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(NAPSA)—The next time you
start up your lawn mower, string
trimmer or other equipment pow-
ered by a gas engine, think about
adding a fuel preservative to pro-
tect your investment from the
harmful effects of ethanol fuel
blends.

According to engine experts,
ethanol fuels begin to deteriorate
almost the moment they are
pumped, and can break down in
the fuel tank causing rust, corro-
sion, buildup and even significant
engine damage. This is particu-
larly an issue in engines only used
occasionally—like those on lawn
mowers, generators and snow
throwers, as well as engines pow-
ering sporting equipment such as
boats, snowmobiles and ATVs.

A potent new fuel preservative
developed by Briggs & Stratton,
the largest maker of gas engines
for outdoor power equipment, pro-
vides an easy and inexpensive
way to prevent damage caused by
ethanol-blended gas while also
keeping the fuel fresh for up to
three years.

The Advanced Formula Fuel
Treatment & Stabilizer protects
any gas engine, including 2-cycle
engines like those on trimmers,
which use a blend of oil and gaso-
line. This protection may be more
important than ever–ethanol-
blended fuels now account for
nearly 90 percent of all fuel sold
in the U.S., according to the
Renewable Fuels Association. The
longer these blends sit in the fuel
tank, the more damage they can
do, resulting in starting issues,
rough running and even severe
engine damage.

“Ethanol-based fuels attract
moisture, which eventually sepa-
rates from the fuel, forming a
layer of ethanol-enriched water at
the bottom of the tank where it
does its damage,” explains Eric

Risse, fuel systems engineer at
Briggs & Stratton.

A Solution
Briggs & Stratton’s Advanced

Formula Fuel Treatment & Stabi-
lizer combines a proprietary
“triple antioxidant” formula with
other ingredients to fight water
separation and protect the entire
fuel system. Corrosion inhibitors
form a protective barrier on metal
parts while detergent ingredients
help prevent gum and varnish
buildup.

A metal deactivator works to
stop the aggressive chemical reac-
tions caused by dissolved metal
ions in the fuel. The net result:
extreme protection against fuel-
related problems.

The company cautions con-
sumers to avoid certain fuels alto-
gether in small gas engines
because of their damaging effects.
These include fuels containing
more than 10 percent ethanol
(such as E15 or E85 gasoline) and
gasoline containing other alcohol
blends.

Learn More
For more information on prod-

ucts for outdoor power equipment,
visit www.briggsandstratton.com
or call (800) 444-7774.

New Fuel Treatment Protects Engines From
Damaging Effects Of Ethanol Fuel Blends

A new advanced fuel treatment
and stabilizer protects gas
engines from ethanol-blended
fuels.

(NAPSA)—The National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute
(NHLBI) sponsors the We Can!
(Ways to Enhance Children’s
Activity & Nutrition) program,
which offers plenty of tips to help
families become more active. For
more information, visit wecan.
nhlbi.nih.gov.

* * *
Students who score a 3 or

higher on an AP Exam may be eli-
gible for college credit or advanced
placement. This has the potential
to accelerate the graduation
process and thus reduce or offset
the cost of tuition. To learn more,
visit www.collegeboard.org/ap.

* * *
Becoming a member of the

Army National Guard, a 375-year-
old branch of the U.S. military,
gives soldiers a chance to accom-
plish great things in addition to
serving their country and state.
For more information, visit www.
nationalguard.com.

* * *
Syngenta researchers have con-

tributed to Golden Rice, which is
genetically engineered to contain
carotenoids. It’s expected to con-
tribute significantly to an effec-

tive, inexpensive and simple solu-
tion to vitamin A deficiency.

* * *
Johnsons Bedtime products for

babies and toddlers are now formu-
lated with NaturalCalm, a unique
blend of patent-pending essences
that has been tested and proven to
have relaxing properties. You can
learn more online at www.john
sonsbaby.com/bedtime.

* * *
If you are moving to take a new

job, make sure to research the
weather patterns in your new
location to plan accordingly for
clothing and getting about. You
may also want to examine cost of
living indexes. To learn more, visit
www.CareerRelocate.com.

(NAPSA)—Idle Stop and Go
technology helps to improve fuel
economy by turning the engine off

when the vehicle is still. Previ-
ously, this technology was only
found in hybrids and luxury cars,
but now it can be found in the
2013 Kia Rio and 2012 Kia Soul
cars.

(NAPSA)—A 2012 Gourmand
Award–winning cookbook author
—Robyn Webb, MS, LN—has cre-
ated “The American Diabetes
Association Diabetes Comfort
Food Cookbook.” It’s published by
the American Diabetes Associa-
tion—the leading publisher of
books on diabetes. To learn more,
visit www.diabetes.org/comfort
food.

* * *
A new self-improvement book

offers readers personal develop-
ment methods that are based on
self-hypnosis techniques. The
book—“The Turbocharged Mind”
(The Business School of Happi-
ness)—also contains a number of
techniques for creative visualiza-
tion. To learn more, visit
www.turbocharged.us.com.

A baby blue whale is 25 feet long at birth.

Apples and blueberries are 90 percent pollinated by honeybees.

Most lipstick contains fish
scales!

(NAPSA)—According to the
IRS, the number of self-prepared
and e-filed tax returns last year
increased 14.2 percent over the
previous year. Use of do-it-
yourself tax preparation software
is expected to continue rising,
thanks to increasingly user-
friendly and convenient options,
as well as readily available tax
help.

“Tax preparation software
gives consumers a fast, easy and
affordable way to do just about
everything related to their taxes,”
said Jessi Dolmage, spokesperson
for TaxACT. “From one-on-one tax
help and e-filing, to checking on
the status of your returns and
refund, taxpayers can do their
taxes from the comfort of home.”

Software has become the more
affordable alternative to profes-
sional and storefront preparation,
with most ranging in price from
free to well under $100. The
National Society of Accountants’
2011 survey of nearly 8,000 tax
preparers found the average fee for
a Form 1040 with Schedule A and
state return was $233. The aver-
age fee for a nonitemized Form
1040 and state return was $128.

Deciding between software and
a professional may be easy, but
choosing a software brand and
product can be confusing. Here
are some tips for making that
decision less taxing:

Tax preparation websites pro-
vide 24/7 access to your returns
wherever there’s an Internet con-
nection, and allow you to print
and save a copy of your return.
Many are even optimized for use
on an iPad. Some sites tend to
load faster than others, so take
that into account if you procrasti-
nate. Online products typically
don’t require payment until print-
ing or e-filing, so Dolmage recom-
mends testing a couple of brands.

Downloadable software re-
quires space on your computer,
flash drive or other storage device
and costs a little more. However,
downloading is likely the faster
and more cost-effective option if
you have a slow Internet connec-
tion or are preparing additional
returns for family and friends.
Look for products that include a
money-back guarantee.

All products save your data as

you go, allowing you to stop and
resume at any time. Look for extra
tools that can save time and
increase your refund, such as data
import of last year’s return and
investment files. If you itemize
deductions and donate household
items, find a product with a tool
that calculates the fair market
value of your donations. Many also
offer extra tax guidance for life
changes such as marriage, addi-
tion to the family and moving.

The overall look and feel of
user interfaces may differ slightly
but probably not enough to be the
deciding factor. The main differ-
ence between brands is price. The
more complicated your return, the
more expensive the software tends
to be. Remember to research the
total cost for all the products and
services you need, including fed-
eral software, state software, e-fil-
ing and tax help. Some brands
offer “free” phone or chat help, but
their software costs more, so you
pay for help whether or not you
use it.

Several brands offer free federal
products for “simple” Form 1040EZ
and nonitemized returns, but Tax-
ACT Free Federal Edition is the
only one that includes all e-fileable
forms for simple and complex
returns. Unlimited tax and techni-
cal help via e-mail is also free.

The bottom line is you may
find that a fee or two in addition
to the product price still costs
much less than an all-inclusive
product. Carefully research prod-
uct websites and read expert
reviews in top technology and
software publications.

Visit www.irs.gov for the latest
tax information and learn more
about TaxACT at www.taxact.com.

What To Consider When Choosing Tax Software

When considering tax prepara-
tion software, make sure you’re
comparing apples with apples.




