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(NAPSA)—Vaccines currently
being developed may soon offer
protection against HIV and AIDS.

That development is eagerly
awaited because, according to a
recent United Nations study, HIV
infection rates among high-risk
groups such as gays, drug users
and sex workers are on the rise
around the world. 

A publicly traded company
named GeoVax, Inc. (GOVX.OB)
may be the first to put vaccines on
the market that can help alleviate
the suffering that results when
HIV progresses to AIDS. 

Based in Smyrna, Ga., the com-
pany is at work on both preventa-
tive and therapeutic vaccines. The
preventative vaccine is intended
for those without HIV, with the
aim of keeping them from being
infected by the virus in the first
place. Meanwhile, the therapeutic
vaccine is designed for those with
HIV, in the hopes of protecting
them from suffering the effects of
AIDS itself. If successful, this lat-
ter vaccine would supplant the
need for oral medications, thus
reducing costs and drug-related
side effects. 

The vaccines, initially devel-
oped by Dr. Harriet Robinson at
Emory University in collaboration
with researchers at the NIH, the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and
the CDC, incorporate two vaccine
delivery components: a recombi-
nant DNA and a recombinant
poxvirus, known as modified vac-
cinia Ankara (MVA), both of which
deliver genes that encode inacti-
vated HIV-1-derived proteins to
the immune system. 

Both the DNA and MVA vac-
cines contain sufficient HIV-1
genes to support the production of
noninfectious viruslike particles
in vaccinated people, which dis-
play forms of proteins that appear
authentic to the immune system.
When used together, the recombi-
nant DNA component is used to
prime immune responses that are
boosted by administration of the
recombinant MVA component.
However, in certain settings, the
recombinant MVA alone may be
sufficient for priming and boosting
the immune responses. 

“Our current focus is on a vac-
cine for use against clade B, an
HIV-1 virus subtype that is com-
mon in the United States and the
industrially developed world,”
says Robert T. McNally, president
and CEO. “However, once efficacy
can be documented against clade
B, we plan to develop vaccines
designed for use to combat the
subtypes that predominate in
developing countries.”

For more information, visit
www.geovax.com. 

Vaccines For HIV And AIDS On The Horizon

A therapeutic vaccine for those
with HIV that is currently being
developed could potentially sup-
plant the need for long-term oral
medications.

(NAPSA)—Women who develop
high blood glucose (blood sugar)
levels during pregnancy are said
to have gestational diabetes.
These women should be tested for
diabetes 6 to 12 weeks after their
baby is born. In many cases their
blood glucose levels show that
they are no longer considered to
have diabetes. But what many
people don’t realize is that new
moms who had gestational dia-
betes will continue to have a
greater risk for getting diabetes
during their entire lifetime. So
even if the test for diabetes is nor-
mal right after the baby is born,
these women should continue to
get tested for diabetes at least
every three years. 

“Many women think that if the
follow-up test after the baby is born
shows no signs of diabetes, they are
in the clear. That is not the case,”
said Vivian Pinn, M.D., Director of
the Office of Research on Women’s
Health (ORWH) at the National
Institutes of Health. “They con-
tinue to have a greater risk for get-
ting diabetes in the future. The
good news is that there are modest
but important steps these women
can take to prevent or delay devel-
oping diabetes.”

Gestational diabetes occurs
more often in women with a fam-
ily history of diabetes, obese
women and Latina, African Amer-
ican, American Indian, Asian,
Pacific Islander, and Alaska
Native women. Moms who have
had gestational diabetes should
be tested on a regular basis for
diabetes, so it is important that
they tell their doctors about their
history of gestational diabetes.
This follow-up screening may be a
simple blood test. Women who
have had gestational diabetes

have a 2 in 3 chance that it will
return in future pregnancies so
they should also talk to their
obstetricians if they plan on
becoming pregnant again.  

Women with a history of gesta-
tional diabetes should also make
an effort to reach and maintain a
healthy weight by making healthy
food choices and being active for
at least 30 minutes, 5 days a
week. Even if women do not reach
their “goal” weight, research
shows that maintaining a healthy
lifestyle can help reduce risk.
These action steps are also good
for the entire family.  

“Children of women who had
gestational diabetes are also at
risk for obesity and diabetes, so
it’s a good idea for mothers to let
their child’s doctor know that they
had gestational diabetes,” added
Pinn. “Keeping a healthy lifestyle
as a family is good for everyone.
It helps both mom and baby man-
age their risks for getting diabetes
in the future.”  

For a free tip sheet on gesta-
tional diabetes, including steps
to reduce the risk of developing
diabetes, call the National Dia-
betes Education Program
(NDEP) at  1-888-693-NDEP
(6337) or visit the website at
www.YourDiabetesInfo.org.

New Moms Can Prevent Diabetes 
By Keeping Up Healthy Habits

(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for
a job, you may see ads for firms
that promise results. Unfortu-
nately, some firms may misrepre-
sent their services, promote out-
dated or fictitious job offerings, or
charge high fees in advance for
services that may not lead to a
job. 

The Federal Trade Commission
(FTC), the nation’s consumer pro-
tection agency, says scammers
advertise jobs exactly where legit-
imate employers do—on popular
Web sites, in the classifieds and
even on TV. The ads sound
promising, whether it’s for hourly
work or an executive-level job. But
ads placed by scammers come
with a twist: You have to pay—
and then, there’s no job.

Many con artists are good at
what they do. They can sound
very convincing, especially when
your defenses are down. They
may say they have a job waiting
for you…or they might guarantee
to place you in a job. But you
can’t believe the promises—even
when you want to. Legitimate
companies won’t guarantee you a
job. 

The FTC urges job seekers to
be aware of the red flags that may
signal a job scam:

• If an employer or employ-
ment-service firm wants you to
pay—even if it says it’s for certifi-
cation, training materials or for
its expenses placing you with a
company—don’t  do business
with it. Legitimate employers
and firms don’t ask you to pay
for the promise of a job.

• Some listing services and
“consultants” write their ads or
phone scripts to sound like they
have jobs waiting for you. The
truth is, they’re only selling infor-
mation about looking for a job—
information that’s generally avail-
able for free. 

If you’ve been the victim of a job
scam and paid someone for a job
that didn’t exist, the FTC wants to
hear about it. Complain to the FTC
at www.ftc.gov/complaint or call 1-
877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357).
Watch a new video, “How to File a
Complaint,” at www.ftc.gov/video
to learn more. Letting the FTC
know about your experience can
help put an employment scam out
of business. For more information
and to watch an educational video,
visit www.ftc.gov/jobscams.

Tips On Avoiding Employment Scams

It’s wise to be skeptical of any
employment-service firm that
charges first, even if it guaran-
tees refunds.

For moist air to be classified as fog, visibility has to be reduced to
less than 1,100 yards—1,091.2 to be exact, according to the interna-
tional definition of fog.

***
As practice makes perfect, I cannot but make progress; each draw-
ing one makes, each study one paints, is a step forward.

—Vincent van Gogh
***

***
Every day is a new opportunity. You can build on yesterday’s suc-
cess or put its failures behind and start over again. That’s the way
life is, with a new game every day, and that’s the way baseball is.

—Bob Feller 
***

***
Examine what is said, not him who speaks. 

—Arab Proverb
***

In the controversial literary work, Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet
Beecher Stowe, there is a character called Evangeline St. Clare. She is
better known by the name Little Eva.

***
Public sentiment is everything.
With public sentiment, nothing
can fail; without it nothing can
succeed.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
Whenever I hear anyone argu-
ing for slavery I feel a strong
impulse to see it tried on him
personally.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
I have stepped out upon this
platform that I may see you and
that you may see me, and in the
arrangement I have the best of
the bargain.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

***
On the floor I am more at ease.
I feel nearer, more a part of the
painting, since this way I can
walk around it, work from the
four sides and literally be in the
painting.

—Jackson Pollock 
***

***
I never decided at all to be an
artist; being an artist seems to
have happened to me.

—Anne Truitt
***

***
If dabbling in art didn’t amuse
me, I beg you to believe that I
wouldn’t do it.

—Pierre-Auguste Renoir
***

***
The painter makes real to oth-
ers his innermost feelings about
all that he cares for.

—Lucien Freud
***

***
Man blames fate for other acci-
dents but feels personally
responsible for a hole in one.

—Martha Beckman
***

The term Ponzi scheme is
named for the pyramid invest-
ment scheme devised by Charles
Ponzi in 1920. Ponzi promised a
fifty percent returns in six
months but investors ended up
losing million of dollars.




