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(NAPSA)—Used-car buyers
everywhere may find themselves
getting soaked—Iliterally—when
they discover that the vehicle of
their dreams has an ocean of
problems.

The reason? Over the last five
years, the number of waterlogged
wrecks on the market—damaged
by heavy rains, hurricanes or other
flooding—has more than doubled.
Some states report increases of up
to six times the amount cited five
years ago. Often, these cars are
moved from flood-prone regions to
areas where consumers are less
suspicious. And despite the fact
that most flood-damaged vehicles
will be written off by insurance
companies, some will make their
way back onto the used-car mar-
ket, rebuilt and disguised as ordi-
nary used cars with clean titles.

Flood damage may be hard to
spot, but a car that’s been underwa-
ter will literally rot from the inside
out. Flood damage can ruin elec-
tronics, contaminate lubricants
and threaten mechanical systems,
often without leaving outward
signs.

Used-car sales are expected to
top 44 million this year, so con-
sumers should be on high alert for
signs of hidden damage and
potential fraud. To help you avoid
cars with water damage, Carfax
offers these tips:

* Check: Check the trunk,
glove compartment, dashboard
and below the seats for signs of
water damage such as silt, mud or
rust.

e Examine: Examine uphol-
stery and carpeting closely; if it
doesn’t match the interior or fits
loosely, it may have been replaced.
Discolored, faded or stained mate-
rials could indicate water damage.

* Turn on: Turn the ignition
key and make sure that accessory
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Vehicle history reports can help
used-car buyers avoid getting
stuck with a waterlogged wreck.

and warning lights and gauges
come on and work properly. Make
sure the air bag and ABS lights
come on.

* Test: Test lights (interior and
exterior), windshield wipers, turn
signals, cigarette lighter, radio,
heater and air conditioner several
times to make sure they work.

¢ Flex: Flex some of the wires
beneath the dashboard. Wet wires
will become brittle upon drying
and may crack.

e Smell: Take a deep breath
and smell for musty odors from
mildew.

* Visit: Go to a trusted me-
chanic for a prepurchase inspec-
tion. Always get vehicles checked
before handing over any money.

* Ask: Ask to see a detailed
vehicle history report. Carfax
Vehicle History Reports can reveal
many hidden problems from a
vehicle’s past, including flood
titles, and will indicate if a vehicle
has been titled/registered in at-
risk areas during flood and hurri-
cane seasons. If the seller does not
offer a report, use the 17-digit
Vehicle Identification Number
(VIN) available on the dashboard
to check the car’s history at
www.carfax.com.



	HOW TO USE THIS PDF
	Automotive
	Books
	Bridal
	Business
	Community/Charity
	Computers/Software
	Consumer News
	Contests
	Energy/Environment
	Entertaining
	Fashion/Beauty
	Fitness/Weight Loss
	Food/Recipes
	Food/Nutrition & Health
	Health Care
	Home Making/Improvement
	Jobs/Careers/Education
	Lawn & Garden
	Money/Finance
	Parenting & Family Life
	Real Estate
	Safety
	Science & Technology
	Senior News
	Vacation & Travel
	Women
	Summaries



