon-
sible pet care that parents can
read with their kids. 

Along with helping to educate
families about pet ownership, the
kit initiative supports the ASPCA,
the first humane organization
established in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The society is dedicated to
promoting humane principles, pre-
venting cruelty and alleviating
pain, fear and suffering in animals.

“With fun tools like the Cot-
tonelle Puppy Care Kit, parents
and children can become better
informed pet owners, and avoid
the unfortunate circumstance of
relinquishing a pet,” says Gail
Buchwald, Vice President of
ASPCA Cares.

Families can order a kit online
for $4.99 at www.cottonelle
puppy.com by entering the Univer-
sal Product Code (UPC) from spe-
cially marked Cottonelle products.
The kit is available through May 1,
2004. 

For more information about
programs that help improve the
well-being of animals, log onto the
ASPCA Web site (www.aspca.org),
which also includes a special
Animaland section, designed
especially for children.

A unique kit can educate kids
and their parents on proper
puppy care.

Puppy Love: Is Your Family Ready?

Is Your Family Ready For A Puppy?
Consider the following:
• What’s in your future? Remember dogs live 
eight to 15 years.
• Do you have time? Puppies need lots of 
attention, especially the first month.
• Is anyone allergic? If unsure, consult a 
pediatrician or allergist.
• Are there other animals? Introducing puppy 
to kitty cat requires some guidelines.
• Do the kids really want one? Talk with them 
about any concerns.
• Can the family afford it? First-year puppy 
costs can easily approach $1,000.
• Are you experienced? New pet owner 
education is a serious time commitment.
• Is there enough room? A high-energy dog
needs lots of space.
• Are you a “neat freak”? A puppy can be,
well, messy. They shed, drool, chew, and have
accidents.
• Still not sure? Visit www.cottonellepuppy.com 
for a Puppy Care Kit.
Wrong reasons for getting a puppy:
• You want to teach a child responsibility
• You feel sorry for that “doggie in the 
window”
• You think you need a guard dog
• It’s a surprise gift

(NAPSA)—There’s a variety of
toys and products which help
bring the magic of fairy tales to
life and inspire little girls to
dream. For example, the Disney
Princess brand brings Ariel, Belle,
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Snow
White and Jasmine together in a
complete collection of fantasy-
based girls’ entertainment and
products.

You may already know compar-
ison shopping sites as a fast, con-
venient way to locate and compare
products, stores and prices online.
They also offer one of the most
flexible gifts you can give—the
PriceGrabber Visa Gift Card. This
prepaid debit card lets you give
the gift of choice. Recipients can
shop anywhere Visa debit cards
are accepted. You can buy a gift
card for $25 up to $250 without
any additional upfront fees, and
the physical card can be shipped
directly to the gift recipient. To
compare gift prices, visit www.
pricegrabber.com.

Fashion-forward jewelry  of-
fers the brilliance of diamonds at
a price that readily fits within

most gift budgets. The ChariZma
collection consists of  quality
cubic zirconia necklaces, brace-
lets, earrings and rings that are
difficult to distinguish from their
expensive diamond counterparts.
The jewelry is manufactured
with diamond simulants, master-
fully cut and faceted for maxi-
mum brilliance and set in ster-
ling silver. To view or purchase
pieces from the ChariZma™ col-
lection, visit  the Web site at
www.acntv.com.

***
The ground we walk on, the plants and creatures, the clouds above constantly dissolving into new
formations—each gift of nature possessing its own radiant energy, bound together by cosmic
harmony.

—Ruth Bernhard
***

***
There comes a time in each life like a point of fulcrum. At that time you must accept yourself. It is
not any more what you will become. It is what you are and always will be.

—John Fowles
***




