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(NAPSA)—There are simple
steps that consumers can take to
make their homes more energy
efficient. One way to do this is to
“retire” older appliances and
replace them with energy-efficient
models. In fact, a typical house-
hold can cut its utility bills by 30
percent simply by using Energy
Star appliances (www.energy
star.gov/cutyourcosts).

To determine whether an appli-
ance is Energy Star-rated, just look
for the Energy Star label, which
clearly identifies the most energy
efficient appliances in the market.
For instance, Energy Star-rated
refrigerators must use at least 10
percent less energy than other new
refrigerators. In more practical
terms, an Energy Star-qualified
refrigerator uses less than half the
energy of a 10-year-old model. So, if
your refrigerator is 10 years old or
older, it’s probably time to replace it
with an energy-efficient model.
These newer models help conserve
energy through engineering im-
provements such as better insula-
tion, new refrigerants and more effi-
cient compressors. As a result,
consumers can save approximately
$30 to $40 annually, more if you
have high-energy costs. (Based on
the Department of Energy test
method with average electrical
rates and annual kWh usage for a
10-year-old refrigerator. Your sav-
ings will vary depending on rates
and model replaced.)

And don’t let common misper-
ceptions, like “buying an energy
efficient model means I sacrifice
the features that I want,” prevent
you from purchasing an energy
efficient appliance. Maytag manu-
factures numerous Energy Star
appliances, including refrigera-
tors, clothes washers and dish-
washers, that incorporate the
innovations needed to meet
today’s demanding lifestyles. Over
their lifetimes, these products
may even pay for themselves.

Take a closer look at refrigera-
tors. While your existing refriger-
ator uses the most energy of any
appliance in the home, Maytag

now produces Energy Star quali-
fied refrigerators that use less
electricity than a 75-watt light
bulb left on all year. And Energy
Star refrigerators can come in a
variety of styles (top-mount, side-
by-side) and offer numerous fea-
tures (ice dispensers, crisper
drawers with humidity controls).
Even Maytag’s newest refrigera-
tor—the Wide-By-Side® refrigera-
tor—is Energy Star-rated. Not
only does this model boast the
widest available refrigerator and
freezer space in a traditional side-
by-side refrigerator; it also has
Maytag’s Dual Cool™ freshness
design and an Elevator™ shelf,
built to accommodate tall items.

But if you’re thinking about
putting that old, energy-hogging
refrigerator in the garage, think
again. Based on replacing a 1972-
vintage refrigerator with one that
meets the new energy efficiency
standards, it may cost you as
much as $120 per year to operate!
(www.eren.doe.gov) In the end,
“retiring” your refrigerator not
only improves your lifestyle, it
saves money and our natural
resources. For more information
about energy-efficient appliances,
call 1-800-688-9900 or log on to
www.maytag.com to purchase an
appliance online.

Want to Lower Your Utility Bills? It May Be 
Time to “Retire”Your Old Appliances

Over their lifetimes, energy-
efficient appliances may pay for
themselves.

Making The Season Bright
(NAPSA)—One way to make

the season bright is to give the
stars on your shopping list gifts
that sparkle with style and flair.
For a holiday to remember, con-
sider these gift ideas:

• Think red and think sumptu-
ous fragrance. Fittingly presented
in a bright red holographic set

box, is Elizabeth Arden’s signa-
ture Red Door fragrance. The Hol-
iday Classics set features Eau de
Toilette and Perfumed Body
Lotion ($40). The Holiday Must-
Haves set contains the Eau de Toi-
lette, Perfumed Body Lotion,
Hydrating Cream Cleanser for the
Body, Parfum Spray, and Fragrant
Bubble Bath ($50). The Best of the
Season features the Eau de Toilette,
Perfumed Body Powder, Hydrating
Cream Cleanser for the Body and
Deluxe purse size Parfum Spray
($65).

• For the person who wants to
get away from it all and look great
while doing it, consider a fashion-
able and functional black weather-
proof travel bag, accented with tan
faux ostrich trim. This chic bag is
free with any $35 Elizabeth Arden
fragrance purchase, and is available
at Elizabeth Arden counters for a
limited time.

This holiday season, the bonus
for giving a classic fragrance set
may be a fashionable travel bag.

(NAPSA)—This holiday season,
more than 25 million American
consumers will surf the Internet
and buy more than $6.2 billion
worth of gifts, including computer
software.* However, consumers
shopping online must be careful to
ensure that they get what they
pay for.

The Business Software Al-
liance (BSA), a watchdog group
in Washington, D.C., says con-
sumers often aren’t aware that
software bought online, particu-
larly on popular Internet auction
sites, could be illegally copied or
pirated. 

The BSA offers 10 helpful tips
on how to ensure you are purchas-
ing legal software on Internet auc-
tion sites:

• Trust your instincts. Check
the online seller’s price against the
estimated retail value of the soft-
ware. Whether it is being sold as
new or used, if a price for software
seems too good to be true, it proba-
bly is.

• Make sure it’s authentic.
Be suspicious of software products
that do not include proof of
authenticity such as original
disks, manuals, licensing, service
policies, warranties, etc. 

• Read the label. Beware of
products that do not look genuine
such as those with hand-written
labels.

• Beware of backups. Take
special care to avoid sellers offer-
ing to make backup copies. This is
a clear indication that the soft-
ware is illegal.

• Steer clear of compila-
tions. Be wary of compilations of
software titles from different pub-
lishers on a single disk. 

• Do your homework. Check
the feedback section on the auc-
tion site to find comments about
the seller based on previous
transactions. 

• Get the seller’s address, if
possible. Remember that if you
cannot re-contact the seller, you
may have no recourse if the prod-
uct turns out to be pirated.

• Keep receipts. Print out a
copy of your order number and
sales confirmation and keep them
at least until your software
arrives in satisfactory condition.

• Be careful when crossing
the border. Be especially cau-
tious when dealing with software
sellers in other countries. The
physical distance, differences in
legal systems, and other factors
could complicate matters if the
transaction goes awry.

• Report piracy. Buyers sus-
pecting software piracy, counter-
feit software and/or fraud on auc-
tion sites should contact law
enforcement agencies and BSA at
1-888-NOPIRACY or www.bsa.org.

Your Auction “Deal” May Literally
Be A “Steal”

Can you tell the difference? As software pirates become more
stealthy, fewer consumers can differentiate between counterfeit and
authentic software. (The genuine article is on the left.)

* According to Gartner Group Survey, “Most U.S. Holiday Shoppers
Bought at Only a Select Few Online Retailers,” January 22, 2001.

(NAPSA)—Anyway you slice it,
cooking the Thanksgiving turkey
outdoors frees up a lot of oven
space for the trimmings.

The idea of extending the out-
door grilling season has never
been more popular. According to
the Barbecue Industry Associa-
tion, 57 percent of outdoor chefs
are so committed to barbecuing
that they cook out year-round,
regardless of the weather. Sur-
prisingly, those most likely to grill
during the winter are people who
live in the Northeast and north
central parts of the country. 

That’s a lot of turkeys being
grilled, smoked, and rotisseried
and a lot of turkey pots used in
preparing the Thanksgiving Day
bird outdoors.

It’s not just grills that have
extended the season. Ornamental
clay fireplaces and other outdoor
firepits and fireplaces are turning
the outdoor deck into an outdoor
den.

With so much “fire” being
enjoyed outdoors, homeowners are
making sure they have the right
accessories to keep their outdoor
area looking good. That means
using a “security blanket” such as
a grill pad to protect the deck.
One that’s very popular is the
“Original” Grill Pad deck protec-

tor from DiversiTech that is made
of a unique, flexible fiber cement.
The pad protects deck or patio
surfaces from grease stains and
incidental sparks or debris when
placed underneath barbecue
grills, smokers and ornamental
deep fireplaces. 

The grill pads have a slip-resis-
tant surface and also prevent
water from being trapped between
the pad and the deck surface
which can damage the wood.

The right grill pad is a great
accessory that helps homeowners
do a lot more of their cooking and
living in the backyard. 

To find out where the Original
Grill Pad is available, call 800-
397-4823, ext. 408, or e-mail 
rshelor@diversitech.com.

A Barbecue Idea To Gobble Up

A grill pad helps protect the
deck when preparing the Thanks-
giving turkey outdoors.

(NAPSA)—If you’re interested
in buying a pre-owned vehicle, you
may be interested in taking an
innovative new route.

The Ford Quality Checked Cer-
tified Pre-owned vehicle program,
helps ensure that customers get
the best pre-owned vehicle avail-
able at Ford dealerships. 

The program focuses on im-
proving quality, the delivery expe-
rience, customer satisfaction and
the “peace of mind promise” cus-
tomers expect when purchasing a
vehicle. 

The benefits of a Ford certi-
fied pre-owned vehicle include a
6-year/75,000 mile limited pow-
ertrain warranty, a 115-point in-
spection, a vehicle history report
and a clean, quality vehicle
backed by Ford.

The pre-owned vehicle delivery
process is identical to the new
vehicle process including an oil
and filter change, new wiper
blades and a full tank of gas. Cus-
tomers also can take advantage of
24-hour roadside assistance and
service loaner coverage. 

“Most customers who purchase
pre-owned vehicles demand the
same high quality found in a brand
new vehicle,” said Mike Dennis,

Ford’s manager for used vehicle
certification. “With a Ford certified
pre-owned vehicle, it’s likely that
the only way a customer will know
the vehicle is not brand new is by
looking at the odometer.” 

IntelliChoice, the leading con-
sultant for rating certified pre-
owned programs in the industry,
ranked Ford Quality Checked sec-
ond among all leading non-luxury
vehicle manufacturers. 

To find a dealer who has certi-
fied, pre-owned cars and for more
information, you can visit www.
fordcpo.com.

Getting A Car You Can Count On

IS IT OR ISN’T IT? The only
way customers will know the
vehicle is not brand new is by
looking at the odometer.

The number of 1996 films with
a lead role played by an actor 65
or older is 18.

***
Remember always that you have
not only the right to be an indi-
vidual; you have the obligation
to be one. You cannot make any
useful contribution in life unless
you do this.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
***




