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(NAPSA)—The summer
months are notoriously tough on
any vehicle as drivers take to the
road for extended or weekend get-
aways. To make sure you’re ready
for the summer drive, taking sim-
ple maintenance steps will ensure
your trip is memorable for all of
the right reasons. 

Get a Tune Up and Check
your AC: A tune up before you
leave on a long trip could result in
improved fuel economy by 4–12
percent. Auto manufacturers rec-
ommend a tune up every two
years or 30,000 miles, whichever
comes first. If your air-condition-
ing system hasn’t been checked
recently, have the technician
check the refrigerant charge, com-
pressor belt and compressor
clutch.

Maintain your cooling sys-
tem: Engine coolant can become
contaminated, so the system
should be flushed and replenished
periodically—typically every three
years or 36,000 miles. Never
check the radiator or coolant
when the engine is hot. One prod-
uct to help reduce engine heat is
Royal Purple’s Purple Ice Coolant
Additive. This high-performance,
synthetic radiator coolant addi-
tive fosters optimum coolant
flow by helping to prevent for-
mation of scale deposits in the
radiator and also lubricates the
water pump seals. Learn more at
www.coolerradiators.com.

Don’t forget the spare: When
checking your tires for correct
inflation and even wear, make
sure your spare tire is ready to
use in case you need to put it into
service when you’re on the road. 

Change your windshield
wipers: Experts suggest changing
your blades every six to 12

months. Don’t forget to check and
change your rear-window wiper
blade, too!

Emergency Road Kit: Hav-
ing these items could make it eas-
ier to get back on the road:

• First-aid kit that includes
aspirin, bandages, gauze, eye-
wash, moist wipes, antibiotic oint-
ment and burn cream 

• Duct tape can temporarily fix
a broken windshield wiper, hold
glass together, pick up glass
shards, serve as a temporary gas
cover and repair a broken hose 

• Brightly colored cloth or
“emergency” sign that you can tie
or place somewhere on your car to
signal for help 

• Cell phone. If you don’t want
a regular-use cell phone, there are
special 911 units and prepaid cell
phones 

• Tools such as wrenches,
screwdrivers, pliers and socket
wrenches 

• Booster cables to jump a
dead or faulty battery 

• Extra fuses
• Blankets 
• Emergency light or flashlight 
• Bottled water. 
For more information, visit

www.royalpurple.com.

Vacation Season Car Care Essentials

Because overheating engines are
a major cause of breakdowns, try
using an additive that reduces
engine heat.

(NAPSA)—Getting ready for
warm-weather fun involves more
than buying a flirty new bikini or
summer dress—it also involves
getting your skin ready for the
reveal.

It’s a good idea to give your skin
a few months to get ready for the
frequent shaving done during the
height of the season. To help mini-
mize red bumps and shave irrita-
tion along your bikini line, start
shaving now. It will help your skin
become more resistant to the
passes of your razor blade. Here
are a few more tips to help you
make the smoothest transition:

• To help prevent razor burn,
your best option is to prepare skin
by moisturizing a few hours before
your shave. Moisturizing right
before you shave can dull your
razor, leaving it full of lotion,
therefore preventing you from get-
ting a close shave. So if you’re
planning to shave in the morning,
consider applying a moisturizer
the night before.

• Using shave cream offers
better moisture protection for
your skin versus just soap and
water. It may also help to cut
down on repeat passes of the razor
because it stays on better than a
gel in the steamy environment of
a shower.

• Choose a shave cream that
contains ingredients designed to
give you a smoother shaving expe-
rience. An aloe-enriched product
such as Pure Silk® Shave Cream
moisturizes skin, while other
ingredients actually raise the hair
follicles so you get a closer, long-
lasting shave without pressing the
razor hard against your skin.

• Use a cooler water tempera-
ture while shaving. Hot water will

remove even more moisture from
skin.

• To get more enjoyment out of
shaving, use a shave cream such
as Pure Silk that comes in 100
percent aluminum cans that won’t
rust in the shower or leave rings
on bathroom surfaces. Did you
know that 80 percent of women
shave in the shower or bath?

In addition to being rustproof,
aluminum cans are also environ-
mentally friendly, being five times
easier to recycle than steel cans
and capable of holding more shave
cream in a smaller can size. You
can get great-looking legs and be
kind to the environment.

With a little planning and a
few tips, your legs will be ready
for the season’s flirtiest fashions.

Sensational Skin Suits The Season

Warm weather requires showing
more skin. A few tips can help
you show it off.

(NAPSA)—Most Americans
survey their finances from a high
level only once a year. Tax time
forces people to think about how
to best organize their financial
lives. It should also remind you to
take extra care in protecting
yourself against fraud and iden-
tity theft—something you should
think about year-round.

During and after tax time, even
with the prevalence of online fil-
ing, reams of vital information are
easily harvested from workplace
desks and mailboxes. 

The nonprofit Identity Theft
Resource Center (ITRC) recom-
mends that you take the following
steps to protect yourself:

• Keep paperwork with per-
sonal information in a safe, locked
location. 

• Put papers you no longer
need through a crosscut shredder.  

• Make sure to have updated
firewall, anti-virus and spyware
software to protect your  computer
from invasion.   

• Be sure to retrieve your mail
every day. Don’t leave financial
documents in an outgoing mail-
box at work.  

Even the most organized con-
sumer can benefit from identity
theft protection and restoration
sevices provided by firms like
EZShield. 

You want to prevent, detect
and restore when you have trou-
ble with your identity. All three
are important.  Take appropriate
measures. 

Securing Your Identity
Isn’t Just For Tax Time

(NAPSA)—According to the
Solar Energy Industries Associa-
tion, 92 percent of the American
public agrees that it is important
for the nation to develop and use
solar energy. Yet, while many
homeowners like the idea of
greening their homes, few want to
sacrifice good curb appeal. Fortu-
nately, with new advancements in
solar roofing, homeowners no
longer need to choose between an
eco-friendly roof and a beautiful
home. With the right products, a
roof with solar technology can add
value to a home and not just by
being green.

Because the roof makes up 50
percent of a home’s exterior, when
homeowners look for a roofing
product, curb appeal is often at
the top of the list. However, home-
owners also have to consider dura-
bility, impact resistance and main-
tenance requirements—making it
challenging to keep energy-effi-
cient roofing a priority. While eco-
friendly trends are increasing,
building manufacturers have
improved the sustainability of
their products while maintaining
aesthetics—so homeowners can
have it all.

Solar products now come in dif-
ferent “shades of green,” all de -
signed to reduce your home’s
impact on the environment at vary-
ing degrees using evolving tech-
nologies such as solar-reflective
roofing and photovoltaics. Good
news for homeowners is that there
are incentives for choosing a prod-
uct that helps power up a home
and reduces the impact on the envi-
ronment. By installing an Energy
Star–rated roofing product, home-
owners can earn up to a $1,500
credit on their income taxes. 

A prime example of solar-reflec-
tive asphalt roofing that keeps
your roof cool by deflecting the
sun’s rays is Landmark Solaris

from CertainTeed—a company
recently named an Energy Star
Partner of the Year by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
By lowering surface temperatures
up to 20 percent, you can give
your air conditioner a rest during
warm weather. To get this level of
performance, homeowners used to
be limited to white shingles—
which may not match the color
palette on the exterior of the
home. You can now get deep, rich,
dark hues that are more classic
and natural than traditional solar
shingles.

A shining example of advance-
ments in photovoltaics is EnerGen
solar roofing panels. Designed
with curb appeal in mind, the sys-
tem blends in and lies flush to tra-
ditional asphalt shingles, generat-
ing power for your home using
clean, renewable energy.

With the combination of new
technologies, incentives, improved
performance and aesthetic options
that don’t sacrifice curb appeal,
it’s clear that solar roofing is here
to stay.

For more information on solar
roofing, visit www.certainteed.com.

Solar Roofing Provides A Ray Of Light For
Homeowners’ Energy Bills

Your home can keep you com-
fortable, save energy and look
good doing it.

(NAPSA)—Two of the most
popular astringents are Sea
Breeze’s Original Formula, a
blend of camphor, peppermint,
clove and eucalyptus; and its Sen-
sitive Skin Astringent, which
blends cleansing and softening
ingredients such as camphor,
clove, eucalyptus and glycerin. 

**  **  **
The Campaign for Tobacco-

Free Kids and other public health
advocates are calling on elected
officials to support proven mea-
sures to reduce tobacco use and
its devastating toll. For more
information, visit www.kick
 buttsday.org and www.tobacco
 freekids.org.

**  **  **
“Fleas are known for their

quick breeding capabilities and a
handful on your pet can quickly
turn into hundreds in your home
if left unchecked,” said Missy
Henriksen, vice president of pub-
lic affairs for the National Pest
Management Association. “A pest
professional can help eradicate an
infestation.” For more informa-
tion, visit www.pestworld.org. 

***
I am a strong believer in luck and I find the harder I work the
more I have of it.

—Benjamin Franklin 
***

***
One of the symptoms of an approaching nervous breakdown is
the belief that one’s work is terribly important.

—Bertrand Russell 
***

***
Life grants nothing to us mortals without hard work. 

—Horace 
***

The four athletes to make Life magazine’s 1990 list of the “100 Most
Important Americans of the 20th Century” are Muhammad Ali, Billie
Jean King, Jackie Robinson and Babe Ruth.

The record number of hands shaken by a public figure at an official
function was 8,513 by President Theodore Roosevelt at a New Year’s
Day White House presentation in 1907.




